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MISSION 66

What it f5.—-MISSION 66 is 4 consesvation progeam for the National Pack Srsterm and /] sther
arcas managed by the National Park Service.

Comservation o jrenerally defined = wise wse, chas 10-vear progeam is intended so o dcw:hr
and sraff rhese priceless possessons of che American people as oo permae their wisest possihle
use. Maximom engvment for those whe wse them; and Maximmm pretection of the steme,
sticnetic, and histonc resources ghae give chem distincoan

Comseructeon i, of course, an impottene element of the peogram,  Modeen roads, well-planned
teails, urificies, camp and micode grounds, and manv kinds of struccures needed fae public use or
asdmunseeation, to mect che cequitements of an cxpeceed B0.000,000 visiton i 1966, atc peces-
sarv, bur rhey are simply one of the means by which “enpovmenc-withour-impairmens” 15 0o be
privided

Woilat it ewfll do.—MIS310N 68 will seplace curmeded and inadequate fodities with physical
improvements sdequate for cxpected demands bur so desipned and Jocired a5 o reduce the
impact of public vse on valuable dned deserucnible featuee

Tt wall provide both facilicies and personncl foe visieor services of the gualiey and quantiey
that rae public s ennrled o expect 0 ws Nanogal Pack Svstem,  Io b angended 5o assure che
fullest possible degree of peotecuon botlr to vasitore and fosduries

The reason fnr i1 mame, —MI5E10N 55 15 8 long-rangs program; it will require at least O
years 1o sccomplsh on o sound and realistic dodlir basis  Thar meins complerion in- 1966
the 50th anniversacy pear of the cstablifiment af che Nationel Purk Service
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SOME ASPECTS OF MISSION 66

Part 1

By Rolund Sieinmetz, Ranger-Naturalist

Today's wvisitor to Yosemite, and
r that maiter, the wigitor to other
“ongl Poarks emd Monuments, is
f'=n confronted and scmetimes con-
onded with o sign, "This is a
((S3I0ON 66 Project.” Recent woar
rminology and oil company adver-
eents only further conifuse him
-4 finally in desperation hs will
"Wht's this MISSION 66 bus-
=35 all about?”
Ferhaps it is well that such o pro-
coative name be given this promis-
= project, for thereby is the curlos-
v aroused, and thence comes the
cortunity to explaln. The opper-
- stie interpreter will capitalize on
zituation to imbue the listener
n a kit of Natienal Park Ssrvice
nosophy as well
(366 will mark the 50th anniver-
v of the estohlishment of the Na-
aal Park Service—the year which
| see the completion of the MIS-
2N 66 program, o forward-locking
sgram designed to bring the Nao-
nal Pork system up to the ston-
rds which the American people
mt ond have o right to expect.
4 discussion of portens of the
=zant situation (the problem} will
pregented herewith, In a succeed-
z arficle there will appear o pres-

entation of proposed solutlens as
they will be carried out (n MISSION
6.
The Nature of the Problem

Two main difficulties face the Park
Service al this wrlting because of
siaff or facility shorigges, They ore
(1) Inohility 1o take care of the in-
creazing milliong of visitors who will
be coming In the near future. and
{2} ingkility to protect the irreplace-
abls features of the arsas. The two
general problems are closely reloted.
[ooe proctically all aoreas adminis-
tered by the Park Service, and are
rowhere more acute than in Yesem-
ite. Let us examine the facets of the
pertinent problems.

The Problem of Inadequate Visitor

Use Facilities

In 1855 five wvisitors toured Yosem-
ite. By 1870 the fame of ifs beouty
hod spreod ond 1735 visitors come
that year—enough to bring the first
complaint from o lady visiter thet the
walley was  "too crowded.” Last
yvear's fotal regched over 1,113,000,
and indications are that 1957 will see
even o lorger number. Thers is rec-
son fo believe that 1966 will find
nearly twa million visitors in Yosem-
ite, and even arsater numbers
thereafter.



87 YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

Surveying for new rood clignments.

These data are nat in themselves
shocking fo cmyone versed in travel
trends, but consider the full impact
o the Incomparcable Valley., Unless
sumething is dowe to aveid it, the large
majority of thess vast numbers will
continue to pour into the seven
square miles of the tiny valley itself,
seeking accommodations and  ser-
vices which the already crowdsed
and inadequate facilities connot pro-
vide.

Compgrounds are often over-
crowded. Hotel rooms and other
sleeping gquarters cre  frequently

sold out; long lines face the wvisitor
wishing restourant meals. The num-
bar of comfort stations and other
sanitary  faciliips is ior below the
need. Informeation ond interprefive
centers are too localized., Picnic
arecs ocnd parking turnouls are in
sufficient in number. Mony roods
still follow stoge-cooch allonments;
traffic jams exist. The problems are

heightened in periocds of peak sum-
mer loods Unguestionably thers
have been visilors whose memory
of their contact with Yosemite has
been les: than their legilimate ex
pectations—not because the natural
beauty wasn't thers, but their per
sonal inconvenience infringed i} labe
their enjoving their visit more.
There is no easy answer fo the
guestion of how to eliminate thess
conditions, MISSION BE planners |
consider i undesirable to build and|
develop mony more visitor gocomme
dations on the valley floor itself, This
cannot be done without impairing
and ullimately destroying the very

gualities for which the pork was
created, A czillng of chout 8000
campers and 4300 concessioner

provided accommodations i3 con
sidered %o be the limil, What then?
The answer lies in a master plan
invalwing (1) modilication or medern-
lzation of present visilor [locilities
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in the wvalley ond mointaining the
established celling: (2] removal of
all but absalutely necesscary oper-
ating facilities {ffram the valley; and
(3} development of arcommeodations,
focilities, and services in other zec
tions of the nork to relisve over-
towding, but at the same time per-
mit quick and edsy ooosss by cor
to the valley and its renowned scenic
fealures,

Simple, isn't 17 But tsolating the
general anawers to a large problem
doss not insure occcomplishment of
its solutlen. Myriods of other prob-
lams present themselves, ingluding
three more which will be. treated
heres,

The Head and Trail System

Transporiation looma as o big oo
for In carrying oul the proposals
steted, The park's rcad and trai] gvs:
tam hos never been complsted, Por-

lens of Big Oak Flat Rood ong the

Tiosga Road, built to stogecooch
standards of the 1870's and 1880's,
herve been little improved since.
Conseguenily, visitors from the north
and the east have been handicap-
ped, but even more seriously, a del-
inite Imbalance of wisitor load and
overgll pork development hog oo
curred. Nearly four-fifths of the en-
trles come through South Entrance
ond Arch Rock Entrance, hoth ter
minal peoinfz of good stole roads
leading {0 the park. It s not diffizull
to conceive why areas easily goces-
sible to these roads hove received
most  attenion  and  development,
leaving other greqas loargely unused,

Privately Owned Lands Within

The Park

The casual visiter does not ordin-
arily reallze that in many Neotlonal
Parks, including Yozsmite, there
exist privately-owned lands, gome
tustefully developed, some baiow tha

Hoods bwlt far these cars ora still i oes.
—Andersan




Vatious lypes ol hemes are found on private Tands.

standards of the surroundings. In
anv coss, private holdings within
NHatienel Parks are not compatible
with puklic use,

Yosemile-contained private lands
are: In many cgses located in the
mast desirable places left lor possi-
kle cevelopment of visllor-use ineili-
tles outside Yesemlte Valley, They
sland in the woy until acquired by
the government, are ollen divided
into small plots which make cogui-
sition procedures laborious and lime-
consuming, and up to this time have
often been unavailable to the park
because of lack of funds with which
te purchase them.

The Problem of Protection

Good monagemsnt and planning
insure protection if a reasonable siafl
iz provided. Froof of thiz is manifest-
ed in the evidence of Yosemile Val-
ley's superior beauty foday contrast-
ed lo its condition at the turn of the
century when early wvisitors found
less wellcontrolled camping ond
other use of the Valley flocr. But
today’s stolf cannet cope with con-
ditions in excess of its hondling cap-

—=Schirank

abiliiies. There must be ontizipated
a grealer nesd for qualified person-
nel o handle accidents, fight fires,
interpret, odminister, contrel plant
and animal life, and tend to o
myiad of other duties,

Whereas voandalism ond thought-
lessness are general couses of dam-
age to pork oreas everywhere, sev-
ererl of Yosemite's sacred spots have
sullered from the impaoct of the lee
of humon beings engaged in alte-
gether |egitimate and purposeiul oo
tivity of enjoyment. Notakle amons
these areas are the Mariposg ong
Tuglumne groves o giant Sequeias
where 1ol damags hos already
reached severe proportions,

Summary

In brief have been stated some of
the general problems which {oce the
areas administered by the Notione!
Fark Servics, plus specitic problems
as thev ocour In Yosemite. Of inter-
est to all lovers of Yesemite are the
proposals by MISZION 66 planners.
They will be discussed in o succaed-
ing article.
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MUSIC HATH CHARMS

Carl Sharsmith, Ranger Naturalisi

We were on our way back from
an alil-day nature hike, twenty-two
children and [. The day thus far had
been full of interest: indeed, won-
derful things of all sorts had been
discovered by my group of sharp-
eyved eight to ten vear olds. But now
it was late afternoon; soon we wers
due cn ihe hilllop whers fathers and
mothers in their cars would be awail
ing our return. The long, forested hill-
glope loomed above us. We haod
hiked end hiked. The afterncon sun
had been almost hot. Qur legs were
geiting tred. In this cocl, shady
srot, belore we tackle the steep hill
for the last lop, how aboul a bl of o
reet ond coranger s story? And moy-
be zome musicT

Ec there we ooy, the children and
I 11:.—'~ paesed. [ had finished my
aterv. The chilcren remained quiet.
woig now claving my eweetest on
nw =id harmonica. The little grassy
dell, enclrcled by iis dense thicket
af young lodaspele pines, was flled
with the siroins of music as in a
qulet room, Only an occasioneal sour
note, blown from the one off-key reed
of my Instrument, stirred the children
now and then into their delighted
little lauchs. My eves were closad;
I woa completely absorbed in giving
them the best renditions of mv old
fvorites: "Tipperary;” “E-kk-Katy:”
"Sobre las Olas,” eic., when sudden-
Iy I was roused from my reverie.
With hushed, yet tense voices the
childrert head erled: "Oh, there's a
deerl” Yes, sure enocugh there wos a
deer. It was a dee. Bounding ocross
the meadow, toward our thicket she
come.

=

W

i
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Stock still she siood,

Anticlpating ‘posaibilittes [ contin-
ued my playing and betwess
breaths hushed the children. In @
mement the doe reached our thickst
and hod abrupily halted. Siemding
stock-still, she wos peering ot us
through the litlle tress, melst nostrils
guivering ond ears alerled forward
Wetching her through the comers of
my eyves, | quickly tumed o my me=s
lively airs. almost never stopping ta
catch my breath. The doe stamped
her forefoot; then tumed ond quick
gz o flash bounded around fo the
cther side ef sur encircling thickst
Here she stopped, and sharply pesr-
ed ot us as before, Then, in g streal
of beunds, she raced bock to h
original spot, and siood stock-stil
ond peerad at us again, But not §
long. Again she daoshed ground ¢
the other side, halled and peer
then raced back ogain to halt an
peer as hefore. The children wer
entronced. T playsd furlously, M
lips were geting sore. The rust
edges of my anclent harmeonica hurt
but [ dared not stop! Then, from
stemd as molionless as a siatue, sh
turned, and with graceful lea
bounded oweay across the meado
to the forest from whence she h
come. She wos gone! The spell w
broken. But the children's eyes wer
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still sparkling with delight. And 1
think mine were, toc!

Exactly one week later [ was with
ancther group of children. We were
on the same route of réturn from an-
other alldaoy children's nature hike.
The afternoon sun was warm as be-
fore, and we laid ourselves down for
o rest in the same little swale. Aaain
! teld gne of my ranger stories, then
furned o my old hermonica. As the
strains flled the glen, [ inwardly
wished bul eould nct belisve that
our doe would give us o repeat per-
formance. But yesl Hers she was
againl abruptly as on opporiiion,
nead through thicket, eves gozing,
sars - cocked forward, ocng nostrils
"'.11'.rcr'1r\{;' And again she bounded

bowut ond halted o= belore - hither
—'u:l stop, return cnd stop. Cniy then
|.I. 15'1 OWay OvVer megdcw Cllf""‘ dl.“
sopear from view. Indesd il was a
repeal perlormarnce!

Johrn Muir in hiz "Mountgina of
Zolifornia’ tells of the cherm his
whistled tunes had for the Douglas
equirre] [chickarees)., Old packers
working with Yozemile's Irail crews

g

-

I dored not stop.

—Awndyrpr

tell of the charms of musical strains
from redic or trumpet upon bedors.
With respect to our doe's perfor-
mance thers might, on the other
hond, be those to suggesst it was
cromnpted by concern for  fownas
possibly hidden in our thicket. Buf
there wos no question in our minds.
We knew. The children and | are
certetin it was cll becouse she waos
charmed by the spell of our music!

o kit of 1est ond o tanger's alary.
—Hulbard

- A
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LAST TRIP OF JOHN MUIR TO YOSEMITE (1912)

By Willicm E. Colby

1 was greatly interested in the
"Note on John Muir” in the March
1957 tssue of Yosemite Nature Noles.
It i= o very readable cccount of a
pariod in John Muir's life where thers
iz little published informaotion. The
writer states that this was "his last
frip to Yosemite Notional Pork.”
While the exact ime of vear the trip
described wos token is not given, it
was in 1812 when the "'waterlalle”
were an ohiect of attraction and pre-
sumakly it was some time in the sum-
mer. However, John Muir tock  em-
other irip to Yosemite in early Oc-
icber of 1912, As President of the
Slerra Club he wos invited by Wal-
tar Fisher, Secretory of the Interlor,
to attend a National Park conference,
whare the superintendents of the
parks and the concessionaires were
fo discuss their problems, The first
of these conferences had been held

in 1911 in Yellowstone and had prov-
ed =0 desiraoble and sucecessihul thot
it wos repeated in Yosemite in 1912,
This was prior to the creation of the
Naticnal Park Service by Congress
and when the Army was called upon
to: police omd adminisier the National
Porks, Major W. W. Forsythe, suc-
ceszor to the very capable Major
Bensaon, the administrative
officer in Yosemite.

wWos

A= Secretary of the Sierra Club 1
was also inviled to the conference
and [ had the great good fortune to
ke with John Muir and share a room

John Muir and Wm. Curtis in Yosemlbe
Valley, 1913,

with him in one of the buildings
cacross the road from the Sentinel
Hotel.

The conference, attended by lead
erz Interested in the National Parks
discussed the many park problem:
of those early days. The major ques-
tion was whether outomekiles should
be permitted 1o enter the National
Parks with Yosemite as the critical
case. The park superintendenis wer:
strongly opposed lo lelling them in
mainly on account of danger of ac
cident with horse-drawn vehicles o
the same roods, which roads wer
not too safe anyway, The autome
bile associations ond auto users
made a shreng ples for admission.



John Muir was called on to speak
and he mode cne of his great lalks
on the importance of parks generally
and, to the surprise of many, strong-
Iy advocated allowing automabiles
to enter them. His recsons were
thict it wos very evident that cutomo-
bilezs would become the exclusive
mmecns of transportation  enticely
suporseding equinedrawn  vehicles
and thet the greal obiective was o
et os mony pecple as possible re-
eive the inspiration cnd spiritual
Eenefit of entering these incompar-
tble mountain temples. Secretary
Fisher was impressed and recog:
fized that eventually outomobiles
Eculd not be kept oul, bul he remark-
ed dryly "“Let's not crowd the moumn-

I was called on to speak for the
Bierra Club and had the lemerity 1o
bpen my talk by saying "Mr. Sacre-
ory, you would not be sitting in the
prosiding chair today and this con-
erence would not be held in Yosem-
e were it not for the work and influ-
ince of John Muir and the Sierra
Elub in bringing about the recession
Bl Yosemite Valley to the federal
overnment,”

In the late afterncon, after adjourn-
fig for the day, John Muir and I
kould toke walks on the valley
lcor, [t was early Oclober and down
valley the cliffs omd forests were
bathed in the intense blue and pur-
ble  licht thet iz chaoracteristic of
nutumn. We sauntered through the
fbcndoned camparounds which only
o or three months earlier had
semed with campers and noted how
quickly "nature heals itz wounds”
jor the forest floor was already cov-
red with pine needles and leaves.
phn Muir took me down below the
iitle chapel and over to the vertical
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|ohn Burraughs visiting Jehn Mulr's amve

granite: cliffs which came straight
down into the level meadow aree
without any talus to conceal the
meeating cand pointed out that the rib
or ridge of granite above deflected
the rocks falling from above so as
to keep the immediate base free.

I shall always regret that 1 did not
insist on his taking me to the various
places that he wrote about and
whare he lived during the years he
spent in the Valley so as to identify
them, for with the lapse of time there
is now much uncertainty as to just
whers they were situated.

The article in your March issue
concludes with the stotement thet
John Muir was 78 when he died. Ac
ually he was only 76 when he pass-
ed away on Christmas eve in 1914,
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DRAMA AT DUSK

By David C. Ochsner, Park Ranger

Coyoles kesp watch over MeGurk Meodow.

Picture, if vou will, a mountain
meadow, very meist and carpeted
with Sierra shootfingstar, elephont
head, camas, cornlily, sedges, and
grasses of moany varieties. In the
center of this meadow o dry island
of rocks, shrubs, and small trees
protrudes above this verdant carpet.
The frout are jumping ot insecls
winging over the deep pools in the
meadow  stream. Don't lorget the
clouds of mosquitoes, swarming and
buzzing, seemingly intent on drain-
ing your last cunce of lite blood. In
a few moments the alpine glow

—Anderson

bathes the surrounding mountaoin
tops and finally the whole sefting is
swathed in the silvery light of o full
moon s log rises from the mean-
dering stream,

All is peaceful ond sersne and,
apparently, all life, emimal ‘and
plant, has folded for a night of rest.
Imogine then, the ear-piercing, hair-
raising vip and howl of the mountain
coyote. Blood runs rather cold and
the heart skips a couple of beats at
the howls ond cries penetrating
dusk's =olitude. One's mind immed-
ictely flashes fo the far north ond



Shoating - sfar,

lles of Jack London, along with
mixed emotions of slight trembling
aar cnd bravado. During the month
Bf July such a mood exists in Me-

Gurk Meadow near Bridalveil Creek
AT pl;m:n'und.

Covotes, | learned through one ex-
berience, are not always intently
Siolking and prowling in search of
food. While quietly lishing cne eve-
ping in McGurk Meadow my atten-
fion was suddenly turned to coyoles
by much howling and vipping. Los-
dng all interest in fishing [ stealthily
grept on the scft grasses to upper
McGurk Meadow and there found
ghout eight coyotes indulging in
leisure time activities, Just as dogs
Play ond feign anger so were these
iecyotes, young and old alike, snap-
ping, growling, hovering over and
wrestling with each other. Occasion-
ally, a busy brown tail would des-
eribe an arc over the tops of the
bgrasses and flowers [ollowed by
iclicking bare testh and hardy
growls. COne coyote remained on
duty acting as a sentinel, constantly
‘alert for approaching doanger, Many
Mlimes during the summer, coyotes,
| guietly sitting on the edges of their
Pmeadow, had cbssrved my actions
| but in this instance the tables were
turned.

TL/OLMIIE 90 Uk dver s s ; _—

Within o few minutes after con-
cluding their romp, the howls and
cries resumed in the deep forest and
[ con only imogine and surmise
about the actien that followed. As
the sky began to darken and the
velping increased lo o feverish pitch,
I decided to call it an evening, The
trail follows a fire control road be-
tween McGurk's broken-down log
cabin and the Glacier Point Road.
A few hundred feet up the road twa
does, obviously excited and fright-
ened, raced at breakneck speed
gcross my path omid sounds ef
erashing in the direction from which
they hod come, After | crossed the
paths of the dees a peculiar cry and
onother crash emanated from the
quickly darkening forest. Immediate-
Iy one doe raced back across the
road with neck extended. nostrils
dilated and ears pressed lo head.
Was she returning to a fown in dis-
tress .or just confused as to the dir
ection of the crashes? Were the coy-
oles and possibly o bear fighting
over the possession of this dee's
fawn? Only the participemis will ever
know the drama of that moment al
McGurk Meadow and | shall forever
wonder wha!l motivated the doe to
return 1o the scene of confusion and
apparent baille.

Cornlily
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EDITOR'S NOTE—Hardly o month goes by that the Yosemite museum does nof fecelve several
ald phatoe far incluslen in the historic phote files, Tt seems o shome lo not be sharing these
with you readers. Thersfore siarting with this issue we will run a series of soma of the mos!
inleresting plctures i our filea. Some of the phelos have bils of informaticn conceening them
an the backs, others have nothing. We will explain- the piclures as much as we can, II you
raciders con add informatlen on a poarliealar lustration we would be glod (o heor from you.

Last menth. Yeiemite Nafure Nofes- grew fram 12-1a 16 pages. We hope to-continie this
lorger slze In aplle of rising praducton eosts. Formerly our printing was done by the leffer
presa methed, Mow we have gone fo roltary offset, which will allow more illusiralicns,

OUT OF YOSEMITE'S PAST — A one picture slory.
Part of the cast of "Ersa”, 1925, Who remembers?
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How Too Know the Miperals ond Rocks . Pearl &0
Incomparable Valley, The - Motthes (cloth) 410
Incomporoble Vallay, The - Matthes [paper) 215
Map of Yosemite Maotional Park, Topogrophic e 55
Map of Yosemite Valley, T agraphic, shodad [grealogy. atory nrlnled an lmdu i 55
Marth Country of Ymﬂnlfp, ockel Guide o :Chnrk'- {paper) .. .55
Morth Country of Yosemite, Troll Guide ta (Clark) 1.10
Rocks gnd Minerals of Califernia - Allan and Erqwn o 2.95
Rocks aond Minerals, How to Know Them A5
Rocks and Minerals, Field Guide 1o ., 4.30
South Boundary Country, Pocket Guide fo (Clark} . 1?3

Sauth Boundary Country, Trail Guide to (Clark)

CHILDREM

A Day With Tupi, An Indian Boy uf thu Sierra 5

Day With Tupi, An Indion Boy of the Sierra leromi)
Animal Friends of the Sierra {poper)
Animal Frieds of tha Sierra (buckram)
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SUBSCRIBERS ARE ENTITLED TO 10 DISCOUNT FROM ABOVE PRICES
WITH CHRISTMAS JUST AROUND THE CORMER, WHY NOT GIVE A BOOK ABOUT YOSEMITE!







