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PRESIDENTIAL VISITS TO YOSEMITE

By Marvin R. Koller. Ranger-Naturalist

Pourt 11

Finally, a President arrived while
the person was still in office. This
wers the fourth Presidenl o come to
Yosemite but the first one o stil] be
gictively engoged in his high posl-
flom s he studied Yosemite's
chorms, The distinction falls to Pres.
ldent Theodore Roosevell, known
aflectionately as the "Rough Rider”
from his Spanish-Amerlcan War
derys. President Roosevelt was noted
for his love of the outdoors and it
wos on his own personal wishes
that he came to Yosemite. He had
mead the works of the great natural-
lsl, John Mulr, and feli that it would
be o wonderful experence o o
comping with a man whose feeling
for the cutdeors maiched his own
desp emotions.

A trip to Yosemite was carranged
cmd despite the wishes of those who
wonted to honor the President, the
ariginal plems were carried cut. Pres-
ident Hoosevelt was dstermined fo

go camping with Jehn Muir and this
he carried forward with his custom-
ary vigor. He paid his respecis to
the assembled multitude but ot his
earliest opportunity he rode off with
Muir and two romaers for a night in
the high country. It was May, 1903
and it was snowing as the men rode
towards Bentine]l Dome. They camp-
ed for the night near Glacier Point
coccording to a report by Charles
Leidia, ene of the rangers in the
party. (Charles Leidig was the frst
white boy born in Yosemile Valley
and while his whole life is invelved
in Yosemite history, this particular
camping trip was o highlight of his
caresr,) Much that we know about
President Roosevelt's camping trip
with John Muir is reported through
the eves of Ranger Leidig.

Ranger Leidig reported that the
men had much in commen and spent
o greal deal of lime talking logether.
There was a little difficulty as both
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Fallowdrg their camping irip lo Glacier Peint, Roosevell and Muir ride along Yesemite Vallew
floor followed by Charles Leidig and Archie Leonard, Yosemite's firs| park rangers.

ware well versed in ocutdoor maotters
ond sach wanted to have the floor.
More than once they were italking
simultanecusly rather than lefting
the other dominate the converaation,
Judging from the report, | would say
that John Muir won the battle of
words as it was he who wanisd the
President to know his views on o
great many matters of natlonal con-
carn: Roosevelt had come o leam
and Muir made cn excellent teacher.

The very next day, the party de-
scended towards Nevadao Falls and
ai the crest encountered o group of
people who had come fo see their
President, This broke the mood of the
President from one of great tramgquil-
ity to one of annoyance. I is soid
that he cried from sheer emotional
joy as he viewed the floor of the
Valley from Glacter Point but ot
Nevada Falls he expressed himsel!
in no uncertain terms thot he was
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gnnoyed. The party rode on fo the
Valley floor and ran into a consid-
prable rood block in the form of a
proup of ladies who had created o
line goross the path of the Prasident
In om ottempt to stop him. Ronger
Loidig spurred his horse. As the
ladles gove woy before the rearing
animal, the President polilely waved
hig het in farewell to the ladies and
rode past them.

b oome at Bridoalweill ™,

evell crossing the old Sentinel Bridge midst exciled thromgs
rty 8ol on their horses in from) ol the Sentinel Holel and Rocsevelt onnounced ""'We will

At Sentinel Hotel waos probably
the blggest hazard of all. Here an
elaborate dinner had been planned
as well os a lorge display of fire-
waorks {including dynamite bombs!).
The President wos to be guariered
in the Chris Jorgenson home across
the rwver over Senlinel Bridae. In-
stead, he stopped only momentarily
to apoloalze to his host and hostess
and rede past the astounded officials

& few minules loler he and

—Dlexiter
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Roosevelt expresses his appreciation for oocommodations af the Wawens Hoelel belara leawing

far the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees.

with his famous words, "We'll piich
comp tonight at Bridalveil!’" Mrs. L
Bardsley, whose maoiden name was
Dorothy Atkinson (her infant brother
"Bill," William Bonney Atkinson, is
buried in the cemetery near the
Museum), said that she had picked
a boguet of viclets for the President
but was oo overawed to present
them to him aos he rode by at Sen.
tinel Bridas.

Comp wos made ot Bridalveil
Meadow as Roocsevell wished it to
be., When pecpls came too close,
Romnger Leidig reported that he went
out to the onlockers and {old them
they were bothering the President.

They tiptoed away so that President
Roosevell and John Muir could have
a good, final discussion of the prok-
lems involved in the pressrvation of
the notural hentoge of our country.

There is no deubit that this hi it
meeting did leave ¢ deep impression
in Roosevelt's mind becguse within
a few shorl years alter this Yosemite
trip, a total of 148 million acres of
land had been set oside as fores|
regerves, sixiesen notional monu
ments were created, and five nation-
al parks reesived a  iremendous
boost from the White House, [n 1308
the Antiquities Act pul inlo law
Muir's concern over “pot hunters”




who were destroying areas and ob-
jects of historical interest to all Amer-
leom elttzens, Instead of idle curia
hunting, Muir wanted Americans to
know from personal experience
something of our country's rich her-
flraige, This could not be achieved by
letting visitors come into an areq and
pick an historle slle apart until ne-
thirig was laft but rather by ils care-
ful preservation so that all could ses
and lecrn. The farsightediess of both
Muir and HRoosewvell has enahbled
most of us to enjoy the things we do
to this very day. Indeed, it is the
people who see chead who are the
great pecple. Those of us who are
not so greal must settle for lving in
the present or look sadly back in
time for our lessons.

An interesting sidelight on this
trip was the [ocl that Roosevelt did
have o foirly comiortable bed at
Bridalveil as forty blankets and a
shelter hall were provided fer him,.
He could choose what depth of
blankels he would use for cover and
whot depth of blankets would serve
as a mattress, Ranger Archie
Leonard, the second ronger in the
party, dived for this presidential bed
of blankets just as soon as he wos
sure the President hod departed|

—~ =

The second of a three part serier, To br
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Zeldom has the Waweona Tunnel Tree besn honared as on lhis day in May, 1303
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lightning flashed and struck hither
and yon in the adjacent back-coun-
try. The thunder rumbled hollowly
cnd loudly.

At about 12:15 p.m. it struck| Thers
was o brilliont flashing, immediately
followed by a mighty rearing and
crashing. | saw the lightning and
heard the thunder from Glacier Point
camparound. By 1:30 pom. I had lo-
cated the spot where the bolt had
struck, Thiz was a Jelirev pine sixty
feet high and three feet in diometer
on Glacier Point about seventy yards
bock from the overhanging rock at
the tip of the peint end aboui eighty
yards down the western slope from
the path dalong its crest. Oddly
enough this tree is not the highest
point in the surrcunding forest, for
the tree is growing from the ground
about forty feet lower in elevation
thon the surmnmit of the polnd.

The bolt had apparently struck the
tree trunk some six feet from the top;
this was evidenl from the pathway
of peelad bark on_the frunk. From thiz
point near the top of the tree a sirip
of live wood, six to ten inches wide,
from which the bark had been
siripped, extendsd In a gentle apiral
down the trunk foward the ground.
The middle tweniy feet or zo of the
pathway taken by the eleciric charge
was heneoth the bark. Altheugh it
was not pesled oway completely
from the live wood underneath, the
path of the electricity could be seen
as an elevated ridge of disturbed
bark extending down the trunk io the
point, some ftwenty feel cbove the
ground, whers the bared strip again
appeared ond continued to  the
ground, Pieces of bark rpped from
the tres trunk as the bell of lightning
slashed its way 1o the ground had
been hurled fen, twenly,
fitty feet from the tree. These chunks

and even

R
3 e

——

—Anderion, NP8

[elfray Pine

were [rom six to twenty.dour inches
long and three to six wide. Neither

trunk nor bork were chorred, nos
were the pine needles charred al the
ool af the trea.

A pit aboul two feel across and six
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nches deep had besn blown where
o electric charge left the tree trunk

foot.
. This slxtydoot Jelrey pine was
‘growing out of the midst of a small
‘group of young white firs. Two of
‘these first, about thirty and thirty-five
fest tall and perhaps one and one
and o half feet through their trunks,
stondng some six and twelve [sst
from the pine had also been hit ze-
esrely. Thelr frunks show pathways,
‘slmilar to those on the pine, plowed
through the bark down their trunks
o the ground. At the bose of the
lorger of thess frees was, also, a pit
I the soil about zix inches across
@ind thres inches deep. From here
dust had been lossed about o foot,
A narrcw splinier of wood about sev-
in feat tall and fve inches wide had
beern split from the other fir. This
plinter was still attached at the base
il the tree but was loose at the top.
o or three other small firs showed
wiser signs of damage done by the
ghining. No slans of chearring were
Higible. The bolt of lighining must
e skipped about in thiz small

gtanding under these
wes might well have suffered a fatal
Jury. Pal Civiello, the young man
0 builds the fire and acts as "call-
for the Yosemite Park ond Curry
simpany firefall was running back
g the trail from the point to the
punicin House when this belt
fuck. Though some elghty yords
the strike, Mr. Civielle was
jocked wgainst a granite outcrop-
by the concussion and perhops
otcgh rellex oction stimulated by
B terrific flash and thunder clap.
Ielt no electric shock,

e nexl day an Interesting anec-

dote was related to the writer by Mr.
Ernst H. Grunwald, 63, of Live Oak,
California.  Accompanied by two
vounger friends, Mundt George
{"Butch™) Rock, 15, of Colbert, Wash-
ington, and Poul Rousch, 21, of Co-
lumkbus, Chio, he hod reoched the
summil of Half Dome at about 11:45
am. on the previous day, July 23.
Three other men were already on the
summil, The rain and hail storm was
upon them; so all six took shelter in
a small cove under the boulders
right at the iip of the overhang above
Tenaya Conyvon. About eight fest
from this cave is an iron pipe stuck
into the graniie.

Just at noon, at the hsight of the
storm, a bolt of lightning struck this
iron post. There was a brilliant or-
ange flash that lit up the cave and
and earthshaking clap of thunder. A
powerful elecirle shock racked the
men's bodies. Butch Rock's hair
stood straight on end. Luckily ne one
was  injured or killed. Asked if
ozone could be smelled rlght after
the lighining struck, Mr. Grunweld
answered that it could net.

The storm lasted for half an hour
over the summit of Half Dome. When
it was over, o heavy rain-like vapor
hovered in the area for some fve
minutes. Although the experience
was a terrifying one Mr. Grunwald
said that it was also extremely thrill-
ing and Interesting and he would not
hove missed it [ can agree with Mr.
Grunwald about such experiences,
for I hod a similer “thrill” on the
slepe of one of the huge voleances in
the Hewalion [slomds some eight
vears ago. Even though fesling the
strong  electric shock and being
thrown to the ground was a frighten-
ing sensation, to say the least, the
whole episode, in retrospect, was ex-
giting and interesting.
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A LITTLE BIT OF HOME IN YOSEMITE

By John D. Cunningham, Ranger-Naturalist

While most visifors {o Yosemiie
MNetional Pork reside In Californiea,
pecple from all walks of life ond all
paris of the United Stoies, as well as
frem mony lorsign countries, enter
the park each year, During the peak
of the summer residents from nearly
every section of our country visll Yo-
semite daily, Many visitors are na-
turally proud of the beguties of their
own states and continually compare
them to what they ses here. Any
plont or animal that reminds the wis-
iter of home is usually o welcome
sight. Stale flowers and stole birds
are generally chosen because of
their beauty, widespread distribution,
usefulness, or pecullar significoncs
to the people of that state, In Yose-
mite one may [ind the counterpart or
o closs relative of nearly every state
flower and atate bird on record,

Actually, plants and animeals rep-
resentative of nearly svery reglon
from Mexico to Alasko can be found
within the boundaries of Yosemite
National Park. Differences in ratnfall,
exposure, altitude, scil, elc. cccount
for this distribution of planis and ani-
mals and form the sevaral life zones
present in the patk.

While many of the state birds
could be sean by the frained wisitor
with relative sase, some of the slate
flowers or their courderparts would
requira a diligent search. Sevearal
constitute o relatively Insignificant

part of the flora of Yossmite, repre
sented by over 1400 specles of
plants.

Twa states have as their state flow
ar the apple blossom. While the ap-
ple dogen'l occcur nafurally in the
park, numercus trees aré present and
heve an interesting history.,

It is hoped that the list of state
flowears and state birds will aoguain!
visitors with that aspect of their state
cnd to guide them in searching for o
little kit of home in Yosemite,

Blagk headed Grosbeak




Staie
Flower

Soldenrod
Giant Caoctus

YOSEMITE

Yosemile
Counterpart

Goldenrod Yellow-hammer

State Bird

Cactus Wren

40

Yosemite
Counterpart

Flicker
Bock Wren

Apple Blossom Apple Blossom Meockingbird  Mockingbird
Golden Poppy Golden Poppy  Calif, Quail
Lark Bunting Lazuli Bunting

Columbine
Mt Laurel
Pzach Blossom

American
Becuty Hose
Orange
Blossom
Pasture Hose
Syringa
Violet

Zinmnic

Wild Rose
Sunflower
Golden Red

Magnolia
White Pine
Cone
Elack-eved
Susan
Mavilower

Apple Blossom Apple Blossom

Moccasin
Flower
Magnolle
Hawthorn
Bitterroot
Goldenrod
Sagebrush
Purple Lilac
Violet
Rose
Yuecco
Dogwood

Prairie Rose
Hed Carnation

Columbineg
Pale Laurel
Chokecherry

Wild Rose

Wild Rose
Svyringa
Viclet

Asler

Wild Rose
Sunflowear
Goldenrod

White Pine
Cone
Black-syed
Suson
Lady's Slipper

Lody's
Slipper

Lpple
Bitterroot
Goldenrod
Soigebrush
Ash
Winlet
Wild Rose

Dogwood

Wild Bose
Indian Pink

Calif. CQuuail

Bobin Robin
Blue Hen cooty Grouss
Chicken

Wood Thrush Hearmit Thrush
Mockingbird  Mockingkird
Brown Thrasher Hermit Thrush
M, Blusbird Mt Bluekird

Cordingl Black-headed
Groshenk

Cardinal Black-headed
Grosheak
Goldfinch Gaoldiinch

Meadowlark  Meadowlark

Cerdinel Black-headed
Grosheak

Brown Pelican White Palican
Chickades Chickades
Baltimore Bullock's

Cricle Criole
Chickades Chickodes

Robin Robin

Scorlet We. Tonager
Tanager

Mockingbird  Mockingbird
BElusbird Bluehird
Meadowlark  Meadowlark
Meadowlark  Meadowlark
Mi, Blugbird  Mi. Bluehird
Purple Finch  Purple Finch
zoldfinch Goldlinch
Blugbird Blughbird
Bood Runner  Rood Runner

Cardinal Black-headed
Grosheak

Meadowlark  Meodowlark

Cardinal Black-headad

Grosbheak
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Oklohoma Mistleteoe Mistleice Bobwhite Ol
Oregon Oregon Graps Meadowlark  Meadowlark
Pann. Mt Leursl Pale Laurel Ruffed Grouse Sooty Grouss
Rhode Is. Violet Violet Bobwhite Valley Quail
a. C. Yallow Carclina Wren  Rock Wren
Jessamine
S. D Pasque Flower  Clematis Ring-necked
Pheasant
Tennesses Irls Iris Mockingbird  Mockinghird
Taxas Blue Bonnet Lupine Mockingbird  Mockingbird
Uich Sego Lily  Mariposg Lily Gl Gull
Vermonl Red Clover Clowver Hermit Thrush Hermit Thrush
Virginia Degwoed Dogwood Cardinal Block-headed
Grosheak
Woeshington Rhododendron Azalen Willowr Goldlinch
Croldtinch
W, V. Rhododendron Aralea Tuftad Titmouss Plain Titmouse
Wisconsin Violet Vielet Rabin HRohbin
Wyoming Indian Paint  Indian Paint  Meadowlork  Meodowlark
Brush Brush
REPOSE

Treetops waving gently
Seemad {o beckon me to come
To the shelter of their bosoms
While a song was coming from
The lipz of loughing waters,
And the wind was writing slories
On the firmament in ozure,
Of Nature and her glories.

With the echo of her ballad
From the woedland coming sweetly,
The sky and living things
Responding so discrestly
Urging my soul to linger longer
To enjoy the sweet reposs,
In blissful meditation,
Hear its poetry and iis prose,

—Alired E. Brighton
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