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Tueaulala and Wapama Falls fram Hetch Helehy Dam, 1925
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TO TUEEULALA AND WAPAMA

By Howard H. Coler, Ranger-Naiuralist

Although we had not planned it
e were glad we made the walk
o the dam at Heich Hetchy to the
gse of the folls which come over
he north rim of the canyon. Not one
fisitor in a hundred has heard of
lueeulala and Wapama, and not
e of a thousand has ever seen
hese becutiful falls,

The roar of the falls con be heard
one goes through the for end of
.l...- tunnel, away from the nolss of

g water rushing through the dam.
flthough both Tuesulala and Wa-
peirrie con be sean from the areqa of
lhe dam the true realization of their
bacuty and force s in direct propor-
lon fo one's nearnsss to them. The
ntense roar of the while, foamy,
nshing water and the very wet
which billows out as o result
g indeed impressive.

The average hiker will take abeul
an hour to cover the distance from
he dom to the falls. The only route
available is along the road which

lies between the base of the cliff and
the water's edge, This road has a
gradual ingline and if followed leads
io Miguel Meadows. Abeul hall the
distance to the falls g trail is token
which eventually leads up the Tucl-
umne River to Tuolumne Meadows
and the Tioga Road, about 44 miles
distance and 4500 feet higher in sle-
valion,

As we walked along, it was in-
teresting io lock at the reservoir
some 150 to 200 fest below us. In
places =zubmerged rocks could be
sesn along the shore while in others
the waoter was a deep blue, indicat-
ing great depth up to the shoreline,
Far out in the watsr were floating
lags, carried down by the Tuolumne
lik= so many mertch sticks,

Brockman, in Principal Waterfalls of
the World, lists the total height of
Tussulala as 1000 feet with oan es-
sentially kee leap of nol more them
600 fmet. Although it generally dis-
appears by late July, the unusually
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Hetch Helchy Valley and Falls before 1206,

heavy snow in late winter of 1958
mecnt abundant water coming over
the rim on July 11, As we bent ocur
necks and looked up at it, I saw a
eimilerrity to Bridalveil Fall in Ye-
zemite Valley, Later, | was interest.
ed to read that John Mulr had called
it the most graceful fall he had ever
seen and that he, too, compared it
with Bridalveil

Just lo the left of where Tuesulala:

pours over the lip o huge rock futs
above the ctherwise smooth horizon,
We estimated it to be 30 fest in
height, Across the water o the right
side of the lip lies another large rock
which seems to protrude several fest
out over the rim. One wonders how
memy ages this rock has besn In
thls positien and i the forces of nao-
ture will ever cause it to fall,

Very little of the waler from
Tuesulala flows under the bridge

on the trail at this time of the year.
Most of 1t goss under the trail by
way of a flume and enters the reser
voir among the rocks o few feet
below the trail,

Soon, on rounding a bend and go
ing over a rise in the trail, Wopama
comes into view, One can sse only
the lower fall at first, but we were
immediataly aware of o much
greater volums of water here than
in Tuessulala, A few vords farther
and we locked straight into the foace
of the upper fall with its remendous
cloud of spray shooting out hun
dreda of feet. There are three
bridges under which the water races
to the deep blue depths of Heich
Hetchyv, We were impressed with
their safe sturdy noture as we stood
looking down at the swirling white
water, At first you wonderad about
crossing such a torrent of water but
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polid appecrance of the 4inch
8 in the tlooring and the heavy
foundations scon quell vyour
lg. It had been hot on the frail
the cooling mist was more than
leome. It reminded us of the Mist
lin sarly summer on the way to
rnol Fall,

The lopographic map of Yosemite
lonal Park gives 1500 {zel as the
| drop of Weapamea., No figures
@ been found as io the height of
Individual drops. They ars closs
pther cmd, as John Muir said, the
tre fall “"seems to be nearly vert-
| when one iz standing in front of

FE e

Standing il the base of Wapama
Fall, using one's imagination and
aoing back to the Hme before this
valley was covered with water, one
is impressed with its similarity to
Yosemite Valley. Early pictures of
Heich Heichy confirm what you
have wisualized. Even though the
precipitous wealls come down to the
wdler's edge in momy placez and
form a beautiful sgstting, cne can't
help but wish for the natural, un-
looded walley with its winding Tu-
clumne: River intc which these
wrterfalls once emptied,

Hetch Hsichy Hesecveir; 1942

—Anderson, NFS
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PRESIDENTIAL VISITS TO YOSEMITE

By Marvin R. Koller, Ranger-Naturalist

Conclusion

In 1808 another President arrived
while still in office. This Hime the dis-
tinguished visitor was not the out
door type. The President was William
Howord Taft and his greatest prob-
flem seemed to be his welght. An
aide wrote that President Toft
welghed 320 pounds and that while
he was amiable and would do what-
ever was required of him, he should
not be allowed to over-exert himsslf,
A doctor was In the presidential
party especially to walch thet the
Presiden! goined no more weight.

This did little good as President Tl
wars wined and dined during his &
tire western trip and actually gained
waight thonks to the generosgity of
his many hosts.

At Glacier Point it was declded
that a horse should be provided |
carry Taft down the trail to the Va
ley floor. A beoutiful gray named
Eagle was chosen to do the job bl
after comparing the President with
the girth of the horse it was desmed
more advisable to let Eogle conp
down unburdened. Eagle comi

FDH ond Party in Yosemite Valley, July 15, 1938
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John Muic ot the Grizzly Giant

down ouite undi bul Presi This meont o whole change of
dent Taft perspire profusely as clothing should be made upon his
he walked down from the heights. arrival at the Sentinel Hotel, How-
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gver, the luggoge contoining the
proper clothing was not avatlable
omd =so President Taft had to go to
bed while his clothes dried in the
sun along the clothesline near the
Merced River. Nowhere in Yosemite
could clothes be found to it the
Presideni; hence the necessity lo put
him' to bedl

On the oceasion of this visit, Presi-
dent Toft mel Galen Clark, then in
his nineties, The ollowing vear
Clark passed away and was loid to
rest in his sequoic-guarded place in
the picneer cemetery.

The one President from California
was Herbert Hoover ond as o resi-
dent of Calilomia he modestly
visited Yosemite at various intervals.
President Hoover did not wvisit the
Park while he was in office but his
admirgiion of Yosemite iz well
known.

The last President in office to come
i Yosemite was Fronklin Delono
Roosevelt. He arrived on July 15,
1838. His trip was by rail fo El Ported,
then by cutomobile, He was core-
fully. routed trom Tunnel View end
PBridalyeil Falls 1o Hoppy Isles and

cut the Merced Road past Yosamite
Falls. It was relickly reported the
the President was "enraptured.” He
"ohed" and "ahed" much as anyens
impressed by the grand scenes be-
tore them.

President Dwight I Eisenhower
has been to Yosemile, too, bul nof
while in cifice. He came while o
General with NATO, shortly belore
he became President of the United
otates.

Thus, the visils of Presidents wers
memy Hmes the usual sightsesing
and momentary wocoations, However
as you hove noted by now, thers
were momenious resulls from some
visits and we may quite rightly ecn
clude as President Garfleld wrote in
the Grand Register: “"No one con
thoughtfully study the Valley and it:
surrcundings without being broad
minded thersafter,”

(See "We Will Pitch Camp at Bridal
veil” by Rolph Anderson, Yosemid
Nature Notes, Vol. XXX, May 185
Mo, 5, pp. 4246, and "Roosevelt an
Muir - Conservationists” by Richard |
Hortesveldl, Yosemife Nuature Nofoo,
Vol. XXXIV, November 1955, No, |
pp. 133-136.)

Park Superinlendent Lawis and Herbert Hoower, 1027
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RECENT OBSERVATIONS OF THE PINE MARTEN IN YOSEMITE

By John D. Cunningham, Ranger-Naturalist

The pins marten {Marfes americana
errac), while not an especially rare
ammal of the Slerra Nevada, is
ot frequently seen by the averoge
bisltor to Yosemite. This interesting
bnimal is about the size of a house
al and is usually found in or near
rockslides in forested areas from the
rad fir belt o timberline,

As ronger-noturalista and  other
fintarested persons go about their
ark in Yosemite, they nolice inter-
pating or unusual facts about the
ildlife of the reglon. These focts
nnd all related data are recorded in
all pocket notebooks ond later
llled in the Museum. Several recent
gervations on the pine marten are
Inleresating,
The marten appears to be a cur-
jeus mammal and con sometimes be
Investioated quite closely. Ranger-
aturalist Loy Richords observed
e near Tuolumne Poss from a dis-
lance of only six feel at 3:30 In the
fternoon in September, 1857. In
Pugust, 1957, Rangernaturalist
H. W, Carpenter watched a marten
mear May Lake. [t was in g hollow
p and would psek out at him
occasionally. Each time it retreated
into the safety of the stump, it would
mit o short growl, The day before,
IMr. Carpenter watched another mar-
len at about noon near Badaer Pass
g | crossed o log with something in

s mouth.

Martens have been cbserved high
above tHmberline crawling in and
gl of rocks at cn elevation of 12,500

Sierra Pine Marien

teet on Mt Dana. Grinnel and Storer
in their Awimal Life in the Yasemite
record the marten as eccurring only
o on elevation of 10,350 feet. Ceoca-
slonally, especialy in winter, the
marten will also retreat to a lower



glevation than usual, On a Novem-
ber morning in 1949, o marten was
cheerved investigating an old wood
pile behind the Fish Holchery ot
Happy Isles. This is the lowest ele-
vation at which the marten has thus
far been found in Yosemite. Another
marien was cbserved on the Vernal
Fall trail, threequarters of a mile
from Happy [sles, in 1926, * Happy
Isles is cool and domp ond repre-
sents the lowest elevation at which
several other onimal species hove
been captured.

Martens apparently are playful
animals and somewhat gregarious.
Several have besen seen togsther ot
various times, Near Merced Pass on
a Seplember morning, six were ssen
playing and lounging on the rocks
in the sun. When disturbed they dis-
appeared in the rocks, but within
five mnutes, two of them reappearad
and again took their positions. On
the ridge near Huckleberry Lake on
May 1, 1950, the tracks of three or
four mariens were noled in the snow,
In 1956, martens nested in the attic
of Buck Camp Ranger Station:

Waterwhaee! Falls on

Of the weasel tribe, the only one
to hibernate, and then only undes
severs conditions, is the skunlk. Thus
the pine marten is active throughout
the winter. The snow survey crew
in Jonuary, 1956, reported sesing
marten tracks from Snow Flat 1o
Tioga Pass. & marten pesked throuah
a crack in the shutter of a cakin n
Tuslumne Meadows, After being di
turbed, this animal ran around the
cutside of the cabin for 15 minuies
Another marten had  visited he
Tioga Pass Ranger Station and in
vestigated some cons leit outside the
buildine.

There is much to be learned aboul
Yosemite's cnimals, ond one does
nol have to be a trained zoologist o
make o significant contribution, Anl
mal activity which s Interesting or
even seemingly ordinary is worthy
of note, Take time out from scurry
ing here and thers over Yosemita's
trails to jol down o few notural his
tory ohservations!

*See Russell, C. P., Yosemite Natur
Notes, Vol. V, Dec, 1926, No. 12
p. 94

the Tuslumne River

—Anderson, NI'S




A NEW SERIES OF HISTORICAL COMPARISON PICTURES

At 10:30 a.m. on June 18, 1859 the first photographic plate ever to be
posed in Yosemite Valley wos made. A specicl issue telling of this event,
nd .the research undertaken to find an original print, is planned for the
g issue of Yosemite Nafure Notes.

B serles of historical comparison pictures will be published from time
) lime to commemorate the early photographers who carried their enormous
ameras over non.existen! trails, elahty to one hundred years ago.

For this series we are indebted to Mr. ond Mrs. A. W. Hood, Yosemite

ational Park's indefatigable collaborators, whe heave, during the past
veral summers devoted their attention to the eorly photographic records

ol the park. They are now engoged in retoking os mony os possible of
ese old views.

We regret that many pictures will be undated. Anvy help from our
readers will be most welcome. We would also like to take this opportunity
o thank the libraries and persons who have allowed us to reproduce items
from their collections.

' The Editor



On the evening of June 21, 1859, Rev. Ferdinand C. Ewer made this
pencil sketch of Yosemite's first bridge. James M. Hutchings, who visited
Yosemile Valley with Rev. Ewer, refers to this bridge as follows:

“Our guide announced that the horses were ready . . . we
were soon in cur soddles ond off After crossing a rude bridge
over the main stream, which is here about sixty feef in width and
elght feet deep at this season of the year, we kept to the north bank

a short distance .
Hutchings' California Magazine, V. 4, p. 194.
Photo courtesy of California Historical Soclety, San Francisco.
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In almost the same locotion, the Sentinel Bridge was built in 1918 and
Wwos regarded as wholly adequate to withstand high water and increasing
wisitor use. Today it iz with difficulty that buses and aulos squeeze by one
gncther. Most visitors prefer lo regord it s one-woy and good-naturedly
:l-;::lce turnz crossing. Fishermen and photographers "stand slim” along the
forrow sidewalks and the park engineers conalder the future of this atruc-
lire as everincreasing numbers of people visit the park.

Fhoto by A, W, Hood - September 8, 1958
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THREES CHANGE SLOWLY AT HIGH ALTITUDES

By Heva Snell and Frances Carier

These lodgepole pines have changed very little in twenty-two years,
in spite of their exposed location just over the crest of a windswept ridge
at about 8,100 feet elevation. Of particular interest is. the tenacity of small
dead twigs, such as the lowest one on the left side. The taller tree of the
clump shows slight growth af the top, while o few lower branches on both
trees have died back.

The 1935 photograph was taken fo show the nesting hele of o pair of
Modoc Woodpeckers (located by the white arrow about one-third of the
way up the slonting trunk). The hole appeared to be unoccupied on briet
ingpaction in late June, 1857, and during several hours observation on
July 1, 1958. These dates may have been tco early atf this elevation, The
1935 ebservation was probably made about July 10

These trees are in o research area in the Park, north of Yosemite Valley.
PHOTOS:

Left side: 1935 Photographer unknown.
Right side: 1957 Neva Snell
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