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I# cOOPENATION WITH THE Mamownal Pans Sgavice,

COYER—Maony renders of the Morch issue of Yosrwife hove ewpressed interest in o pictun
of both Roosevelt and Muir. The Underwood and Underwood photographer was on hard o
Glacier Point on this day in Moy 1903 and snopped the picture which is our cover for 1t
month,
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JOHN MUIR AND THEODORE ROOSEVELT IN YOSEMITE

By Williom E. Colby

article in the March 1959
Natwre Notes, Part 1T of "'Pres-
phllal Visits o Yosemite is admir-
and contoing much valuoble
and informotion as related by
irles Leidig, who accompanied
jir and Roosevelt as one of the
pkers, Immediately on his return
i the trip John Muir gove me a
felled ccoount of it and the follow-

recollections of what he told me
il ©idd some interesting sidelights.
¥ C. Hart Merriam, head of the
Wled States Biological Survey in
mahinaton was largely responsible
bringing the two men logether,
wos o close friend of both, hav-
been on trips with each, and as
h as he waos advised thot Presi-
HRoosevelt intended to visit Yo-
@, he realized that John Muir,
his Yosemite and love-af-nature
tkground, would be the idsal com-
lon for the President on such a

trip. Only two years earlier Dr, Mer-
riam and John Muir were together
on a frip inio Tuclumne Meadows,
on the first meajor outing of the Sierra
Club. Dr. Merriam's suggestion was
heartily accepted by Roosevelt and
he at cnee extended an efficial invi-
fation to John Muir to cccompany
him. Muir had dglready promised
Professor Sargent of the Armeld
Arboretum (one of the world author-
ities on trees) to toke o trip with him
to study the forests of Asia and their
tickets had already been bought. o,
ot first, Muir intended to decline the
President’s  invitation.,  However,
Muir's friends told him that an invi-
tation from the President wos in ef-
fect a command and it would be
lese majeste 1o refuse. This argument
hed little weight with o man of Muir's
independence, but when his friends
urged that the trip would give Muir
on exceptional opportunily to con-



veri ihe Presidsnt 1o some of his for-
g5t and National Park preservation
ideas, he ot once recognized that the
chance waos toe good to miss. He
communicatsd with Professor Sar-

gent whe agresd reluctomtly to o
postponameant of their trip o Asle
Sargent wrote Muir stating that his
trip with the President could de them
some good If Muir gol lelers from
the President to the Tzar of Russia
and the Empsror of Ching which
wonld facilitate their trovel in thosge
counirisa,

Muir wenl down to the Oaklend
Mole where the President's special
train woe being made up in prepar-
ationy for his trip. The President was

Although  John  Muir
was most active in
the Yosemite region
his conservation ideals
were so broad as fo
include many other
areas of national in
terest, He spent some
time in  Yellowstone
and in the -

delivering an address on Conserve
tion of Natural Bescurces befors the
Commonwealth Club In San Fros
cisco and would not board the spe
cigl until after midnight, Muir aszkes
to be shown to his Pullmean berth, o
it weaz 10 pom. and he wished o &
tire cnd et some sleep. He was of
vis=d that this would be highly =
proper and that prolocol caolled &8
hig stoying up till the President &
rived, Anyone who knew John Ma®
vould know what his reaction o &8
would be. He was in his berth o=
aslesp when the President orrive
long after midnight.

In the morning John Muir wes
igken into the President's priv

s

%
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cor and introduced. In erder o be
sure niot to forget what Sargent hiod
raguested, Muir haod Sargent's letter
in his overcoat pecket cnd honded it
over lo the President. But Muir had
forgotten that Sargent had lallen out
with Bocsevelt becouse the Prestdent
had failed to keep him on the Fed-
eral Forestry Commission as Chalr-
man, and in the sarly part of the
latter Bargent had referred lo Roose-
vell as that blankety-blank President,
and loid it on pretty thick., When the
President reached that part of ths
ietter, he burst into uprogrious
lqughter, Muir, realizing the misiaks
e heod mode,  grabbes d {he
sack., An Incident like thet "dee-
lightad’ the President, and he od-
vised Muilr that the President newver
wrote letters directly to the heods
of other governments but that lsiters
to our Ambassador in those countriss
would serve every purpose ond
these would be forthcoming.

The special train pulled in at Ray-
mond and the party, which was a
arge one, composad of leading poli-
ticians (Governor George C. Pardes,
wmong them, and also Benjamin Ide
Wheeler, President of the University

l=tter

Petrified Forest
of Arizong. Hiz
ween mind al-
=oys assembling
nature’s secrets
which he shar-
#d freely with
ais fellowmen:

—Photo by
Helen Muir

of Californial, chenged to the wailing
strgecoaches. They orrived ot the
McxripD o Grove of Big Trees late in
the afterncon, They r"ll got out near
the Grizzly Giant and viewed the
mogmificent forsst in that vicinity.
Cnly a lovored few weare in on the
secrat that President Hoossvell and
John Mulr were to spend the night
slesping out under the glants. The
politiciems  had  planned  otherwise
and had arranged for a great dinner
at the Woweona Hotel thot h
When they lound thol the principal
Higure was not to bs thers thay ware
dumfounded. All the defails of the
President’s trip had been kept strict
lv socret for securily reasons. No
secrel service men ococompanied
Muir and Roosewvell, something un-
precedentad.

RAoozevelt's bagaogs, sither by
|u'=-"f'<r- or purposely, hod been logen
on o the Wowona Hotel although
he '."u:[u:l ordered it lell ot the Mari
posa Grove, When he found that his
orders had besn disregarded he lost
his temper in choarocieristic fashion,
With aritted testh he teld the men in
chorae in most emphatic language.
"You go down to Wawona and bring
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back my baggage as quick as God
will let vou" This incident made
guife an impression on Muir and he
repeated it o me with all of Roose-
velt's fervor

They slept oul under the giant
trees that night in o place selected
by Muir,

The next cnd

morning Leidig

Lecnard, Yosemite's first Park rang-
ers, arrived with the saddle horses
and pack stock: After viewing more
of the wonderful trees on horsebock,
the party took the old trail to Glacier
Point, That night they comped at the
crossing of Bridalvel]l Cresk or one of

its branches, Muir told me the coamy
was in o fine grove of Abies magrifice
ired fir) and that he mode a fir boug
bed for the President A wvery liohl
snow was falllng ond, with o an
compfire oul in front far enough |
prevent injuring the trees, they .
cosily under the trees [ocing the |
Here thev had some of their memo
ahle talks on conservation and Mu
convinced Roosevelt that the Yoson
ite Valley, which was then a Sl
Park, should be turmed back to th
Federal Government ond becoms
part of the great surrounding Yosem
ite National Park.

Theodore |
grociously ok
of Mrs. The
and Mrs. loh
bum followin
to  Hill's
Fine Painting
WO,
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hod read in the popers that
poon os his Presidential term ex-
d the President planned to loke
p o Alfrica hunting wild game
fl that he was going to gel pairs
# groups of the important animals
mounting ond exhibition in the
lcan Museum of Neatural His-
In New York, Muir, with his
leh  forthrighiness and  natural
jlre to protect all wildlifs, tock this
artunity to criticize Roocsewvelt for
ol Muir considered a very un-
d-for destruction of wildlife. He
"Mr. President, | understand
| you plan a trip o Afrea soon
that vou are going to slaughter
of those poor defenseless ani-
over thers.” Hoosevell was
taken aback by this very blunt
am, bul nothing delighted him
fllor than controversy, so, when he
ol recovered from his surprise, he
d 1o Muir, "Talk akout slaughter-
animals, vou eat meot, don't
u?" Te which Muir cannily replied,
w8, | do, but somebody else
mughters it." Of course Muir's view-
inl had little effect on the Presi.
fnt's policy and he visited Africo
plonned and brought back to the
wted States one of the greatest and
wet collections of animals ever to
displayed for pukblic view., How-
, Roozevelt admired Muir for his
unt siricerity and they became the
miesl of friends.
The next day they traveled to Gla-
r Foint, stopping on the way to
pend Sentinel Dome. Roosevelt
8 tremendously impresed with the
ow of the Valley and the High
prra from the Dome and from Gla-
it Point. The photograph of the

twa standing at Glacier Point, which
appeared in all the popers, is char-
acleristic of the two men—FPresiden
Roecsevelt exuding vitality, assertive-
nes and leaderhip, Muir demure (no
pun intended), retiring, shrinking
from the limelight—but both of them
inflexible whan il came to a matter
of principls.

From Gracler Point they went down
the tradl inte the Valley by way of
Nevada Fall, stopping in the Valley
only for a short stay at Jorgensen's
coltaoge where they met a few oav-
ored cnes. While they weare crossing
the Sentinel Bridge on horseback o
voungster shouted out, "Hello, Ted-
dy.” Roosevelt, tired, hot and dusty
and evidenily a liitle out of patisnce
at getting bock into the crowds,
reined in his ‘mount and procesded
lo give the small boy a lecture on
propristy and deference o elders.
To the consternation and disappoint-
ment of the politicos, the announce-
ment was made that Roosevelt and
Muir would eamp that night in view
of Bridalveil Fall where the stoges
leaving the Valley picked them up
the next morning, (1)

This trip with Roosevelt gave Muir
an exceptional opportunity to dis.
cusg with him problems of conzarva-
tion aond preservation of parklonds
and forests, Muir convinced the Prea-
ident of the great desirability of hav-
ing California turn back to the United
States the jurisdiction and control
of Yosemite Valley, isclated as it
was by the great surrounding Ye-
semite National Park created by

11} See alse “We'll Camp Tonight at Bridalvail
Ii"-l"'{;:| Baoiph Anderson, Yewsete Nalsre Nafer,
v 1951, Vel XXX, Mo, 5

der Ralph Anderson of the Washington Office has called te our attention that Roosevelt

_' ibly did not spend the night at the Wewana Hotel as we stated in the March 1959
of Yowmite, However, the register of the Wawono Hotel for Monday, May 18, 1903,
ains Roosevelt's signature olong with the signatures of members of his party. Wha can

us for sure?



T'he parks do not belong to one state or to
one section.

They bave become Democratized.

The Yosemite, the Yellowstone, the
Grand Canyon are National Properties in
which every citizen bas a vested interest;

They belong as much to the man of
Massachusetts, of Michigan, of Florida,

as they do to the people
of California, of Wyoming, and Arizona.

—Mclntyre, NPS

SterHEN T. MATHER
FirsT DirEcTOR,
MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Congress largely on the recommen- Muir he would, It was this fdends!
dation and initiative of Muir. At the made on this comping trip, whi
end of that year, at Muir's request, I much later resulled m Roosew
drew up o bill which was submitted  iasuing Proclamations creating
lo the State Legislature in January Grand Conyon and also the Petrl
1904, receding the Yosemite Valley Forest Naolional Monuments in
to the federal government. The kil zona It was, therefors, mighty lu
passed ‘atter o long and bitter fight for conservation that Mulr deci
and Congress, afler another hard to posipone his Siberign irip
battfle, accepted the recession. Roos:  Sargent emd o visil Yosemite
evelt promptly signed it as he told Roosevelt,

FOOTHNOTE - In the April 1959 grticle on Prosidont Taift's visit to Yosemite Volley i 1908, the |
thot John Muir received a speciol invitation te eccompany The party o il meftioned, buat in
llustration af the poarty standirg in front of the Grivzly Giont, John Muir iz at the right of Pres
Taft, On that trip he wos with Taft on the |aftess famous woalk down the Four Mile Trail
Glacler Poimt ta the Volley floor. Muir managed to get in o fow words in opposition to Son Fron
application for maokino o reservair of Hetch Hetchy Volley, Prasident Toft’s ad=imstration later co
the applicotion, but Taolt wos defeated when he ron for o second ferm and Congress, toking
motter in haond, passed the Bill which doomed the Hetch Hetchy. John Mulr grieved so ower This
there ls na doubt that it hostened his death o short time |ober
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THE CALIFORNIA BUCKEYE

By Robert W. Crippin, Ranger-Naturalist

The oddly beautiful, shrublike
Bickeye (Avsonluy califormive) is an
habliant of the Coost Ranges of
iral Colifornia and the dry foot-
Il of the central Sierra Nevada. It
M native to the upper Sonoran Zone
b Yosemite National Park and, in
general, is not commaon above 2000-

W0 fsat, 1t is often assoclated with
the foothill caks and other chaparral.
h the park the buckeve extends up
Merced Canyon as far as El Por-
end reaches Heleh Hetchy in the
plumne Canyon. It usually grows
clumps, scottered omong other
feea, Seldom is it feund in o pure
The Forty-Niners knsw 11 well and
Mhey gove it the noame of California

poarr  because of its pearshaped
g. s common nome comes from

buck’s eye, Botonically it is o mem-
of the horss-chestnut fomily
One might say that this tree besi
wxpresses the seasons in Calilornio—
he wet winters and dry summers, It
hae adapted itself to cur Medilerra-
pean-like climate becouse, by no-
fure, it is not suiled to our long, dry
pummers. [t concentrates its luxur.
jant growth in the wet springs and
heds its leaves in the lale summer
o endure the enforced drouth.

Amid all the sombker, needle-
poved evergreens ond the gliftering,
broad leaved trees of Yoszemite No-
flonal Park, the buckeye makes a
atriking contrast. It is one of the most
bacutiful and unique of western
hardwosds; not only in s shining
nakedness, which lasis from late

summer unitl Februory, but in the
spring when the refreshing pale
green leaves frst appear, Again |t
iz startling in early summer when the
trees are coverad with thousands of
fragrant, white blossoms in greot,
candelabrodike spires. Finally, it is
interssting in the fall when the euri-
cus seed pods hang from bare
boughs.

California buckeve grows from len
to twenty feet high and from three
to slx inches in diomster. with groy
or whitish, smeooth bark, The crown
is usually broader than high and is
rather flat topped. The legves are
nurnerous and wide-spraading. They
are opposite and palmately com.
pound. Each leaf is mads up of us-
ually five leaflets that the broodly
lanee-shoped, bright ‘green on both
sides cand three to five inches lona.
They are shed in August, leaving the
bore limbs which couse visitors o
the park to think the trees dre dying.

The long, compoct clusters of
snowy white flowers, four to six
inches long, reach out stiffly and
rather regularly cll over the crown.
Only o few {lowers near the top of
the cluster, howawver, have fertile pis-
titz which con develop into fruit. The
flowers come in May and Tune, long
after the leaves have uniclded.

The mature fmit is pearshaped,
two cnd one half to three inches
leng. It iz golden brown in color,
smoath, covered by o green husk
and hangs conspicucusly from the
tips of the bare branches. Frequent-
lv more thon a thousond seeds ore
produced by a good sized tree.
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Though peisonous to calfle and
humeans, these sseds were a staple
in the diet of the California Indions.
Nuts in their raw siale were placsd
in the conventional "baking pit”
lined with hot stones and allowed
to steam lor several hours. They
were then sliced and placed in run.
ning water for from two to five days,
or mashad info a paste and leached,
The resulting mash was usually sat-
en cold. Often the meal was mixed
wth clay to neutralize poiscnous
cqualities. These nuis were used only
Wh-E'l'.I. OOOITIS Ware SCarCe,

Mashed nuils were often used as
a fish poison. The Indians pul the
mash in creeks and pocls and then
gathered the stupified fish. They also

used the bucksve as a medicing to
ease toothache and other pains,

In areas whers the buckeye grows
profusely, beskespers suffer heavy
loeses from ils poisonous nectar, bul
the honey is safe to use.

The wood, though I has ne repu-
tation in the lumber business, is long:
lasting, even in contact with the soil
Hence it makes fine fencepost mo-
tarial in the foothill ranching coun-
try where it delights to grow.

A buckeve may not grow large but
that i=s not for lack of vears. It is said
that It takes one hundred yeors to
meture, and that it may live onother
hundred without maoking much
growth,

FLOWER SECCESSION IN MEADOWS

By Glenn B. Coy, Ranger-Naturalist

The meadows of the Sierra are
flower gardens. This iz because of
the abundance of moisture and pos-
sibly the areater depth of the soil
These arsas undergo a succession of
blooms ifrom scon aofter the spring
thaws until well inte the summer
seqason. Some may persist until Labor
Day or early foll. Many meadows
show o distinet succession of pre-
dominant colors. The earliest phase
is predominanily purple or pink,
These may be [bllowsd by whiles
cnd then yellows.

As i lo contradict this, the earliss
plants in high areasz around Bridal-
veil Cresk are the small marsh mari-
wolds (Caltha biflora). These are not
showy single flowers so much as
in mass displays, while the grasses
are siill growing. On the ground

around the borders are dwarf mem-
bers of the mimulus group. Deog-
wood glves a green and white frame
lo the picture.

By the end of [une the showy
shooting star  (Dedecatheon  Jeffreyi)
has begun to make its appearance.
The welter meadows then kecoms
nearly solid carpets of lavender
from these relatives of the cyclamen.
Here ond there' are white tufts of
knotweed or liny grsen and while
spears of the rein-orchis, o tiny but
eagily recognized orchid. The deep
blue shading of comas  (Camassia
quamash) reinforces omd gives depth
ic the general bockaround. On the
barders meadow lupines point to the
sky and compliment the pink Sierra
forget-me-not (Lappual velutine) and
the blue of mertensia. & delightful
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Birprise on the ground are diminu
i e blue aond white violeis.,

With no agreat landare, the scene
Bhanges next o o predominance of
Whiles with the blooming of the com
Wy (Veratrwm  coliformicum), often
Wilsicken for skunk cobbogs. The
Bpeciocular sow paranip (Heracliem
Bewatim) with its cauliflowerlike top
W o much less subile addition to the
Wlddle act of the show, The dainty
Dupen Anne's lace (Ewlopbns bolan-

|| Weri} s, however, the dominant plant,
W replaces former purples emd pinks
Bth drifis of white, like midsummer
BRnow barks.

The last part of this chanaing
seene is largelya lomily offair, in-
Yolving the sunflowers or compos-
Men, almost entirely, Meadows which
were formerly swomps are now dry-
g, Yellows are becoming the dom-
nonl shodes, Gong are the great

Cathedral

masses of color. In drifts ond fov-
ored spols, however, cne con find
drifts of sneezewsed (Helemimm bige-
foviiy, an unpleasant name for o
bazauliful flowesr, and the cone flower
{Rudbeckia  califorwica), Spikes of
golden rod  (Solidego elongate) are
clumped hers and there. Howewver,
as though o breck up the fomily
picturs, meadow hosackio and other
lotuses may take over some mea-

dows almost entirely with their
flowsrs which lock like yellow
sweatpeas.

Az summer ends and fall ap
proaches, the tlowers grodualy dis-
appear. In their ploces we find
grasses turning lo gold bearing full
fruiting heads. Each plont, with iis
display of fruits and seed pods, is
preparing  for the dormant season
and the reenactment of the colorful
droma in the coming year.

Feck rises serenely above lovely Tuolumme Meadows, largest in the

Sierra Mevadas. This meodow displays o bountiful arroy of olpine flowers thraugh-
cut the short growing season that exists at this high altitude, 8,600 feat.
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Trees have now overgrown the
meadow and provide shiode for
campers in Caomp 7.

—Huaod, 1957

The Royal Arches and Wasl
imgtorn  Column  were phot
grophed by WWeed from 1k
bank of the Marced River

1 B64.
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