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THE YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION
. ITS PURPOSES _ |

1. To gather and disseminate information on the wald-life of
the Sierras.

2.- To develop and enlarge the Tosemite Museum (in co-

operation with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-

sidiary units, such as the Glacier Point lookout and branches of
similar nature.

3. To promote the educational work of the Tosemite Nature
Guide Service. .

4. To publish (in co-operation with the U. S. National Park
Service) “Yosemite Nature Notes™.

5. To study living conditions, past and present, of the Indians
of the Yosemite region.

6. To maintain in Yosemite Valley a library of historical,
scientific, and popular interest.

7. To further scientific investigation along lines of greatest
popular interest and to publish, from time to time, bulletins
of non-technical nature.

8. To strictly limit the activities of the association to purposes
which shall be scientific and educational, in order that the
organization shall not be operated for profit.

MAY WE SEND YOU EACH ISSUE OF YOSEMITE
" NATURE NOTES?

Your check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturalist, Yosemite
. National Park, will help to pay the coét of its publication for
one year and make you a member of the Yosemite Natural
History Association for the same period.

- From tHE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OUT-DOOR

¢ RE{_}REAT]ON

Called by Presioent Cooringe

“THAT THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE NATURE STUDY IN sCHOOLS
AND THE EXTENSION OF THE NATURe Stupy IDEA TO EVERY
AMERICAN SCHOOL AND FAMILY; . . . . . THAT THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF MUSEUMS OF NATURAL HISTORY IN INATIONAL PARks
WILL INCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE
paRKS .—Resolution of the Conference.
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By ROLAND

& of fir, or along the canvon
the sombre, silent depths of

In o most indefinite manner,

of deep grunting.

b many woed's fvovelers  such
B und indefinable sounds are &
Cominnus, ond, to put i omildly,

B a good deal of curiosity. The
re geides are (reguentls asked
peturring hilkers what the elow
fing i=. Nearlyv sl agree it 13
! nwl, and thet it ba too blg o
for the mountiin pigeon—the
A-tail, [f the listener lz of the
who want te do thelr 2WD
£ out, he can wilth patience
out the puzzle. By maving
g n baae line, such as a (rail
[Hutening for the voice at Alf-
nt locationz, one will be enmbled
gtermine the #enern] direction
which the sound ¢comes.  Sach
iing point compsred with one
ro others on the same line will
Ceonverging lines of direction
ging at the point of origin
pwing up this direction and 1e-
ing the proceas at times will
g one close to The acuroe,
jen the real hunt begins A
jon will pass the spot and find
‘beoming  sounds behind  him.
@ scrutiny of the ground and
pte  will often fall fta exXpose
hooter, for usvally the mysterl-
pound comes from the dense
of & fir tree, and high up.
i then the secrat 1 not owk: by
t and concealed watching the
rd 1 obtained. If the rizht
hns been located and the eye
pick Lo ses movement. then one
good chance to chaerve one of
e's wild children secretly, with
erating veoices challenglng
8 of his kind.
on= peans st length both the
nt and upreach of the partien-
res a allTht movement appears
up and olose In towsard the
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A MYSTERIOUS VOICE

CASE ROSS

I'JHE who travel the higher tralls ip spring and summer are usu-
‘mlly mystified by a peculiar booming sound
p soft “tumps” iz almost cerlaln to be heard when one is in the

A lefsurely series of

sides clotheg with Douglas spruce.
these thick forests the slow beats,

lar to that of a tom-tom, are hard to locate and seem to fill the
When heard from congiderable dis-
pe—and [t can be heard a mile—the low-voiced repetition has the

trunk. Tt lufFns ouwt to be 8 rather
jungish neck craning and peering
down to =ee if the disturber below
has pazsed. Merhaps the whole fig-
ure moves inty sight, stepping along
the limbas and wobbling for balance

It 18 » fowl; a fnir-alzed
bied, hig am a hen of tame
prultry

If forwune favors. the bDipd pers
torms. The necH puffa out to im-
menae sige, showing much bare yel-
iow akin., The bird begins =ome
half-bowing antics and the hollow
“toomp” rings forth; and another
and another. [t ls the love call of
the cock Sierra grouss.

Though the calling bird is some-
what perplexing to one unused Lo
his high-perching habits and ilu-
afve woice, the =rouse as a rule are
the mozt tame of birds - Indeed in
unfrequented regions “blue grouse
are =0 fearless and gaze so stupldiy
at the passing trailsman that plo-
feers abd :rm?wea of such regions
call them “fool-hensa.” A little per-
secution, however, puta them in n
different spirit and they rodr oot
from forest thiekets in startling
suddenness and dissappéesr in the
heavy timber. It 1z a pleasure to
note the unbruken confidence of 8i-

erry Grouse in the Yosemite Na-
tional Park. Hen birds bring their
fleeks to campers” dooryards, and

even to the tablea at mountain ho-
tols, Proferred food is takken from
under the wvery fest and lowered
hands of cautiows, guiet vigitora.

Though the dark, sooty-blue fowl,
o heavy of body, and short of jes,
appear to be fit birda for the table,
and they are good eating, as ia well
known, ¥et we find that a killed
hird laste but A mement: a confid-
ing wild-fow] Hves slwaye in one's
choicest meamory,
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THE NATURE GUIDE SERVICE
A SOURCE OF INFORMATION

By DR. H. T, BIRYANT

A doctor and his wife whose lire
hubbies huave been the ocollection
and study of sheils arrived In Yo-
somite last week. AL home they
left collections Rnown the country
over, -There collections are but the
romainder of the spoecimens which
had not been axchanged or donated
to o museums,  Wonderful Yossmite
scenery dld not guench thely desire
o Beek now shelle,  Belora these
conchologists had spent a day in
the valley they wers inguiring of
resort offtelals whether any anails
or olher mollusks had over beeén
found !n the valley. They were in-
correctly informerd that nsone were
o b found. Finzlly seomsong sug-
gested that they wisit the Yogem-
It musevm. Alfter lsteming fo &
geology talk by a naturdiist, they
infredieed [hemselves: and then in-
quired ahnot thelr gquest. How their
faces lighted up asx they were Lold
ot the work of two other conchol-
ogiste In the wvoliey and of the dis-
covery of a land snai]l near Vernal
Falls, which was namegd ug}er ik
valley and of the small ivialve
mallusk inhabiting Mirror lake
They wera legt petn hesded for ihe
toot of Yosemite falls, bent on find-
ing the rare creciez of land snall
shout which they had been told.

The aame day a represantative of
the Buveau of Plant Industry of
the Unlted States Departmens of
Apgrioulture wrefved from Wanllinf-
ton aeeklng plants belonging to the
genua Barberus. The questlon was
put many times: “Are there any
apeciee of the gerus Berberus in
Tosemits National Park?™ No one
reemed to know uantil the guestion
war put to the prrk naturalist, and
the government wplant pathologiat
went away feeling content that no
epecles of thie ganus was abundant
in the park :

Bix years ago such Interested per-
tens wouald have searched in valn
for reliable sclentific Informacion
regarding the flora or fauna of the
Fnrk, for those were the years be-
ure there was a naturs gulde ser-
viee or & park naturalist, In re-
cent wears chonsands of inqulrica of
like sort have been satisfactorily
answered by the Yosemits naturs
gunide service,

INTEHESTING INIDMAN
ARTIFACTS COME TO LIGHT

The vnusual amount of consi
tion work going on in Yosuvm
this summer has reaalted in a numes
Ler of finds which nave enviched
the sthoologlesl collections: of rhe
Yosemits ugeum. Workmen s
gaged in building o roadway at 1he
mouth of Indian Canyon unearthod
the firsl parfect speclmen of stong
TLowl rfound within the park. [t I8

carved  from  steatle  (soapatonel
end hai a capacity of abonr 1w
repy When Magels TFioward, &
gquaw  reslding  within  Yosemite

valley, was guestioned as to wihal
she  Enew of such an object, she

said: MT see old people withoul
teeth  pound dazae meat m o8
Lowl' Dr. Qifford of tha o
thropolegy department  Universiy
rf California, states that Lowld
werg so ured for pulverizing r I
and that they alse servoed as o

tars an which wers preparsd emels
fra. ‘This rpocimen hos two wells
worn graoves on the lower surfmes
in which arrow shafls wern robboed
toomake them smaoth, W, B Canine

Eell  of Yosemits purchased |
rowl from the finder and louned
It to the Yosemite Museam. A

cache of obsidian blades waa found

at Fort Monroe by men engaged In
road work, and five of the fourtven
rrude implements found wera e

eured by Mr. Campbell and presents
ed to the mossum. Frank Ewilg
hns ainas added others of tha orly-
fnal eache Lo those first pressnicd

Hanger Freelnnd recognized in
ronnded enbblestone foand at Forl
Monroe an o artifact of anusual o
torest, A eomlcal hole, two inchod
deep and & half Inch in diametor
at the surface has hasen worn inte
the stone with some pointad objcoof
—=probably & rotating stick used in
firemaking,

Throe aplomdid spear pointas kFovae

been found  One of them 8 white
flint inatead of the usoal obsidis
ap extensively wused by the jocal
Indians implement was ime
orted from olher regions, for ther
8 no svppl of suech maleria
within Yosemite,
Mra. Mary Bronson of Stocktion
hax donated o part of thirty pounds
of ancient red and white beads un-
errthed by Alvin Bromson in 1533
when digging a ditoh #t El Portul
Juat below  Tosemite This KT‘i'Ij
wenlth of beads had besn busic
with the remains af one Tndian- -«
C. P. Rusaell.



A YOUNG, DIL-80AK KD HROBIY
While flehing along the JMerced
tlwer A short way uwbowve Lhe OHd
Village, with Nature Gulds Leo
Wileon, I notliced n pecullar move-
fent in swme srose by one of the
- rloumha. on inveatigating we
tourd a4 fall-growa youong robin ap-
crnlutely soaked with thy wjl thot
ird heen nlaced on the water Lo
kI the mosquite inrvae. The hird
wns  soareely  able” to move, the
Tiathers being w0 Ih-:rrnugmi' Aarp i
In all probabillty  the bird had
L Brep bathing Bnd had zotten Hs
Wing: dresched in the oll and in
I's efforts to fly had follen into
he middle nf one of the pools o
Clipcome an olbly, shapeless nirgs that
et ld meneeely Be recognized as o a

rirenta  waore presept and
khowed mueh concerm ot our close
i v of the sad-looking vietim,
. Whethes this bird could finally
wlean iteely and onoe agaln Ty 08
noquestion, T doubt it for [ feel
whanr tha sun !ruppnned to
tthe bird the ol wonid simply
mrn' it up,

IW::\- Teft tH, however, and Bope 10
Hyved. —I, . Melean,

' ¥ % =

 BLACK SWIFTSE 1IN YOSEMITE

- Blrck Swifte havae besn sean fow
iid then In Yosemlte fop some
Hme. but no nesty have ever dc-
Winlly been discovered, Howevar, on
ine 14, while near the Government
Macitine shops, T did see the hirds
ntering a erachk in the oliff about
?] vardd up the north wal] of the
mller.
L The Lirds when Mret noted werse
Uling about low over the holld-
mEgs ir ~ompany with Rumerous
Fhite-thiosted =awifia and violet-
en swallows, Nine ware (n alght
cone time, wheroas at least forty
F the white-throated birds were
shing about. Tha white-throats
lew raxidly this way snd that.
grecehing continuerly, tut the big
1 fellows sailed about wvery
imly with only an occasional
tter, Two birds came down B0
s that they barely skimmed
] the top of the machine shop.
They finally began to ecirgle and
e higher and higher, Twao of the
pda went directly toward the clitr
il #nt=red on2 after the olher info
grack in the granite wall, After
fut a minute, one 3f the birds
me out and flew off acrgss the
Mlev. The other did not appear
P oAt losat a minpte longer, when
Lgalled out and followed in tha
me genersl  direction  that the
har had taken.
leveral times sinee then T have
ben the birdas flving cver the shopa
it hava mot heen up &t the foot
the clif? to g2e 1 they wers still
ring the same crack —I D, Mao-

=5

. AFIELD WITH THE NATURE GUIDES
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A PUGNACIOUSROBIN 1 -

While wolking slong the éadge of
the Stoneman meadow with a na-
ture olags from Camp Curry, we
happened upon an unusual  sight
We were searching in A wild rose
end Azalea thicket for a Thraill fly-
cuteher whn was gttering hia tivist-
w3 note, when =uddenly. In front of
uzs, dashed two birde, & robin and
# sharp-shinned hawk.

There wn® a purkuer and a pur-
sred, but the osusal order was re-
vereed, for the robin hotly pursued
1the sharp fhin — fiying  slight]
above him she harrled the haw
and hit him onea with her brenst,
Ths reveras order was not to the
liking of the flerce Httle killer and
he fied with hir best spesd.—TEnid
Michael.

Visfts to irds” Nemin
r‘;-nl-l! Thrilis
irds’ nests In mreast varbety are
furnishing thrillz tn those whe fol-
low n nature guide fn Yosemite this
motth. Wonderfully chiscled neate
of three varieties of woodpecker, the
mud and straw nest of the Weastarn
robin, the saddled nest of the wood
peawee, the orly mnde nest of the
Flack-hende rrogbeak, and the
reautifully woven nest of the Coa-
aln vireo, comoullaged with apider
e ongea, have furnighed warfaty
enough to form a basis for worth-
while studies in nidology.

-Hahits and manneriams of nost-
ing birds are even more interest-
ing than thelr workmanship The
teamwnork shown by & pair of black-
headed grosbeske or n palr of the
warhline or the Carain vireo has
sppealed to many, These birds dl-
vide up the lahor of housckeeping
snd ths male takes his turn at in-
“'Ei?’""sf ﬂ}g eEﬁj. often minging
Y @ sepine & NEES WArm.—
M. . BRYANT.

FLOWER SEASON

The suceession from spring Lo
pummartims la nowhere shown more
elearly than In  the plant world.
Cartain Fiowers are characteristic of
coartain reasons and we npormally
expect to find the same {flowers
hlnoming vear after year at the
sarme pariod.

The anmuals of the floor of the
valley nn  the nerthern exposed
atopes  have passed their rime,
whereas the same species in similar
lagations an the rim are fust com-
ing into thelr fullest hemuty: The
summer ir much delayed at the
higher nititudes, as the plant life
clearly shows Omn the wvalley floor
the meadows are the Interesting
apots Ffor the botanist. The lar
azsortmeant of water-loving plants s
Juat starting to ecolor the green
meadows.  Among the commoner
flowers blooming in _the meadown
now we find Yarrow., Harvest BErod-
jmea. Little La rd TAly, Bneeze-
wood, Mariposs Lily, Geranium, the
others, A trip fato the wat grass-
land will well repay the flower

lower.—Dawid D. Kack.
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HEPTILIAN COURTING ANTIUS

The perlod of cowrtshlp beings
shout gquecr antlcs among the males
nf? the gpecles throughont the ani-
mal kingdom Tha hest and worst
sides of esch group, [rom man o
1he low:st forms ars elternately ex-
hibited when the period surrives o
Gelect g mate,

In the Yoaemiic
cviirious sighte are
ing  tho

region many
b by Sgen durs
mntim-iB segson. Gaudlly
cotored male biride slrut about, with
wings nnd talld onread, n oeder
that the brilltant colors ey mure
readily dazzle tho coy females.

In al least one reptilian specles
vecurring in the Yosomite National
Fark this sams instinet to “ahow
of it exista  I'lat species s the
biua-bellied or E-nce lizard,

This lzard i2 atrietly n  rock
dweller, Hving and hfﬂedfll.ﬂs om the
Freat granite boulders at the rim
ol tha valley., At Glncisr Foing this
repiile i3 partieniarly  abundant,
running rapldly over the surface
of the great rock: oaiching s in-
ruct tfood, and juit gt this Beg=0n
mdunlging  in . curnous  courting
CADET.

Ar th: namea wonld indicate, the
belly of the [ence Hzard s cov-
ered with o mass of beautiful dark
Bine seales.  Whan the male has
selected  the remale that fa to be
the abjcot of his attentions, he lm-
mediately assumed o prominent po-
gitlon  on  a  projeciing  boulder.
From this place the courting por-
formanoe takes place,

_ Gredually the dy of the eptile
is inflated with air wntil it is near-
iy twice the ordinary size.  Thon,
with throat and belly greatly dis-
Ltended, the animal beginsg 1 gort of

hobbing, ralth% the hody on all
Tour legs until it f= w2l sabove Lho
roch, ropeating  this opevation ot

Triguant intervals,
During this hebbing process the
Blue under colosing s bhrought i

iull view, and in the bright sun-
light 1=  really fuite a damziing
sleht,

At times as manv as (ive males
aro busy ot ance, nll paving their
rogpecta o one  Jomale,  Buch a
Iifh? pragonts a1 Blaze of coloer we
wilght charm the senses of the most
binze of ithe reotillan tribe.

+*
A NIGHTLY VISIT FlioMm A
FLYING SQUIRREL
Our fecding table for the hirds

had becn kept heaped with food.
Each morning 1t waa empty. AL lirst
we thought the birds, heing ahout
long before we arose, might have
been responsible for the clean-up.
Responsibility was finally fixed on

& night visitor. One evening a
sorato ‘.nF nofRe onthe bhark of =
nearby pine attreaeted our sttention

to @ mosat beautiful animal with
targe eves, silky fur and flattened
tad He cautiously approached the
feeding ' table, keeplng In  the
shadow; frahhrd a piece of bread
and scurried up the tres. We could
fallow him after he had climbed

-—m
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high in the tres. Later hs glidad
from & peint g twelve foet up
on g tfee trunk to the ground, then
seurried along to the feeding table,

at hls piece of bread and went up
the “tree again.

Thus we were whle to get a splan-
did leok st that famous nocturnal
agquirrél called the Flying Bquirrel,
g0 called becavae of ite ability to
volplang from tree to tree by menmns
of the skin atretched between front
and hind lega. Undoubtedly thia
individual has a home in some hol-
low im & tree or old woodpecher's
nest somewhere near.  The flying
squirrel 8 not & mammal that can
be readily acarched out and studied
Hather it ls one that usually as-
capes detection. Yosemite appears
to he omne of the placea  wherr
patience may reward one's aearch
o b most interesting animal.—
H. . Bryant,
A POWMWAY C ANGADLGE
AMONG RIRDS

Birds howy en Interspecies  Jan-
#gunaer by which they can express
themsglves in term= of fear nr ex-
citement., Alsn amonﬁ many of the
amaller birde there -ig & =trongly
Aeveloped spirit of mutual aid The
above facts may be verifled by
anyone of an ohservineg state of
mind

One morning  recently 1T wna
gtrolling vp the  walley  toward
Camp Curry and when [ repched
# point on the road opposite the
river-bnnk  where nest the Hing-
fishers and  the Rough-winged
Bwallows, 1 detonred for a vixit
with these interesting birds, As T
approached the river 1 suddenly
realized that some thing unuanai
wpa poing an.  All the Lirdes af the
neighborhoad were banded together
in protest against eome common
MMy, Junene Were apapping ral
their short clicky netee a palr of
iryr were sereaming, n robin spoalie
in short, choppy soweals and a pair
af viress, ecach In turn. rattled off

senldimE notea. THreactly below the
cedar tree in which most of the
excited birde were mgothered was

a camper's tent. Al firgt T thonght
i weasel must be  abowt, and
whatched, sxpecting any moment to
see @ iean, vellaw-bodied apimal
appear from wnder the temt plat-
form. Beveral minutes T waited!
mothing happened, but the exeite-
meni continued, By moving about
T was able to pet more nearly the
point of view of the blrds, and then
wae dfaolosed the raurs of all the

excitement, The hirds had dis-
coversd A new  eéneémy  that Thad
moved Into their midet. Domeati-

antod eats are eommon in Toeemite
valley and the hirds no douht have
every rerson to know of thelr evil
waye, but the eat thrt was pow
eauning the excitement did not loaok
like m cat. Tt sermed ft0 me that
the hi=ds showed ramarkable nar-
aplcnelty in recognizing this
atrange Aangora bheast s= a ocat—
their most dreaded enemy -——Fnid
Mlchael,




INVITATION.
YOURS! WE OF THE NATIONAL PARK
TO MAKE FRIENDS WITH YOUR PARK

Vini}:'the Yosemite Museum!
t you will learn the full story of the Park - what tools were used by
it Sculptor in carving this mighty granite-walled gorge; who lived
fore the white man came; how the Days of Gold led to Yosemite's
how the pioneers prepared the way for you; and how the birds
Is and trees and flowers live together in congenial communities
tp mak: your acquaintance.
(your trail trips on the large scale models in the Geography Room.
Yosemite Library in the museum provides references on all phases of
te history and natural history.
1~-’- lectures on Yosemite geology and other branches of natural his-
e given by nature guides at scheduled times each day.
‘pature guide on duty will be more than willing to answer your ques
n any subjec.

Go Afield with a Nature Guide!
¢ acdvantage of this free service that will help you to know your Park.
petent scientist will conduct you over Yosemite trails,and from him
y learn first hand of the native flowers, trees, birds, mammals, and
futu.tca
hedule of Nature Guide Field Tnpa

Visit Glacier Point Lockout!

i there you will obtain an unexcelled view of Yosemite's High Sierra.
.... lar telescope will bring Mt. Lyell to within one third of a mile
fhere you stand; you can recognize friends climbing trails several
iway. The Nature Guide in attendance will help you to operate it and
plain what you see.
pall library is at your command.
‘will enjoy the informal nightly campfire talks given here.
Attend the Nature Guide Campfire Talks!
dition to the museum lectures members of the educational staff
alks as 2 part of the evening program at Camp Curry and Yosem-
dge. Non-technical explanations of how Yosemite came to be; what
expect of Yosemite bears; how the local Indians lived; what birds
g about your camps; what trout you will catch in Yosemite waters;
iou may best visit the wonderland of the summit region; and scores
lar subjects are given by the National Park Service Nature Guides.
L OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE FRGVIDED FRER 'DF
\GE BY YOUR. GOVERNMENT.

—TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM—







