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those who go with & naturs
e to Eagle Peak there are flow-
| All along the way, Thess [Now-
| amile up into the faces of all
go that trail, but the hikers,
' and breathlesa, bent on a goal
] ? the ateep cllffs, are apt Lo
blind to the winaome loveliness
L the trallzside umless someone
them draws attention te tha
BTE.
imong the first flowering plants
lg trallside iz one with =oft
tenves, Tt flowera in clustars
pturned lavender bells. A mod-
Bt thrifty home-maker among
‘gray rocka iz this Draperia. Teh
it that lavs & rosetts of leaves
e warm zand bank and lifts its
clusters of pink flowera on
noma, 18 Pusay Taws (Bpragua
atal). Omn the aand bank, too.
red-flowered milkwead (As-
s condufolia) pnd fliming In-
painlt brush (Castillefa brew-
i Miners letiuoe (Montia perfo-
&), 8 succulent plant with round
ga from which rises & cluster of
Il white flowers, grows all alon
way, Another tall plant wit
sh leavesa, through whieh the
Beems to pasa and o thres-
lavender-green flower, I8
leaf (Streptanthus tortuo-
a member of the mustard fam-

fhere the trall turns in towsard
Ffogemite Fall mist keeps the
g damp. HHere the airy balls of
bloom. raising on tall stems
ranching, throsd-like leaves,
Qiean Ann's lace (Eulopfliue bo-
eri}. The shrubs that are all
N with aoft, fluffy sprayvs of
flowers are wild lilac ore
bugh  (Ceanothus  interri-
Where the trail zig-sage 0p
haparral covered aslope Red
mtstemon (Feutstemon bridmesti)
Bhes clusters of bright flowers
3 the trall.

fter the trall reaches the rim
| turng Into tha great forest of
| and white fir. sugar, jeffrey,
1] and mountain plne. with oc-
nnl aspen and ocak, only the
Mt spring flowers are in hloom.
itre forget-me-note (Lappula ner-
Y. o delightful as any florist's

LOWERS ON THE EAGLE PEAK TRAIL
By Enid Michael

ereatinn, stand graceiully along the
trall, There are fields of Blue lark-
spur (Delphinium  decorum)  nnd
Goilden atare (Bodiasa ixioidea), Po-
lemonium plucherrimum, called Js-
cob's ladder becauvse of itz ladder-
Ike leaves gleefully holds up plump
elugters of blue flowera. Tall moun-
tain bluebella (Meartensia sibirica)
flpwer Inzxuriantly in the damp
wlaeas, There, fo0, 8 the common
Monkeyflower (Mimujus Juteus)
with ennrmcus golden heads. Owver
thhe dry sand flats Mimolus mephiti-
cna creates 4 woldon mantie with a
million =aucy¥ monkey faces,

The wreat Tloral dlspiay is In
Eagle Peak meadow. s large
mendow,. =et like an eve in the grent
foreat. 18 fluzhed with the first
hloom of sprine. The White-headed
knotwesd (Polyeonum bisterteidas)
and piguant Shootling star (Dode-
catheon jeffrey), thet bhloomed a
mionth aro In the Tosemite mead-
ows. are here in fresh array. But
the glory of thiz meadow today I8
the Blue camas (Comassia quim-
aah), Theae 1illea, epch o large,
dark blue star set in cluosters on a
tall bhare stem. open In the after-
noon to close the fellowing day. Tha
vaat expanse of freshly opened 1ilies.
when viewed In the afternoon, seema
to flont abhove the green meadow as
s oloud endowed with the bright
splendor of the Bierra shy.

On the slopes of Bagle Peak grow
the low mats of Douglas phlox, now
brightly mantied with pink and lav-
onder flowersa, And on the Yery
summit, lilkke tongues of fire thruat-
Ing out from the cracks between the
rocke, 18 the Pride of 1the Mountains
(Pentatemom mentzlasil).

Thege flowers and others you may
gee today, If you climb to Baegle
Feak. In two waelts, however, most
of these flowers will be gone, and
theusands of other flowers will be

erfuming the sgoft mountain alr.
'he mountain wild flowera bloom
from June to Octcber; a2ach waek
some flowers Cede and other spe-
cles bloom, and :ioq from week ta
woslk and month month a bril-
lant floral pageant pasgses over the
mountalng
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YUSHMITE FIELID SCHOOL,
OF NATURAL HISTORY

Opening exercizsen of the Yomem-
ire Fleld Bchool of Nabtural History
were held en the aflurnoesn of June
28, with Chief Park Naturalist Hall,
Park Naturalist Ruossell and Dr. H.
. Bryaut a3z the spenkers. An
earnest group of nineteen studenta
Aare now busy studying Hiving things
In the [lold. The work emphasizes
knowledge of the lving thing -
el g ainst laboratory atudy or
bnok stndy. Background for each
atudy will _be gained by emphasis
on setting and intarrelations. Both
students and instructors appear to
he thrillad with the plan of work
and e apirit shown  Hours are
too  short for thia group of stw-
dents, snd already tne week (o bo
epent in the high country studying
conditions At timber line Is but a
shiort diainmes away. Hach will go
home with A& mora intimate kiowl-
edige of the fauna. and flora of Yo-
semite and will be better fitted to
tegch binlogy or natural history or
te Tit Inte the nature guldes pro-
wram in patioral pari-e ar in sum-
mer eampa.—H. C. Bryant,

L

v NMUSEUM CAMPFIRE
Hueping Lo gathers those |ntervia
in natural history for wa weekl
progrvam, & flreplace and bench
have beun arranged in back of th
niw museum. Here on  Tuesilify
July 7, was held the first mss
shmplire, Slxty-flve gathered 18
sing, conirlbutz to the entertaine
ment and Heten, Beveoral poems Ly |
Badger Tlark woere road and guelds
tinns from John Muir glven, an
experience meeting whiszh dealt wiih
interesting birds and animals found
brought sut tnlent and worth-while
informaticn. Judglog by the (nters
vl =hown In this first camprire,
this innovation is likely to grow
into & persarent ingtitotion Al

pature lnvers wha vigit Tosemils
in the futore should plan te attend
the musaum campfire on, Tuesdny

NATURE MAGAZINE
Published monthly in Wash.
ington, D. C., by the Ame
erican Mature Association,

fveningse.  They are assured cons
egrnial r:ﬂmtmué and a worth-whila
program.—H, C, Bryant,
N
YOSEMITE NATURE
NOTES

Published weekly in sum-
mer, monthly in winter by

Usual price of membership
is §1.00 anmzally.

With “YOSEMITE NAT-
URE NOTES™ - - - $4.00
annually.

the Yosemite Matural Hist-
ory Association in Yosem:
ite Valley. Membership is
52.00 dnnually.

With "MATURE MAG:
AZINE" $4.00 anmually,
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AFIELD WITH THE NATURE GUIDES"

VIRHO
B TO VACATE
1 "l'g A TRInY Gay, ‘i‘-wmu}- 2=
ad risked a wetting to nﬁow
Ure pnide. Thoey atood beneath
'k oak for shelter while
tohing = femsls Causin vires on
F neet In a coffes herry bush but
eet above the ground, Neither
Ing utnbrellas nor talk atar-
the bird from the nest. The
bird - appeared, took a ahel-
nook under a limbh and gave
npart, Then dropplng to the
h he galckly coversd the eggs
Cthe femals slipped off the nest,
ptihed herself amd flew to an-
trae to feed. The nature
i wishing to ahow the egim
"hilg hand to the edgs of the
but ‘the Mmeubating bird railed
CInove.  Instewd he used his bl
etense. When gently stroked
ttled Jow in the nest as If he
ved i Mot even a tug at his
g and at nis tal] dislodeed him.
| Btond his ground and refused to
‘Budzed from the nest This vireo
b ulldse falrly close to the
und and is readily approached,
“lems often moy o, bird be
ked on the nest——H, O Bryant.

GED

RIS
dewinged bhlackbirds are found
asemi e vn-]h!il at-a few scat-
pointa.; as in the meadow north
eniinel. bridge and also in the
Four paira are alao
mendow west  of

In

of the same place. One pair is
2d At the Leidig meadow alzo.
prenrs that these few pairs are
egting Redwing population of
te this year, !
| hirds the Bentinel
a and Kennayville all seem to
the mew subsnecles (Acicula-
nr the Kern Redwing which,
‘untll a few wvears ago, 1915 ap-
Ximately, was known only to oo-
flIn breeding season in the Kern
iy eart of Bukersfield. Tt is dis-
Jehed from the Bi-colored Red-
H \'HF%" long. alendar
| hnd s buffy yellow 'edging to
ed om the shoulder.
& birds at Leidizg meadow seem
Bi-colored Redwings, as the
was observed at ve ol ome
and had a4 short heavy bill and
Irally no b1ff whatacever bor-
e the red of the shoulder pateh.
g {Kﬂl'ﬂ"-" 2 practiced to some ex-
! v oall t Redwingse, HO one
| often mare femaleg than
lor around the neating Iocaﬂt%r,
it my home, thirty miles weast of
ite, ome Bi-colored Redwin
nown Lo have three wives an
fie. nests under his surveillance
i he made an sble guardiass for
[ three—D. D McLean,

208

WHA'T If THE LEDGE TR AL

Many wlaitors 4o the park amwe mis-
informed as to the exsci naiture of
tha. Ledge Trail from the [Toor of
the valley to Clacler Po'nl amd sav-
eral have mizsed this wonderfful trip
on that aoeount. Hoon Bfter Deaving
Camp Curry the climb atarig in ears
nesat, but Lge shade afforded by the
friendly oake and conifers cheerd
the traveler on for the first [half of
the diatanrce. Soon the traill finds
the dashing =tream that malkes
Stafrcase Falls and followsd it Lo the.
tur. To he aure, there are plenty of
tall stepz to climb, but the bepefits
of @ shady trail with womderful.
viewz all along Mmake the trip M
memorable one, The naturaiist finds
much of interest on the way. . The
Joy of finding & new fAauna. and. s
new floras at the end of thie trail
adda to (he anticipation. Whiere tha
trall follows the stream up itts nar-
raow Tlzeure the traveler pasmses che
most refreshing rock gardens :
countless annuals are bowingr to the
pasrerby . amiling In the smallght.
and seeming to revel in thellr goli--
tude. Another point sbout the: Ledgn
Trai'—It does not follaw m dizzy
preciplee asa mAny ‘Buppose, bt 1s a.
refe meane ol gdcant for aniyone.-—
Davie D, Keck.

o &

STONE FLY TRANSFORMATION
Bpring marks a change In the
life of many an Insect, butt theras .
iz mo greater change In habifte than
that taking place 1o the stene flr.
For a vear or two these Iinsects
apending  their naind
existence underneath the rocks in
awift-flowling streams. At the
urge of apring, when internsl con-
ditlonz are favorable, these nalads

have heen

crawl out of the water amd onto
trees or rocks. Then the: =skin
ocraoks aleng the back  amd ont

crawls the gaunzy-winged adluit, at

first hesitantly and then maorsa
poaltively ap the warm alr dries
and hardens the hody, Somon the

glorified stone fly tries his wings
and away he goea to spend the Tow
remainfng days of his existence in
elad revelry and withoutt food
while a very material ghost of his
former s=elf 13 loft clingine to the
troe or rock.

These ghoste or exuviae ame vVery
eommon alomg the streams iat this
time of the year. Below Bl Capitan
brides they were found on nearly
every tres or stone by the mwater's
edge. ©On # single large alder
saventv-flve skins were counted,
some belng at & height of twenty-
tive feet above The gater, ‘To =ee
a developed nalad change to the
adult 1z a sight worth many hours
of gearch.—R. D. Harwood.
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Aest of Northern Plicated Wood-
pecker DMeacvew by Nwnidre

L 21
The npature guide party which
Woelie Lo dintier Loiot on Friday,
Jume 26, and along Fohong
tradl the fellowlng day had a most
unudunl exporionc:, for not only
was a nporthern  pilesled wood-
pecker seen but his nest was dis-
coversd. The kuk, kuk, kuk of the
Lird was hueard and an Invesilga-
Lien off to one aide of the trail
soon lsclost d the presence of Uhis,
our largest woodpeck:r, and about
twenly-Tive or thirty [get from the
round in a CGead fir tred, ils nest
‘e femule bird wud eitiing on the
ncsl, An excellent witw of the
male was had when he sligh.ed on
the side of thy (runk contalning
the nest. He = ed bul & momsnd,
however and did not coiae back a
recend  time, but  carefully  con-
Llsﬂl!i' himeelf on the opposile Ride
of o blg fir ¢t some dislance. The
preat mme of thie bird, s long
necl ané bill. und [te Leight red
vreBl ke ft edsy Lo Mdenlify and
one never to be forgulten. No won-
derithas heen nicknamed ihe cock-
of=the-woods—>A, B, NfLHULS.
* ¥ ¥

A Nemt of the suntnin Bivebird
The Mountuln Bluebird is a bird
of "The high mouniain meadows, Not
only is it conspleuous because of
He color, but its Labit of hower-
Ing atiracis ithe eye. A Mounizin
Bluebird hovering in the alr and
Auncing on an unsuspecting graas-
wpper completas ths menta jo-
ture of many a moontain m oW
to the one famillar with [ta beau-
titm. For n safe plece Lo rear Its
wﬂﬂf this bluebird selects a hol-
w In a trae or an old woeod-
recker's nest. The lining I8 usually
of ¥ram| Both parents help In
freding the young. On the trall to
Merced lake is to be found a splen-
did gprove of aApong beside n smadl
Ll Abont elghty feet up in one
of these aspens I8 an old sapsuck-
er's nast and thia s now uly 4)
cevunbed bWy o palr  of ountain
Elushirds engaed In feading the
younk., iBxeeedingly graceful on
the wine, these birds were worlh
wiiching. Arriving at the enitrance
to the rerting vivity esach parent
In turn Alspppenrsd into the cawvity,
remalned for half a minute and
then launched Into flight directly
from tha opening Although wae
hriar of the song of the Hastern
Elvetird. no ong appairs to enthuse
cyer A mong of the Weslern or of
the Mouvniain Bluebird .Tae chord-
ke mote of rich auality is often
heard, but even at nesting time the
]r.r!llt P)Itl;d D{I onr ll::muntadin mn:lﬂnﬁg
A notlees ulet und practically
-on;rlon.-—-lf lg. BRYANT.
CALIFORNIA PINE
GRNSAEAK AEEN

A hird whore arpect Improsaes

m——v

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

nne s that once seen he ir remam-
bered is the male of the Caliloruia
ping grogbeak (pinjcols enuclenior
callfornieal. The pine grosheak s
n comparatively rave bled wapnd o9
usually found only well above ROl
feat, so It s zeldom encowniered
by the automohile tourfsl One was
found July 8 at THOD Feel eleva
tion near the head of Lhe Hohens
trafl,  The bird, A& mnle Wil
Frightly marked with red on ite
hmﬁ!. Liradast and romp. the resl ol
the bod predominantly o
bBrownisl Kﬂ?‘. Hin fesarlegrnoss
wis remarkable and he kent np hia
song of two notes, woit-leek, whils
all the time he war within siz m
elighl feet of the abserver, Feeding
amnng the t2nder shoots of the red
Fir.——=David 1r Keck,

Wile

When young HEigin Lalt piles
elevan more yeare on io 5 hin
present ten, he's zolng to be a mo

tlonal park ranger,

Wlain Tnﬂr?m‘l‘ ahput runensrs the
othar night In Yosemite. Ha liker
them.

¥igin ceme to the national park
frem Los Anoeles with his grand-
ﬁcrnntm Mr. snd Mre Theodoss

urka. They arrived here st nlzht,
made cimp, had thelr supper arcund
the compfire and turned in.  Grand-
ma rnd Orandps TDurks glant ineide
the temt. hut Higin wanted to be &
renzer and slaerp nnder the aky. =n
they Ief him Arae hizr cot nutdoars,
where he mlepd with hia elnthes on,
jvet like rangers are supposed Lo
do. but dom't

Flmin ot to rleap. sand was goon
awakened by fomeons  stumblinog
againat his cot. It proved to be nnt
nne. hut three wirle. . Thay were
Tost, Elrin whipped out his flash-
Heht., and like & wallant rAanmer.
helped the irle find their tenl.

Then he get aut to Tind hila awn
tent agein. Midnlght found him
atin looking.

Tt plan found him bumping Into o
renger on patral, The ranzer tried
for two howre to help Elgin find
hiz tent. but the boy Wap =m0 com-
ﬁlﬂeﬂ_v loet that at 2 in the morning
& wan tAken to the rangers’ elub-
hnure, where he alept like a log
amnng the rangers.

At T next morning Rlegin weas
awakenad b¥ s ranwer whe wantad
ter kKnow If _bays liked bacon for
breakfaet. Wigin did. He ste about
o Jdogen strips of it, and then with
8 ranger aet oot to find his rand-
purents snd their tent.

In the daylight, Elgin found them
hafora they were out of bed. Thay
fAfdn’t know. even, that Elzin war
mirt of hed  Bay. what that 10-year-
old hoav dld have to tell them about
rangers and how rangers treat 18-
yvear-old boya!

Well, Elgin'a golng to be a ran-
ger. when he grows up?
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