


SERVICE WANT TO HELP YOU TO MAKE FRIENDS WITH YOUR PARK
AND TO UNDERSTAND IT IN ITS EVERY MOOD. ALL OF THE FOLLOW-
ING SERVICE IS OFFERED TO YOU free BY YOUR GOVERNMENT:

- Visit the Yosemite Museum! _

Here you will learn the full story of the Park ~-- what tools were used by
the great Sculptor in carving this mighty granite-walled gorge; who lived
here before the white man came; hot the Days of Gold led to Yosemite's
discovery; how the pioneers prepared the way for you; and how the birds
and mammals and trees and flowers live together in congenial communities
waiting to make your acquaintance. !

Plan your trail trips on the large scale models in the Geography Room.

The Yosemite Library in the museum provides references on all phases of
Yosemite history and natural history.

Popular lectures on Yosemite geology and other branches of natural his-
tory are given by nature guides at scheduled times each day.

The nature guide on duty will be more than willing to answer your ques-
tions on any subject. '

Go Afield with a Nature Guide!

Take advantage of this free service that will help you to know your Park.
A competent scientist will conduct you over Yosemite trails,and from him
you may learn first hand of the native flowers, trees, birds, mammals, and
geological features.

See Schedule of Nature Guide Field Tripa.

Visit Glacier Point Lookout! _

From there you will obtain an unexcelled view of Yosemite's High Sierra.
The binocular telescope will bring Mt. Lyell to within one third of a mile
frem where you atand; you can recognize friends climbing trails several
miles away. The Nature Guide in attendance will help you to operate it and
will explain what you see.

A small library is at your command.

You will enjoy the informal nightly campfire talks given here.

Attend the Nature Guide Campfire Talks!

In addition to the museum lectures members of the educational staff
give talks as a part of the evening program at Camp Curry and Yosem-
ite Lodge. Non-technical explanations of how Yosemite came to be; what
you may expect of Yosemite bears; how the local Indians lived; what birds
y®u see about your camps; what trout you will catch in Yosemite waters;
how you may best visit the wondetland of the summit region; and scores
of similar subjects are given by the National Park Service Nature Guides.

ALL OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF
CHARGE BY YOUR GOVERNMENT.

—TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM—



me IV

August 25, 1025

Number 14
THE LURE OF THE HIGH SIERKA
By David D, Keck

8 A CORTRAST to the green and brown monotones of Yosemite
. Valley one should visit at this fime of year the rock hound lakes
lBove timberline, Thess cold walers are surrounded by beetling cliffa
fid crogs well patched with dirty snow banks whose melting anaks the
6f] a0 that all have some green spots or flowering shereline about
The situation appears most gnfavorable for plant growth, yet
ibove tree line we find zome of our choieest flowers. The ruggedness
. the grapite, the coldness of the nights and the sharpness of the
d's blasts do nof deter these pionesrs from living thelr short, beau-
| lweg, The whites and purples are the predominating shades.
: notés that the yellows seem fo be symbols of sunshine rather
n cold.

(The heathers are among the most carpets of fine degign  with the
fracrlve alpine flowers, Mature mogenta flower eluatera liberally
eely wsax them in her rock par- dotting the green folinge beneath,
e, The white Coasjops is found The Camassia with ita  purplish
Inging huge houlders which grant blcom is another delicate flower to
i 5'5%1‘11 protection inm return for be ohaerved. The white columbine
[ Itional benuty nature has 's a striking plant when in full
mtowed. Brysnthues forma large flower, Also, Lwo or three kinds

of daisies may be found and the
A Rock Rabbit

desert naturalist will bo surprized
to find one ol the Indian paint
brushes apbove tTee iine,

The writer wis in a severs hall
stofm &t the Goaylor lakes above
Tloga Fasas. The wntérs were
lashed by the =tones inte a tuar-
bulent =ep and the waler was run-
ning off the ground everywhere.
Mot A sheltor was in selght, and in
walking acrosa the slope one Was
forced to wade, Crossing a cliff
of small granite blocks a floek of
Aleutian rosy finches was disturbed
and all flew into the storm, aban-
Ffonlng their wet nooks. Then the
storm ceased! A sharp wind quickly
cloared up the scattered clouds and
spon the =un burst through to dry
the wet  meadows The flowers
atill bobbed merrily, not to be
beaten down by a aingle hall storm,
The wind subsided and the lakes
wera agaln placid to reflect the
coloringe of a sun=zet made memor-
able I:-} a clond-decked sky., Only
the Inzh of &8 hongry trout or
1hnhb %‘tl' af 1:1, i::mg.r di atgr?&ﬂu;ﬂ;
hus us 14 nature eon
the bleal of a cony  dis= ghowing many moods in & eingle

tnrbed the hosh® day im the High Sierra.

[
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THE LOST LAKE OF LITTLE YOSEMITE

By Ansel F. Hall
Chief Naturalist United States National Park Service

Fifteen years ago | was lold of
lowt lake somewhers v Little Y-
semite valley. Raporis  varied,
Rumor placed it desn in the woods
gumewhers near the baso of Half
Dome, bur failed te disclose any-
one who had setually ssen il
day's search on my par: only added
to the mystery of the unknown.

Two yeare later, looking doewn
friom the pummit of Hulf Dome, [
wus surprised o find o dark Httle
body of waler enuggling close to
the rounded soultheas: slops or
Yhaek” of the Dome. (o the ather

glde of the szhallow liitle valley
Hem the round sommlic of Mount
Broderick.

Later explocniion of thiv reglemn
led me through the mos: beautiful
open forest of sugar pine and Jef-
fray plne whose brown pine needie
CR t wan dotted with golden
brodieas, pink pussy's paws and
other mun-loving blossoms,

Abruptly I =tepped into the deep
shade of fire and ‘odgepols pines
and found a tiny stesam gurgling
fts way through a veritable garden
of succulent grasses and lowerin
?inn:l. Lost lake lay just Lexond,
t was shallow, to bhe sure, Dol
beautifully esdged with sreips  of
meadow and  vith great masses of
white and s=hpon  eoloved azalea
bloescina,

T have returned maay times #inee,
sometimes by Tollowing the troeed
of an ald almogt oblit=ratad rail
that once led from Littl: Yosemlte,
and mt ther tlmes elimhing up
through wne steep wlackted defile
betwesn Liberty ecaw and Mount
Broderivic.

n Eeﬁtpmhur. 1823, T found the
lake to be lost indeed. In lts place
war a meadow upon which one
could  walk from one end Lo An-
nther dry shod.

The ztory of the diznppearansa of
Lnat lake is axactly th: smiee as
that of thoss of other Slerran Inkes.
Twenty thousand Years age inost
mountain canyons woere emerging
froom beneath the iee of the last
Erent glacial push, leaving myriads
of little rockbound hasins which
a&d been =coured oot by the grind-
Ing and pllmklnq actlon of the lve,
Some of these lakea f(or tarns, if
we use the geologist's name for
them) were racently tllled by the
fin= rock flour amerﬂng fn millky
etreams at the snou of the re-

irealing glaclers, “Yosamite valley
itgelf owes its level tluwr tu ilhe
sedimentation of just such a muun-
tnin lake—probably the lacgest
1he Hlerra.

As  Lthe glacial mill  stopocd
grinding and gave place to sunny,
trve-planted canyons, the [llng of
luken begame slower, but no less
gertaln.  Gravel and sand eame
iumbling down nlong stream bot-
trms pnd pushed out in deloss, st
like the gne which is today filling
Mirrur lake, bafore our very cyes

Fven thy smallest Inkes recelved
itheir share of wealhered rock,
theugh sometimes only during the
Jow wpring montha of Liny snow-
el turientsa.

Then, oo, trees that had made
ihrir homes nt the water's edgd

1eli, floated for a time, wnd theo
wiithed their bulk to the accumulat
vl mmss at the lake bottom which
mirw  Llack with dead leaves
wither vepelable material Jindl
: follen into the water, and, o
Phee abmenee of niv, only pertly de-

ved,
Filled With Feat

ipally this layer of peal, [or
1l id s penl formed of vegetabl
TH walhering undepr waler
ilated wntil ft reached the

Now mulatpre-lovine

pirggren and reeds pushed farther
wnai farther out from the heaehes.
T his hagg Py huve  remalned

sSwitipy for mun
vime drier gnd drier and evential-
Iy the true meadow  srasses @il
1 pompntlona the flowers, ven-
out Into the open. We had
I # mountain meandow—olttimas
nm porfect o gem as & High Slerrn

Fla e,

Vel even o moeuntain moadow =
with s hut. a shart time. Tiny
Il =pole ploes, creeping out from
the forest's fdee. seem plantad by
npture only to give wariety to the
iter mreen parpet—hbut come
burk In twenty er thirty or Ffifty

urs nnd what has happened? The
erowing tress have crowded oul
the wrasscs and flowers and the
forisn is In possassion.

Thilg s the eycle complatad
[uke awamp, maadow, forsst—how
ditferont they look as our T'-;runh!n
tranfle revenl thelr many  heautles,
trd haw little we raalize how they
nee gll related and all but phoses
vl matvie’s avolution.

yoara, buor It he-
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AFIELD WITH THE NATURE GUIDES

NATUHE™ SHELTERSR

After w late dinner my com-
panion and [ aet forth into the
aurk, wet forest to search for a dry
lree, We had no tent. In this pure
laim&grack forest in which we found
vurselves Lhe prospects for succesa
in our quest were not encouraging.
We felt the matting under one tree
siter another, but every tree had &
leaky roof. Finaily, however, per-
gistence was rewarded an we
found two tamuracks near together,
tight-roofed, offering & snug ehel-
ter to the belated traveler wise
encugh (o uvail himself of secom-
mudations thos freely provided.

Small  dead branches, broken
from the lower trunks, and their
damp  outer part whittled away,
Boun provided us with muetrrial for
starting & fire. In due course our
damp gurmenta were dried ~nd
S]El'ﬂ'lli traﬁs unrolled, Fur two
weelks it had ralned every day and
acmetimes all night, but no raii-
arep [ound fte way through our
ton urack roof,

This was In the great meadow
ol the Tuolvmne. Apother sum-
mer along the Kern the rain caught
ug in the middle of the night. Our
glerping bags kept uas dry enough,
it our dunnpge wae legs fortunate.
The sun came out so bright snd
clear  In  the morning that we
deemed It the part of wisdom to
#eek out m drler boudolr whers we
eould erjoy and defy the afternoon
showers. We chose. of course, g
ereat fir and under Its protecting
thateh disposed ourselves In com-
fort and  watched the showers,
which sppearing true to- achedulas,
drenchen l[he forest, except for the
charmed eircle. the eenter of which
waa the trunk of cur stalwart pro-
tertor,

Agalp It rafned, this time at a
higher altitude, where the trees
Ware less wall equipped to give us
ahelter. 1 remembered a great rock
canopy half a mile down the stream
which drajned the |lake, called Bull-
frog. by the slde of which we were
enenmrred. Thils rock, fallem Ffrom
*he aliff Iny upon high boulders,
There was some forty fest aquare
of space with level celling ten feet
from the ground, and the drainage
wan euch thet this ground was pars
fectly dry. Here we lived secure
in a houae which will atand us long
aa the world astanda,

At timberline, by a lake dotted
with many fslands, while soma of
my eompanlons  caralessly  threw
down thelr blankets upen the greas
of the open, cold. wet meadow, [
clambered up to an Alpine plne, so
endconred among the rocka =e Lo
Elve little promise of aleeping
quartera. Conslderable digging out
of rocks and transference of thick
packed masses of leaves wedgad
among the rocks provided m ievel
bed. half of which was sheltered by
the low branches of the little tres.
This shelter I supplemented with a
amall plece of canvas, carrled for
use In such an emergency. Thesa
vere the coslest quarters one could
concelve of.,

Mature Invites man to study and
eitjoyment, and fresly provides for
all of his needs.—J5, B, Newell of
the i;nqem!te I;lig:td Eic:h{m].,

SARK NUTCHACK Eaes
o Ut'(j:gt"r GLACIER Po1Y

A conspicuouds bird of 1he tmber
ling gountry, the Clark Nutoracser,
e dropped down from his tlnbers
Line  home so  that,  visitors o
Glecier Pcint are benciited.  Last
week several young hivds followed

their parents about  DeEgging  Tov
fowd,  In flight this bird  looks
lurk with copgpicucts  white=

Siches, brt when perched one fimil
im=ell looking ot it t_i_|bt1l-'l-\“'l\'
ray hird with a jay-like il

lapy B persom has Dbuen coniu ol
by !;1!3 quick changs lm appearino
to he moted in a perched bird  The
principal food of the Nulcracker I8
pine puts gleaned [rom the cones of
the white-barked pine and OB -
wently i is known most commeml
?.:- thode who viait the vimber lin'«‘L
The crow-like call iz characterisi
and cerfain ehatterine notes =lven
when the hird 8 fecdimyg T--l1-|h-']
ame of o amnpany of people bosoy
talking, i

Viriﬁn‘; 1o Cloods Rest oflen asth
alwul magpies becsvse af the hisaek
and white soloration of the Clark
Nuferacker, Tt I8 the latter hirvd,
howewer, that eomea 10 pick up thi
1eft nver lunches of travellers nn
the hisheat peak on the rlm of
the walley. -

Ar the, fall peasoen
thepe Are many treats  for  the
Lird student for birda offep per-
inrm a_ post 11entinﬁ YEARN rrﬂEl"-:
tinm, Birds from the high counsry
drop to lower alavations and birds
from the frothills elimh higher—
H. ©. Bryant.
LIATHING & FAWN

™ 11
T‘I’h‘;m;ql:ypats alons the bapks of
Varemlta ereak near laast AFromn
trail afford excellent apporfunities
frr the toorist to observe the deer
af the vallev. Beoarcely a day passss
that we who sre fortunate encurh
tn Tive near fall fo aee from two tn
five deer browsine amone the ferns,
neunlly does with fawna: occaslon-
rllv a youne bock.

With a little persuasion the deer
will eonde=gend to eat from ones
hand, rlthoush the does, like other
mnathera, Kepp wWatehful eves on the
fnwns and ones n oa while drlve
them aw ¥ from temptation. The
dear have besn Kaswn tn acknowl-
edre fawvare offered by resting o
their hind legs and ripplng the
elnthines of lpn feeder with thalr
gharp fnrefeet,

‘Lﬂgt werl we paw g doe apd tinv
fawn on the eopposite bank, The
mother waa pushing the littls one
intn the atream for & drink. HEwven-
trally the fawn entered tha water,
drank coplovaly, and lingered to en-
fo¥ the acensry. The mother evi-
dently was diapleasad with Lhe de-
lay. B8he walked behind the fawn,
stopped for a moment, and getting
no asction, deliberately kicked the
loltering ¢ne. Needleas to say. there
was Immediate reaponse and both
departed at full speed.—Edith Beal
of tha Yosemite Fleld Sehool,
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% pﬂm and dﬁmmdu mformatmn on the wild-life of
. the Sierras,

"To develop and enlarge the Yosemite Museum (in co-
ation with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-
lary units, such as the Glacier Point lookout and branches of
hilar nature.

. To promote the educational work of the Yosemite Nature
Guide Service.

To publish (in co-operation um:h the U. 8. National Park
. Service) “Yosemite Nature Notes”,

" To study living conditions, past and pfesmt of the Indians
~ of the Yosemite region.

. To maintain in Yosemite Valley a libravy of historical,

. scientific, and popular interest.

. To further scientific investigation along lines of greatest
popular interest and to publish, from time to time, bulletins
' of non-technical nature. _

To strictly limit the activities of the association to purposes
which shall be scientific and educational, in order that the
| organization shall not be operated for profit.

AY WE SEND YOU EACH. ISSUE OF YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES?

 Your check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturaligt, Yosemite
Btional Park, will help to pay the coét of its publication for
e year and make you a member of the Ym:mm'. Natural
gtory Association for the same period.

_!1. - THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OUT-DOOR
RECREATION

Called by Presipent Coouipge

IHAT THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE NATURE STUDY IN sCHOOLS
ID THE EXTENSION OF THE NATume Strupy IpEa TO EvERY
MERICAN SCHOOL AND FAMILY; . . ... THAT THE BSTABLISH-
NT OF MUSEUMS OF NATURAL HISTORY IN NATioNAL PaArxs
L INCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE

Rxs"'.—Resolution of the Conference.






