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VACATION-LAND IN OUR HOMES
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Few of us are fortunate enough to spend mare than a short vacatipn each

" vear in our mountain playgrounds, How many of us, as we ftood upon the

heights and felt the thrill of fellowship that comes with firét-hand acquaint-

ance with thebirds, the flowers, the trees and the mountains themselves,

h:wwuhu:l that the inspiring influence of these associations could be with
us throughout the year in our everyday life.

Dwnmmmmnsdmagmmrtmhdpmhmmﬁ:mghb enjoy
-and understand our great playgrounds, the National Parks, In Yosemite we
find a splendid museum and a corps of naturalists who conduct daily field
trips along the trailsides and who deliver evening campfire lectures on a
. - wide variety of natural history subjects. But why should we be satished
with but an introduction to the trailsides of our beloved Sierra? Is there
no way in which we may continue our friendship with the Big Country
during each month and each week of the year?

‘There is a way! Lovers of the California mountains have organized to
interpret and present in popular form all of the manifestations of Mature
of the Sierras and more particularly of Yosemite National Park. Primarily
the YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION concerns itself
with the living things of the Yosemite region; yet it must necessarily be
a factor in inapiring a regard for American Wild Life in general.
© YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES, which has been published in mimeo-
graphed form by the Park Naturaligt for a number of years, has been adopted
as the official organ of the Association. Cooperating with the.government,
the Association prints *“Yosemite Nature Notes™ weekly during June, July,
and Augugt and monthly throughout the remainder of the year, each of
the ewentyfour issues being sent to all members.

If you are one of the hundreds of thousands who love Yosemite, you
will wish to keep in touch with her through the /Association. There are
bundreds of thousands of others who have no conception of the big message
- of the Out-of-doors, You will want those uninitiated to learn of what the
Park has to offer.

A now! Fill out the enclosed application for membership and mail it with
a check or money order for $2.00 to The Park Naturaligt, Yosemite National
in-touch with your Yosemite.
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Ltha moralog of Augost 24
mod 10 wilniss: what [ bolieve
b unurual behsvior on Lhe part
Cullfornla Woaolpecker (Ma-

1ormiel voree Bairdi). hile
_.;mllhl:g thiclgh a wiove of

e on the norih side of
Valley my aftonfion wad
d by the exzited ehatler of
fmber of Weod pewees
lochanes rlvhlrdsnmg. 1
L Feen yoUnE pewees bDeing
thelr parents and on hear=-
a8 mnotes of distress my
it was that one of the yYoung
i hnd gotten into. troubls.
@ birds, like child s hawve n
gutiin intyp tro &. How-
was shocked to discover n
pewee ln auch ronl troublie.
{ branch wbout twenly feel
¥ head there was a Call-
oodpecker. mnd apparently
very face there flutiersd a
‘hird. Diving from above and
gt the wooldpsctker werd
wood peweess. Belween blowsa
olding

fiycatchers flercely
jd their mandibles. The on-
. _htpame tno hot for the

mokear and he sought safety in

] !41 he left his perch the
‘af nll the exﬁmemant cAme o
{ # flash., The bird that ;i;:;

['to Mutter In the face of t

Boker was really a captive
s8  had pounched upon A
pod pewes and was ahout

September 15, 1925
BLOOD LUST IN WOODPEGKERS
By Enid Michael

to sutisly hin blood lust when par-
ent pewoer chrme U0 the rescue! Tha
young pewes wed held by the
shoulder, and thus with his body
and one wing rfree he woa able to
offer conesiderntle resisiance. The
wiiodpecher could oot [l¥. far with
his almggiinxhvi-.nm ard when he
come to perch Again In u nearby
tree we was. Immedinely poungad
upon by angry parent pewess. Un-
deér this second attack he loosed his
held and the young ;;rwca flutterel
awuy, aprarently unlnjured. Perch-
ing on 4 dead twig the hero of the
adventure slood the Inspeatlon of
bis parsenis. Hoor the eXcltement
dind a.watr and [(d¥calchers wulo
agaln plying thelr trade in an at-

'“mft to eatisfy ttmi;nﬂtlnhle ap-

relites of Young b

It =0 Lappens that Wood pewees
and Callfornla woodpeckers nest
commonly in the same groves If It
were the pragtiee of Callfornia
woodpetkers toc féed upom Foung
prewees it 18 not lkely that pewees
would okooEse o nest In tha fa-
vorite groves of ithe woodpeckers.
But, suppoes that pewess wera a0
foolish as to nest In the stronghold
of their enemies, then would it be
atrange that we had never before
meen the result af this I'l‘lll,llldt-
ment? No: I am Inclined to think
that this ];lrt!utlhu woodpecker was
s bloodthirsty (ndividual, and nat
the normal Melanerpoes.
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FOLLOWING SPRING UP THE MOUNTAINS

By Nancy Yerkes
Student in the Yosemite Field School of Natural History

g remarkable - for
1te wide range of floral habltats, =so
is 1t del!fhtful in the joyous auc-
censlon of seascns up the slopes to
the mouninin-: tops—each shorier
thun the East i1l In that highest
Ene Winter holds sway mest of the
YEAF.

Here within a range of some 1960
feet wo may find marsh, meadnws
and swamp, copplee, woode  and
sheliered deep grown slopes, desert

A= Yozsemite

flaty © and  burning  sand  elides,
mountoin m el oow and alpine
Wastes,

We may come in February for
the first stirring. of sprimg 'n the
low walleys and follow that fresh
beauty up the helghts month after
month till Its last flazsh on the
mountain tops In August and Bep-
tamber,

'L;l;vl'l my first visit to Yosemite
in May, 1080, spring had possassinon
of -the wvalley., The dogweod [(Cor-
nos nuttalll and C. pubescens) Nt
up: the dark trees alore the road
from El Portal and in the deep
woods were many of the delleate
fegociatas of the Hypatica and Dog-
toath violst 59 dear to the eastener
after howsoever short a solourn in
Californin, There were all the vio-

Tets, blue, yellow, and white, (Viola
oxyoeras, V. pPUpLrea: An ¥,
blgnda).

Bo 1t was with some disappoirf-
ment that coming this year in early
July 1 found all the summer flowersa
far advanced, Though deep and
lugh - with full summer's promise,
yet 1t seemed, “that there hath
pase'd awny & glory from  the

earth.” Alode the ways the fire-
weed  (Epllobium: angustifolium?,
the Artemlsia, Yarrow (Achillaen

millefollum) and Goldenred (Solld-
ngoe alongata) are rushing on to
thelr showery Sisplay, bhut along
the hedges the roses {(Hoan eaoli-
farniead hang 1 of dried clusters
of blossoms and up the slopez the
message “Late, too late” comes

in from the curled panicles of
“Ocean Bpray.” The wave of apring
has broken hero and receded to an-
other level and onl its  hrown
spray lingers on the chaparral. The

richesgl valley wooda gre =till miety
here and there with the dainty
tiloa loptalea ond Leasingla lepino.
clada, and there are, too, flashes of
hright Connochalag e {Ir¥thraca
venrusta) and Clarkfz (0. rhombal-
den) and deep stands of Godetlin
(3. viminia) and larkspuar (Dei-
phiniom indersonli) and pale Col-
linela tinetoria, but, for the mcost
pirt, the pine ﬂunr Is dry and.sum-.
mer swaat,

But if vou will leave all this ma-
ture baauty and pass up the hot
Yosemite Falls (rall, past the frult-
ing Ceonnthos: intagerrimus and
Manzanitas (Archtostaphuvlos neva-
denaig and A. patula), the shin-
ing galdan-cup cak {(Quercus chry-
sojopus) and tho dusty Chinguapin
(Castanea sempervivens) and turn
left nlong the gle Peak trail Into
the high wooda and meadows, vou
will still cateh that first glory of
spring. It has mot ¥et gquit the
earth, but only mounted higher.
There in the wooda are now to be
found the daintizet and most dell-
cate nf the firat annuals and Hlies.
In the deep wet woods are gl the
sweet vielets, the Columbine (Aqgui-

lewsia truncata) tall nodding lark-
spur (Delphinivm hansenll, D, de-
corum, [ andersanif) scattored

acres wida in that soft shifting sun-
Hght. And there are the finlest
Collinslas (€. Wrightll and C. Tor-
rexid, tha brizht  Mimulus nanwss
and M. memphiticus, mountain blus
bells (Mertensia gii'-erlﬂaj with n
and M. memphiticus, mountain blus-
des. B, hyaecinthina, war, lacies; B.
graﬂd[rloru. Calrchortus  vennstns,
S muttalll, Lilium washingtonia-
num, and Camesziy guamash. And
in the meadows, nlao, are even pools
of the Indlan pond lily {Nymphaea
Folysapalumm} comd the. well-loved
aho;:‘ltnr atar (Dodecatheon jeff-
rey¥id.

They are all still thers, with
many more, and in ageh fresh loxuo-
rianoe A 18 hardly to be eseen In a
lower leval spring tide. The peace
of & high souniry ia upsn them and
lhe lightness of a fresher ale. Go
up now., You are not too late for
spring. .

NOTICE OF CORRECTION.

In “Yosemite Nature Notes™ of September 8 on page 86, the tree in
which the elk’s harns were found was ealled oak; it should read madrona.




UNG RED-BREASTEL
HAI'SEUKERS
dventuie of the day was a
lwao young red-breasted
i 1 was pasding along
of Bloneman Meadow when
coming from n dense wil-
ket, those atrange, mechani-
wuky bBird notes that sound
i 1lke the poled combng {rom
e daoll when squeezed by the
By moving cautiously toward
I wwe able {0 et within
tla  author, Thin
was a very strik-
on his baek was woven
dealgn  in black and
‘which gave the Impression
ndsome shaw] thrown over
pulders. Hiz dark smoky hewad
mart gave off glints of deen
or which suggested the color
e to come to the mature
the mnture bird the entire
d breast iz 8 hright red. 1

walehing the flrad
lalnad by A second Bo much

Ip =lve and color as to be

hrothar.  When the Pecand
1veéd there seamed to be game
AargLmenl. The argument

thing serinue and soon hoth
pre feeding pescenbly on ad-
branches In true sapsucker
feenglomally one or the
f the birds would ralge jis
utter & few Squesky notes
Mently  the sapanelera had
working 1n thiz partisular
it for.a numhber of days as
ware thirty or forty willow
that had heen barked in
tn the sapwooad. Some of
er wounds ware beginning
up. while many fresh cut-
ere ooxing sap freely. About
running wound were numers
g3; thare ware flies of at
Blx different epecies. And
Cfteading tlles were not the
mues thot knew of the sap-
"o work. An Anna humming-
o0 was atiractzd and came
r?t.‘l'l from  the flowlng
he sapIgckars  Seemod
hegrudge the “hummer” a
- which had been fread hy
Sinduatry,  And neither hum-
rd nor sapsicker, while 1
‘esent, made any attempt to
ite - the winged insects that
! feasting at the banguet

| had nAevar before
e’ in willows, therafora, it
rith _Interast that we noted
work. ‘Theee hirds worked
mirinll willow twigs about an
n diameter, they worked oot
fillar  ronndlsh - patehes, the
IF being an inch acromrs,  The
:"I- obaerved at work' in
grohards of the wvalley eon-

sEeah Eap=

W —
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D WITH THE NATURE GUIDES

struct AR :rrdarif sap-trap  of
tpundial  oF aguarian haoles about
one-fourth of an inca across, rums-
ning part way aroanfd the tree
tropk, in  parallel rows When
working upon Hellogg oaka it -luks
byen observed that the birds make
rectangular cuis an inch or iess
long, and arranged in an orderly
Euttﬂrn with narrow siripa of bark
etween. The sapzuolers in the

willpwe  Tollowed no set pattern;
their waork was careless, The
emell  twlgs  upon - which- they

worked may hiave had. something
to do with the lacic of order In

thelr sap-trap or this may have

been due to Lhe bird's inexperi-

enee.—Enjd mchri,

A LATE NESUER i
Ui Tlhursday, August 1&g 135,

Wi W npioe carmp (o clump of

lodgepuels pines wpposite the Tuoi-

Winlie hlt‘tul..,_twt'_l_'lll:rkllig ALA VIO W
uncomacloury  introded on  the dw-
warin of & Wiight Fiycotcher, Firag
o mltract our atboption was  Uee
vientder ool of L birds cach feofn-
i,  We goald see them, hopping
sl in The brenches overhead &ndg
cagily  identificd them. Boon wae
logaled Lhe a5 rest m the lop of
a4 Laodgepole ping five and half fecc
froam the ground. As we walched
fromn @ distonee we saw L BPErEe-
Iy dewn-covered heads and opénsd
mpuths of two poedtlings, The fe-
Inale carmg guite obien and Lhe misin
but seldom.  Whe we woke we
vould sie the mothar ol Lhe Bast
patiently  waiting lor the sum e
warm things wp and start .the o
Font wings,

On Merday we did not pollcd the
Lijriis B on Tuesday mOTninE.
ruesday evening 1 went lo the nest
for the firslt time and found tho
two young birds eold and dead. One
af them had a hole in the abdomen,
The eavse of the prapedy shall al-
wials remain o omystery apd whila
there are: several supnositiona thoy
arc bul guesses.

2nme mammal or hird may have
killed the one aml frightened the
narents away.

The parenl= may¥ have bern an-
neyed by our presonce, although wa
were earefnl not to go cloder than
tem fedet to LhT magh, wnd aboandoned
it. Ap the right: were vory eold
the voung eould easily have fromen
te Avath.

Home discase may have caweed
their Aeith, sfter which they were
nbhandored and the one was par-
i lly eEken,

The thing whicl attracted us in
the first place was that there woild
e Lirds hut a fow days old at that
time of ¥year in Tuclumne Mesdaws.
This specieg of hird, howevar, da-
pending as it docs upon insrets for.
fond, 18 potably late in rearing: 1ta
young—R, 0. Harwood,
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HOW A CHIPMUNK PROVIDES

Glacier Point i a fine localion
for studying the habits ol the Ta-
hoe chipmunk, Eutamias apecioaus
fruteér, which occours abuendantiy
there. The small rodents are fresiy
fed by people about the hotel and
are aveén found anatching crumbs

inslde the cafeterius as well as on’

the open-alr porch.

Al the natures guide lookout a
large carton of vermicelli nond rolled
oate his lasted out the pummer in
gpite of the fact that about a half
pint & day has been fed to the
squirrels and chipmunks. A gpolden
mantled ground squirre] found that
the food aupply wus kept In this
box, #s0 he awed s hole through
the aide of It and in Iste afterncon

he would  fearlesaly sntsr the box,:

even  While saeveral
watching him. Once the box wsas
picked up with him insjde and
thersafter he: hesitated about stuf-
fing himself in publle view, As
860n &8 the chipmunks found where

people wers

this uirrel was getilng so much
more food than they were they en-
terad the box, too, and many [vely

‘chases followed

‘These 1ittle brightly marked chip-
minks have a great curiozity and
will séarch out a known food sup-
FI]_;: ‘which may 'have been hidden
Jfrom them. When the carton was
finally emptied one chipmunk apant
a Halt hour looking for it and per-
mitted the gulde to  touch him
:EHE he ellmbed around the stone

Of ‘course, these chipmunks were
not -able to consume so much food
on the moment, so flling thelr
cheelk mpouches with wvermicelli al-
reidy chewed wup to the proper
length they would dash off with it
and bury it This they did by ran-
ldly digeing a meries of holes and
droppine s 1ittle of the food In each
ena. When the mouth was empty
they began to cover the holes, us-
ing thelr front pawe entirely as
shovels and rakes,

Ome  industricus chlpmunk  was
found cutting green acorne from the
huckleherry oalk. This he did by
clambering out  ento the slender
twigs which rlelded alarmingly un-
der his weight. He ran out of sight
:ﬁhkm&a‘?' -:H; at nhtlma. and it s

n where they w
dlgg:;itea. " ¥ oars ‘belng
pmunks ars valuable foresters

because sut of the quantity of aseds
which they bury many are not re-
eovered. hut germipnate. Many of
our forest monarcha owe thelr sx-
Istence to some chipmunk's instinet
to store & food supply for the hard
timaa of winter—David D. EECK.
THH FLORA OF THE
LEDGE TRAIL

The Ledme Tratl In its mile and
a half of length offerm an intereast-
Ing mtudy In flore, At Firs.t sight
one Imagines tha trall, after leavy-
Ing {he wooded vailay floor, passes
recipiteiely aver a and more or
egs uninteresting ?nlrl-:lrra afl A
talus slope and is prepared to =ee,
in rontragt with the other tralls 1o
Glacler Polnt, comparatively few

A ek
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trmes, abrobs, ferns and  flowers
This s n mistake, lur an acLually
mulking  the elimiy, the wnule trail
fa fuupd 1o be ciothed in verdilre of
Transidor and Consdian Lafe Bunes.

The wowl  ehnnge 1L slevalion
maiue by Lie Ledge Tradl 18 approx-
tmutely thrée thousabd feel Sinlu
the Valley flour alreadly hds an
Chevallon of 2860 leet and the eaie-
vaticm of Glasier Poing w 7200 feel
On the Lédge Trail then onm cov-
wid apProsimtoly 1adt Lest ol U
per Uraneition ne and 000 fect
vl Umnmdin foae,

In sdditien 10 the changes i
fhora dde to clevation, Lhe béeautn-
ful Braircage Falls still furthsp en-
clehues the Tlora by the addetion ol
the water-loving planis ]

It is :.urprin.:n%. lon, how much of

o

teuly crick  soil found wlong the
teadl In epite of the wwlus cover
vver which It wEeE, 1From ils vary
raftwee, though, there can e ne

charpctoristically mradow growing
conditions, Lot aslde from thet, ifs

flord reficcty o i's  widenoss of
Tangs ke life | movea through
which jt pa=zscs,

The 'ower part of the trail, in

fact, anlmort the Piret half, iz well
shaded by the Califormia Dlack Dak.
the  Broad-leaved Maple, Yellow
Fine. Ircensy Coedar aod White Bir
The lower pirt oo, i8 heavily Timed
amid flumked with shrubs: the Cali-
fornia Lawrel, Bveings, BElderbervy,
Dewrbrunh. Servies Herry, OCoffes
Berry., Muariposa Manganita, Wila
Ruspherry, Wild (srose Derry ahi
Wild Current whiech straggle com-
pantenahly along the trall, with
mimull, pentaiemons wild INEEr.
e raot draperin.  gayophytum,
Clarkia, phazelia, ecow  paranip,
Elnnl hyssop,  intarspersed with
oranckens, the eliff-brakes, (or the
I‘qlll_ln'.iﬂ}.

When the trafl rrsehos the gan-
viem, or fpproximately the last half

of The climb, thy red fir has be-
came  punepicuocus, togelier with
the mrmull-leaved maple, while the

Oeenn Hpray. Green nzanita nnd
Eftter Cherry ara the new ahrubs.
Here the glorlogs yellow Mimulus
fmpiexvs  the great soft pink
Mimulus lewizil and thelr flRmins
Amter Mimnles ecardinalis, together
with Sulphur Flowere, asure anid
dren hlne delphinitmes. the rare anil
praceful (fentlan defonsa and  iho
e exqulelte sproys of Saxifraga

nmnefata beeoame o marvelons
potting  for the Btaircase Malls
miream.

Tealds the falls at the very heart
of the Ledge Trafl. where mosses
rling to the bowlders, and water
cnnf'lnllnllir geeps throvgh, the soft
Iracery of the Five TFinger fern
fronds sway gertly with the brasz:
Iening thelr pala gresn wileherv
tn the magle heauty of  the way.
Om the 1/m lofty Snear Pines stand
surrd over it all hig 1s the
Ledade Trall in mid-sommer,  and
comparing the renge of iks flora
with that of any other trail in the
Tosemite, there Is little doubt that
for an squal elimb mo other trail
ran offer o mich Ir wariety ana
beouly of flora—Mabel E. Hibbard
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mﬁhﬂ and disseminate mfn-rmam:m on the ml&hﬁ: of
¢ Siervas.

0 develop and enlarge the Yosemite Museum (in co-
on with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-
funits, such as the Glacier Point iaai{oﬂt and branches of
¥ nature,

0 promote the educational work of the Tosmwa Nature
suide Service.

© publish (in co-operation with the U. S. National Park
iervice) “‘Yosemite Nature Notes™.,

0 study living mdlMﬂh gaﬂ e:'mi present, of the Indians
f the Yosemite regioni L

0 maintain in Tustmu Vﬂl‘[qy ;t ﬁﬁ’mfy of historical,
tific, and popularinterest, - 7 .

0 further scientific investigation, a]-:mg lmes of greatest
c pular interest and to publish, from time to time, bulletins
f non-technical nature,

8 strictly limit the agtivities of the association to purposes
bhich shall be scientific.and ‘educational, in order that the
nizatim shall not be operated for profit.

WE SEND YOU EACH ISSUE DF"Y@EMITE
NATURE NOTES?

ir check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturalist, Yosemite
pal Park, will help to pay the cost of its publication for
far and make you a member of the Yosemite Natural

v Association for the same period.

T NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON:QUT-DOOR
3 RECREATION

Called by Presipent CooLipge

| THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE NATURE STUDY IN sCHOOLS
HE EXTENSION OF THE NATURE Stupr IDEA TO EVERY
[CAN SCHOOL AND FAMILY; .. . .. THAT THE ESTABLISH-
OF MUSEUMS OF NATURAL HIBTORY IN NATIONAL PARrEs
NCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE

-—Raanlutmn of the Conference.







