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THE YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCTAT
ITS PURPOSES

1. To gather and dtssam"mtttc information on thc wild-life of
the: Sierras. |

2. To develop and enlarge the Yosemite Musewm (in co-

operation with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-

sidiary units, such as the G]di::er Point lookout and branches of

_similar nature.

3. To promote the educational work of the Yosemite Nature

Guide Service.
4. To publish (in co-operation with the U. S. National Park
Service) “*Tosemite NanJi-e Notes".

5. To -study living conditions, past and present, of the Indians
of the Tosemite region.

6. To mamtain in Yosemite Valley a library o_f hts‘a’:ofwai
scientific, and papuldr tr}m

7. To further scientific investigation along I:rtcs- uf greatest
bopular intevest and to pliblish, from time wum-:, bulletins
of non-technical nature.

8. To strictly limit the activities of the association to purposes
which shall be scientific and educational, in order that the
organization shall not be operated for profit.

MAY WE SEND YOU EACH JS8SUE OF YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES?

Your check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturalist, Yosemite
National Park, will help to pay the cost of its publication for
one year and make you a mJﬁmber of the Yosemite Natural
History Association for the same period.

|

Froum e NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OUT-DOOR
RECREATION
Called by Prasioent CooLipgE
““THAT THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE NATURE STUDY IN sCHOOLS
AND THE EXTENSION OF THE Nature Srupy IpEA 1O BVERY
AMERICAN SCHOOL AND PAMIEY; .. ... THAT THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF MUSEUMS OF ‘NAWILIL HISTORY TN NATIONAL PARKs
WILL INCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE

parEs” -—Resolution of the Conference.
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Rolome TV

It Iz easy to find the nests of
the Yosemite bird population dor-
g the nesting season. But when
g first frosts of winter strip the
Hisck gaks of thelr leaves it 13 with
[ifficulty that even ¢lose obaervers
& abie to find even traces of the
i nests,

One reason for thiz s the, fact
that the birds themselves pull the
t nests of the senson apart In
der to obtain material with
hich to conatruct & home for the
pond brood.

A Chipplang Eparrow had started
conatruct a nest in an apple tres
tha Clark orchard, Being dis-
hed in the work by oversealous
rvers, the site was abandonad.
er two or three days the birds
d carried the nesting materinl
gm the original site to &8 new one

another apple tree some aixty
B8t away. .
A Western robin reared g brood

f four voungsters in back of Camp
i Az smpon ms they were able to
ghirt for themselves tha parent
Birds started to construct another
@t for the second brood, using the
material from the old nest in build-
F the new one.

“Anotsher robin, peatlng near thsa
Ensportation office at R
arry, utillzed a plece of ribbon
n eandy hox in the consirao-
of the nest, and after the brood
been raised, the ribbon was
(ken to & new nest alte and worked

i July 21, 1925
NESTS

By L. K. Wilson

Ik & second home. g

A wond Pewes nost near Clark's
bridge met with a dizastér before
it had been completed. ™ Within gne
wiek of the time when the mnest
had Dbeen blown  loose {romo §te
moorings by the wind the parents
had removed every tracg of it to a
medw lacation. .
A Crasin Vireo nest In the Lamon
Mesdow was wrecked by a atrong

gale which blew the eggs out upon
the ground. Within a week from
the time that this ealamity oc-

curred, all the aplder cocoons which
had been used to decorate the nest
had been removed, either by these
aa|1m~ parents or another nesting
palr.

Thla same result was reached In
the case of a Wnrhllng Vireo which
ralaed a brood in the Clark archard,
A few days after the blrda had lTeft
the mneat the exterior decorations
had beesn pll torn away,

The gonclusions to be drawn from
thess facts are that many nests are
torn down by the birds themselves
after the first brood hes hatchad,
and therefora few old nestsa are
found during the winter, though o
lsrge population may have flonr-
ighed in the reglon during the nest-
ing senson. Also this ma% be lim-
ited to a few apecies, for blue Jays
and humming hbird nests are fre-
quently found after the leaves have
Teft the treas.
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By C. P. RusssLL
Park Naturalist, Yosemite National Park

Some weecks ago “Yosemite N

ature| Noves™ reparted the birth of elk cilves. MNow

mthumrﬁnrﬁmthatﬂchmludd to the great number of Mule deer that
inhabit the park. The first one to come to the attention of the park naturalist was born
May 25, That it had a twin brother or sister is altogether likely, for such is the Mule
deer nature, but the rest of the family could not be located if it did exist.

The Infant that I came upon was
curlecd up In & tiny ball, its noae
Inevrted benewth (ts breast, and
cnly its ears, of huge proportlons,
betrayed fita Identity, The wise
mother had cachad It beneath th
oveorhanging limbs of a yellow pin
and hLed It not been for the slugle
twitch of one of the lung esars, |
mitel necda have passed @ by withd
put guessing Its presznce,

The many wh;tt". apote in  thd
brown ecat of the oungler)
mnmlfaly enotgh, do not make I
conaplevous, On the contrary, they
caute the motionicss form Lo blem
intn  the gron=ry surroundings—
gplendid cnmouflage, There I8 but
voery little bpody odor to new=born
fawmne And Lthe doe may salely leave
themm to Lthe natural protection o
their natal surrousdings, Coyotes
and other predators cain not eaxily
gearch them out sven though theid
canlne norer ba keen.

Not infrequently Yoeemite visilora
coine upon helpleas infants just &
T did. The firat impulse s Lo plock
up the mite of an animal aAnd care-
fully cuddle and feed it. Many
times Yosomite fawne are carried
in superfluous
ottle of

e onmype, BEwathed
clothing amd fed from a

cow's milk. Usunlly these unfor-
tunatfes resist such unnatural con-
ditlonz wbout one week and then
die. We nrga that all baby Ll
left where [ound. The secming do-
settion on the part of the mother 18
but her patdural way of swaiting
the time when the fawns have
ained sufficlent sirength Lo follow
er about Bhe returns Lo them
cften during the first several days,
feeds them genercusly, and soon
théy ara capering about, depending
upen  their strength of limb  for
prolection rather than the Initisl
protective coloraticn. Tonight, afler
dark, I wrmt tod A apot where

knew & fawn had ‘been cached. As
[ npproiched tha thicket In which
it rested, my feol caused a tearing
sonnd as [ kicked through the long
T EE. The youngster apparsntly
ened that the approaching thing
was Its mother for it set up a ery-
ing thalt soonded not unllke  the
||-pw11'|prt of @ kitten, A= drew
cloper to it, It bocanie undecelved
#nd ceaged ita high pltehed eryinm
sodGenly. I had Tearned what

grcired tn know and withdrew with-
put attempting to locate the hungry
lttle thing. No loubt the doe alsn
ealle to her ofispring when teed-
ing time brings her to look forit.
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The Woodpecker‘s Possessions

Roland Case Ross
Yosemite Nature Guide Service

R} seems the most lightsome and carefree of creatures; four-
footed beasts can escape their troubles and their foes only upon
Burface of the earth, A favored few are learned in miners' skills
enter the solid earth—but birds have the heavens opem before
N, the whole earth i8 theirs, and to us It seems they must be the
L unattached of living things, “Oh, for the wings of a dove"” slghed
pealmist, who thought to fles persecution. But if he had been a
persecution would not of a certainty have driven him to the wil-
ggg, for birda do have attachments. Even after the home life s
y and the birdlings grown and flown, the bird finds situations and

ite that are dear to him,
Howing the general bresk-up i e mare : = =
nesting time, many kinds of !0 the heart of & tree iz 5 homae
usually occupled st night and some-

eatablish In  their winter oty fonoried to (o dnylight,
more or less definite terri- Such birds are artisans of a high
ver which they repeatedly order, sxcavating entrances of re-
ecoming overseesrs of their markably uniferm size—for each
landbolders as It wers, apecies——cach leading to a gourd-
er, there is considerable lati- shaped eavit of &8 considerable
n bird's territery, eapecial- depth, [t 1z hard work gz well ae
winter, and changes may fre- skillful, and is accomplished sntive-
oceur, but in every new ly by the bird's bill. Woodpecker
routine, habite and favor- hills are of heavy construction bnd
lona are agaln established long snough to strike Into deep
£ after all suweh birds are holea with acouracy, The workin
| to whatever region they aro edge is not chisel-shaped bu
force of a habit nature, There ralher like a crow-bar or pick. It

niy other birds that wander 1 beveled at either side, presentin
ances over both land and a narrowed but not keen-edged ermF
et even such return with the Then by vigorous blows struck by
i nlong habitual highways and the head bot aided by 5 apring uof
h spring the chosen nest- the whole body the point of the bill
und, ia driven 80 a8 to pry or pound off
g are some birda more given chips and chunks of wood. Dil-
hmeits for lgealities than gence accomplishes the rest, for the
Some must abide in definite task Is long and man;ﬁ amall bits
‘because there alons Is the and slivera have to be ilcked aalde
food to be found. Others or cut of the deepening hole befare
po such unalterable limita- excavation continues.

t feed comfortably in many This bill is the hirds limitgtion
8 country, The woodpeckera as It la his spectal pift. Because it
 this latter group znd find s #=0 gond a tool it must be used
artlcular foods in ranges that and the birg s often at his special
C from wvalley bottoms far up trade, though one hole at a time
Buntain sides, In apite of iz all he can occupy, He iz an in-
lpodpeckera of certain speciea curable hole-digger These frequent
very limited in theilr cavities, conatructed in leisure tims,
many of them being defi- bind the feathered workman to the
liged, Parf of this is due reglon; for surely slaeping guar-
ply. a5 is eapeclally con- tera must be slept in; a home ls to
! n_ the California woeod- live within, and the bird abides
which eonfinea its territery cloge to heme These speclal provi-
j-timbered regions. But sions—the cavity dwealling and the
muet have territoriea of "hill that must be wosed—ars oom-
d must have territorles of forts and sssets In the woodpecker's
mt  pormanent nature. for life, yel they limit the fres-wander-
and summer they are thought Ing ‘tendencles that affect unat-
i1 in houses of their own tached creatorss, whether feathered
jgtion The woodpecker hole or otherwise.




——

6o

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

AFIELD WITH THE NATURE GUIDES

SPNPIFTRD SANDPFIPER ARIS

If ome ix fortunete enogegh to Vind
A family of youns Spotied Sand-
glpem runnlng phout under Lhe
irection of the parent he should
apepnd 2 few minutes obaervipg the
hirds" behavier. The agitated calls
of the mother nre sufficlent to cause
the youneg birds to “Creeze” in their
tracks A hrood of young observed
on the [slend next (o cpmp - dls3-
appoared practieally under the ob-
server's pungd,  The mother bird was
very excited, while her young ones
were crouched low among thd peb-
bieg in the open amd woold  can
about. pretending to be feeding, but
freguently climbing o 1ittle plataau
abhout a foot and & half nlgh,/ rrom
whenee the youneg could be watohed,
Ax no danger approached, one of the
voung hirds dashed for the hanl,
and upon my appronch huddled close
to the bank, sz thouegh trving o
protect tself- from  belng stepped
upnrn. The minete | lnoked In an-
other divection they were of T Far the
tnfl mraga. where the mothoer felt
repdaured  and becams nuiet, | The
profective colorstion of five ¥ouns
birde when “Freeczineg” (n a zroup
of stones wmakes it very hard th de-
tert nnd 1t will not under any fright
run Again until the const is eléar—
Draxid T Keck

A IlEM.i.l_'IHLPI.E FLOW ERING

A charming flower ia the Mari-
aan Tily, Calochortua leichtlinii
Flender ateme reach these 1ligs well
ahove the grasepes. The (hres “pat-
als™ that tuarn softly hackward, are
anowy within with 4 darlk “eye' and
a halry yvellow hbuage. The baclks of

the “petals” are daintily peneiled
with mreem. The three “aeprlpt’ oo,
ara llned with green and bordered

with white, Deticate and chaate.
Butterfly lilies turn their pure faces
to the smmshine. This calochortes
blipoims earty inm June, Usoally 2
hundred flowers appear In the Ben-
tinel Mogdow, apd to the sandy
flate near Clark's bridge wnd to &
faw other warm flats a scattering
af lilles come. So few of theee lil-
ies hloomed Tast vesr that the writer
fenred that In the valley these flow-
era had almost pasaed, Then the
June of 1825 brought & glorious res-
urrection!  Alone the saandy road-
rides on the aouth of the valley up-
peared thoueaande of these liliea
They formed = continoouva flowser
garden down as far aa the Bridal
Vell Palls: four miles of flowers!
In the meadows, on the gandy ala,
right In the publle camps, hare
thouwrands tread, bloomed the Hiies.
For two weeks they made the wal-
ley elorious, then vanlahed a8
unickly and as mysteriousiy as they
had come. Up the slopes now they
glaelfully elimb after the spring, and
fo the tramper along the trails they
now turn thelr sweet, white faces.

Had these thouszanda of lilies thal
Bloomed thiz venr, where s (9
hupdred bicomed esach vesr during
the Five véiars previods, [kin asioen
im the sandy earth awneiting for o
genson of yain, such a8 this, to bring
cut thelr flowers? We guszas Lhal
thie muy be the explanstion of (he
cxfraordinary flowering

ow @ second Muariposs fa 1o
bipom  Calochorius  venustus, il
we womder 00t 1o, 1 to take pod
sesrlom of the valioy.—-BEnild Michael

DICHR HAWHK IN YOSEMITE
DTHING JUNE
O June 26th, while standing on

the bark porch of the RAEngers
Club  with Nature Gufde Ths il
Keck, we saw circiing. batween s

and Lthe Roval Arches a  hawl,
which | at first ook to be
Pralrie ¥aleon, However, the binl

suddenly pluneged down and passed
directly in front of us over the ool
anly n few feet from the grouwl
dizcloslng an aduolt Tiaek  Hawlk
The alatey Bloe bacrk and the Aok
head were unmiatakable. Tu o«
tinwed dowl the valley toward o
lodge. flnally  disappearing  Treoin
our view

Could it he nossible that this
Faloon iz pestlng aomewherea in ihe
walls of Yosemite, or was it just »
wanderer from same ofher lacalits
in search of better honting
erounds?—IDr Tn Mel.ean,

FERPLEXED nw’fﬂ. LE
FLEASE NOTE!

Yosemite has been termed (he v
gion  of “educated™ trout, heonuss
of the facelty which the trout ol
ithe region posdess of |gnoring 1l
:ure of all but the eraftiest of Anp-
ers,

But the educated trout partaloe
of aueer foods aa ‘2 alwn by Lhe
atomach contents of a fine Al -
arn brook trout tpken om fly, June
7. in Tamarack creek. This fish,
which waa ahoot a foot In length,
wias noficed to have a partiealarly
distended stomach. Upon examinn-
tion It wrs Tound (o contain the
recently awallowed body eof an
adult Navigator Ehraw,

This animal, which s consider-
ably larger than an ordinary houss
mouse, Ifves in and near the swill
Tlowing mountaln streams, apend-
Ing much of it time in the ey wiie-
tar, Bacause of the partieular
eharacier of thef vwr, . heolds =
great guantity of ar, so that when
ths animal goes benezsth the aur-
face it gives a very glistening ef
Foct, Apparently thiz sheen waa oo
mueh for the brook trout, and the
shrew taken from his stomach had
dived inta ther ushing watera of
Tamarack erask once too often —
L. K. Wilson.




B NATIONAL PARK IS YOURS! WE OF THE NATIONAL PARK -
§ WANT TO HELP YOU TO MAKE FRIENDS WITH YOUR PARK
| UNDERSTAND IT IN ITS EVERY MOOD, ALL OF THE FOLLOW"
WICE 18 OFFERED TO YOU free BY YOUR GOVERNMENT:

1 ‘Visit the Yosemite Museum!
'wou will learn the full story of the Park - what tools were used by
4t Sculptor in carving this mighty granite-walled gorge; who lived
the white man came; how the Days of Gold led to Yosemite's
: how the pioneers prepared: the way for you; and how the birds
s and trees and flowerslive tag:thtr in congenial communities
1o malu: your acquaintance.
;-,'.- our trail trips on the large scale models in the Geography Room.
mite Library in the museum: provides references on all phases of
¢ history and natural higory.
::! lectures on Yosemite geology and other branches of natural his-
pw:.n by nature guides at scheduled times each day.
sature guide on duty will be:mu-n: l:han willing to answer your ques-
- anyr subjecd.
Go Afield u.uth a Nature Guidei
$ advantape of this free service that will help-you to know your Park.
petent scientist will conduct, you over Yosemite trails,and from him
i learn first hand of the native flowers, trees, birds, mammals, and
"_- features.
Bchedule of Nature Guide Field Tripe.
Visit Glacier Point Lookout!

j there you will obtain an unexcelled view of Yosemite's High Sierra.
fiocular telescope will bring Mt. Lyell to within one third of a mile
he you atand; you can recognize: friendsi climbing trails several
way. The Nature Guide in attendance will help you to operate it and
plain what you see.
mall library is at your command.
'will enjoy the informal nightly campfire talks given here.
. Attend the Nature Guide Campfire Talks!
ddition to the museum lectures members of the educational staff
lke as a part of the evening program at Camp Curry and Yosem-
e. Non-technical explanations of how Yosemite came to be; what
By expect of Yosemite bears; how the local Indians lived; what birds
L about your camps; what trout you will catch in Yosemite waters;
'. i may bedt visit the wonderland of the summit region; and scores
it subjects are given by the National Park Service Nature Guides.
. ﬂF THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF
{GE BY YOUR GOVERNMENT.
—TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM—







