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A “*GOOD-BYE”™ AND A “HELLO™
By C. P. Russell

In 1924 the American Association
of Museums lent a supcpriing hand
to a faltering offspring of the L.
8, Mational Park Service, The in-
- fanl wag the Yogemite educaticnal
. project. The helping hand came in

the form of recognition of promis-
ing work done and financial sup-
port for continued developmient
The Yosemite museum was given
sdeguate quarters and worthy ex:
hibits were prepared, The steady
growth of the educational service
which grew up about this new cen-
ter has developed a certain public
conzclence of the good that results
from such activities in  MNational
parks, Eduecatora have taken note
of the resulis obtained and great
national institutions have expressed
their approval of the projected
plang for future service. The gen
aral public has ragistered interest
in no uncertaln terms, and the Na.
‘ﬂun.a.] Park Service seeks, and ob-
tains governmeni appropriations
-i'pr the maintenance of the Yosem-
{te educattonal program, which s
'I‘.I.uw offictally regarded a= a majm
function.

The American Asseciation of
Museums has maintained its whole-
hearted interest and has embraced

the entire National Park System
in its motherly arms. A trailside

musieum has been constructed on
the rim of the Grand Canvon. An
important branch museum has just
been bullt at Old Faithful geyser in
the Yellowstone and preparation is
under way for a gplendld central
institution at Mammoth Hot Springa

in the same park.
This enlarged scope of the Na-
tlonal Parl Museum work has called

for a National parks official who
can concern himself with the prep-
aration and installation of exhibits
which will tall the significant story
in each of the new institutions. The
writer 18 bapny to announce that
he has been designated to serve in
this capacity.

For six years he has enjoved the
loyal co-operation of a staff of nat-
uralists who have “put over” the
Yosemite program of lecturss, trips
alield, and musenm zerviee, To
these coworkera he acknowledges
deep appreciation of their constant
support in bringing stecess to the
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department. To that large number
of individuals and organizations
who have contributed so generously
to the details of exhibitz and eol-
lections housed in  the Yosemite
museum he vighes to express re-
newed thanks and Lhe assurance
that their gifts are left in the hands
of & most worthy Yosemite staff.
Far four years the printed series
of Yosemite Wature Notes has made
frienda for the Yosemite Educa-
tienal department, As the organ of
the ¥osemite Natural History As-
soclation and the Yosemite museum
it has made many contracts of im-

portance to the cause, and the sup--

port given to it has made possible
i large number of museum enter
prises which were unsupported by
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government funds. The Yosemlte
museum library has been especizml-
Iy benefitted by this cu-upemtla
and that library * -5 been most val-
uable to the park naturalist. To all
readers of Yosemite Nature Notes
and especially to the editors of that
Journal, the “Stockton Record,” the
writer wishes to express thanks for
the interest shown, .

This is the last number of the
Yosemite publication which the
pregent park naturalist will be
privileged to produce. Through it
he makes his bow of exit and in-

troduces his capable gucceszor, Mr.

C. A, Harwell. Of this friend, not
entirely new to Yosemite enthusi-
asts, more will be told in the next
number of Yosemite Nature Notes

e

MUSEUM ACCESSIONS FOR MAY

Chris  Jorgensen, former Yo-
gsemite vailey artist, has added thir-
ty-one wvaluable Indian baskets to
his earlier gifts to the Yosemite
Muszeum. Onpe hundred and eighty-
one ethnologleal items have been
accesgioned from Mr, Jorgensen,
and his collection constitutes a
valuable part of the Yosemite Mu-
seum Indian collection.

Tha Yosemite National History
Aszgociation bas purchased and pre-
sented the following:

"TIzeful Birds and Thelr Protec-
tion,” Forbush, 1913,

“The Fur Animals of Louizlana,"
Arthur, 1028,

The Library of Congress present-
ad four volumes:

“Yellowstone MNational Park”
Haupt, 1883, '

"Bouvenir of Callfornia,” Denni-
gon News Co., N, D.

"Semitropical California™
man, 1874

Tru-

“History of S2an Francisco Com-
mittee of Vigilanee of 1851 Will-
iams, 1921,

Eleven pamphlets of historical in-
terest were also obtalned from the
Library of Congress.

"California Fizh and Game” Vols
12, 13 and 14, and the “1928-28 Re-
port of the Division of Fish and
Game" were obtalned from the
California Fish and Game Commis-
zion.

. E. and €, H Mayo presented
a flint lock musket znd bayonet
which hasg been in the Mayo family
for 100 vears.

A peological map of California
was obtained from the California
Division of Mines and Mining,

Bectlonal book cases (eight see-
fiona}) were made awvailable to the
Park Naturalist's cffice as a loan
from George M, Wright.

Twenty-one lantern slides were
prepared at government expensze,

\
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THE YOSEMITE MUSEUM AND THE

CONSERVATION OF WILD LIFE
By C. P. Ruszell

Several millions of American eiti-
zens just mow are invading our na-
tional parks., These annual pil-
grimages to Yellowstone, Yosemite,
Grand Canycn, Mount Rainier,
Rocky Mountain, and others of our
system of great natural preserves
steadily become larger. National
parks are overwhelmed by tides of
eager sightasers, and facilities for
agcommodating the crowds are
taxed to the utmost. A point has
been reached whers some parks en-

thusziasts throw up their hands in
terror at the threatened inundation
of nature's sanctuaries, and one |z
ed to ask what the pulcome may
be,

To counteract and subdue any-
thing of the “jazz element” that
may enter with the multitude, the
Mational Park Bervice has insti-
tuted an educational service where-
by the crowds may be brought to
# reallzation of the true gignifi-
cance of national parks. By the
zame token that makes this service
& restraint upon mummery within
the parks, it also becomes a signifi-
cant factor in the nsatlonal cam-
paign for the conservation of all
patural assets of America.
Frimary Park Pn

It iz generally conceded that the
primary purpose of conducting Na-
tional Park Service work is to pre-
gerve for all time the areas set
aside as national parks, and to fa-
cilitate the study and recreational
enjoyment of those areas. In ad-

vance of recreation must come a,

place in which £0 recreate—conser-
vation of recreational areas, and
before we can hope for conserva-
tion public opinipon must be shaped.
1n other words a program of educa-
tlon must be launched,
Endeavors for, and by, the parks,
then, may be concisely listed in the

following order:
;. Hduoation
8,

If we analyze ideals and desires
régarding a MNatlonal program of
general conservation outside of MNa-
tlonal Parks, we arrive at the same
seguence of endeavors. Accepting
conservation ag meaning the great-
est permanent use of any area or
respurce, we find that a program
of preservation must necessarily
CATTY & campai of education at
ita head; education, first of all, to
the end that proper legisiation may
be effected, and then having ob-
tained the desired laws, it is necea-
gary to educate the people to an
appreciation of why the laws shouild
be chserved.

Here is the opportunity for Na-
tional Parka,

Thres Million Visitors

About thres million people wvisit
our national parks annually. Where,
in our land, is it possible to reach
great numbers of eitizens with a
meszage of conservation at a time
when they are in a more receptive
mood T

It is hardly neceasary to go Into
detail az to how the educationszl
department of a national park "puts
aver” its message of conservation,
Summer programs of trips afield
and public lectures for park visi-
tors, as well as year-round park
museum work. are well known, Per-
hapsa it will be of interest to Indi-
cate briefly 2 few specific instances
of introduction of pertinent con-
?iarvatfnn meszages into our activi-

a8,

Yogemite Museum Features

When the Yosemite Museum was
in the building, an Oakland taxi-
dermist  Gus Nordguest, wveolun-
teered to install a coyolte habitat
group as & part of the natural his-
tory exhibit. Needless to =ay, his
offer was accepted, with the result
that a very effective and compelling
exhibit greets visitors as they enter
the natursal history room. In this
ingtance, the coyole is having dif-
fioulties with a slunk, and it Is
maldom, Indeed, that a visitor re-

aists hin impulse to read the large,
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clearlty lettered labels thal form
a part of the case front, In addi-
tion to giving interesting and amus-
ing Information on the unsavory
skunk we have taken occasion to
put in a good word for the coyvote.

Need for Study

There ls a growing feeling that
the scientific, education, and eco-
nomic wvalue of predators iz not
properly represented by the exist-
ing policy of extermination, Viewed
from the broadest standpoint of the
public, It is our duty to conserve
predatory animalz in national parks,
and, where possible, to point out
to visitors the need for studies upon
which acceptable predatory animal
policies may be formulated for the
country as a whole.

The Yosemite Museum covote ex-
hibit ia a step in this direction, and
I venture to guess that thousands
of eitizens have caught their first
word of the predatory animal prob-
lem from it,

Many Museum Visitors

No less than 300000 people en-
tered the Yosemite Museum during
1828, Omly the smaller part of
these visitors made an attempt to
study earefully labels and displays,
but practically every one of tham
seized upon certain outstanding fea-
tures that have dramatic appeal,
We have centered upon these pop-
ular exhibits in spreading our mes-
sage of the need for conservation.

Through the co-operation of the
Farestiry School of the University
of California, we have come into
posses=ion of a most

by the trunk of a Madrone tree.
The growth of the tree had taken

place in such a way as to cauge
the huge antlers to protrude evenly
from either aide of the trunk, The

skull ftself |z deeply imbedded
within the heart wood, and only
where the tree has been sectioned
can it be seen, We have exhibited
the specimen conspicucusly and

needless to zay, so spectacular a @

freak arrests the attention of every
vigitor. We have felt that to ex-
hihit freaks s, ordinarily, bad poli-
ey, but eertainly here ia an exoep-
tion.

Exhibits Atiract Attention

Having arcused the visitor's curi-
oaity, we are assured of our label

remarkablel
el shull that had been overgrown

z_';i'l'uht NUTES

being read. In thls case we have
put in a plea for the preservatien
of the disappeacing race of Califor-
nia Valley Elk. This notable mam

mal is limited to California, and I.tv\
disappearance would be a |oss

which future generations would re-
gret, if we do not. Now the last
remnant of the once encrmous elk
herds of the San Joagquin and Sac-
ramento Valleys iz threatened with
extermination.

On lands in Kern county belong-
ing to Miller and Lux & few hun-
dreds of the beasts still run at
large under conditions wvery near
thoze that existed before Califor-
nia valleys were densely populated
by white men The Miller and Lux
lands are 1o be broken up into
ranches and sold, which will mean
the elimination of the elk range

The California Academy of Sei-
ences has been active in attempt
ing to guarantee the future exist-
ence of the elk herd, but no rellef
from the threaténed danger has
been found, The Yosemite Muse-
um label that accompanies the im-
bedded elk skull explains the pres-
ent circumstances and makes a ples
for the preservation of the interest-
ing anlmals, It is pusaible that some
one of the thouzands who read the
story may take [t upon himself to
lend aid,

Bear Season Opened

To the great grief of nature low-
ers, California has recently removed
all protection from  black bears
Callfornla the Bear State! The
famous California Grizzly, for
which the stale was named, has
been killed, to the last animal, and
now official sanction has been given

to the destruction of the one re-
-maining repregentative of the ganus
for which Lhe atate was pamed
- Those of us who are familiar wit:
. bears know, of course, that nc
ccharge warranting such deastructioc
can justly be placed against them
| A half millien people now enter
IYosemite each year, and a great
preponderance of them are Califor-
Jnians, The Yosemite Educational

" Department during the past sum-

ar made every effart to acguaint
these vigitors with the facts re-
‘garding this slaughter of Califor-
nia's most interesting animal, Our
work of 192F will be dedicated to
bringing about the slimination of



unfortunate law from the Cali-
statutes.

of attack are several. A
rent, ecolored picture, de-
E the shooting of a female
and her two cubs, is exihibited
, the museum I attracts consid-
le attention and arouses com-
~ment. The label accompanying it
| explaing the threatenmed extermina-
tion of bears In California and
makes a plea for public action in
changing the bear laws.

Large Lecturs Aundiences

Evening lectures given by mem-
bers of our educational staff at
Yosemite resorts reach as many a8
3000 citizens in one gatharing, Fre-
guently these lectures periain to
the life history of hears. Probably
nothing in the experience of Yoge-
mite wisltors leaves a more lasi-
ing impression than does the thrill

of encountering bears along the
tralls and roads, It is, then, an
easy undertaking to arouse the

sympdthy of an audlence when a
hear walk is given

Comments made by listeners dur-
Ing the talk and afterward are in-
variably heartening te the lecturer
and are good evidence that an en-
lightened public will not tolerate
the slaughter of bears by a few
zelfigh, would-be sportsmen and
stock. growers

COur most fertile field for the dis-
semination of information on the
California bear legislation is the
popular bear-feeding platform. v
ery night In the week throughout
the busy travel months hundreds
journey to & point on the Merced
River where bears are fed under
the glare of powerful lights.

Parking space has been provided,
and visitors arrive in thelr own
cars or ride in one of the fleet of
big stages cperated by a transpor-
tation company. These stages as-
semble wisitoras from the several
resorts and are accompanied by a
lecturing gulde.

When the crowd has gathered
along one bank of the river a sig-
nal is given and a flood of light
reveals a natural amphitheatre in
the forest of the opposite shore.
An attendant steps from the gloom
about the lighted ares and dumps
bucketz of choice kitchen seraps
cnto a platform of planks, Ewven

| [ . .
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hbefore he can withdraw & dozen
bears, great and amall, lumber into
the light and produce a most in-
teresting spectacle of antica, brawls
and drollery.

During thiz performance o lec-
turer tells of bear habits, not fail-
ing to mention the danger that at-
tends feeding the beasts from the
hand. Here iz & most excellent
opportunity to spread the word of
the unwise bear law and to develop
the public support necessary to re-
instate thiz animal among the pro-
tected mammals of California.

Bird Banding Stories

The story of bird-banding finds
a place in our evening lectures and
on fleld trips. By informing park
visitors of the organlzed attempts
to trace bird migration, we hope
to- aszist in preparing individuals
to co-operate when & banded bird
comes into their hands or when
other opportunities arise.

Stream pollution and its deadly
effects are explained to thousands
wha would not, elsewhere, even hear
of it. The importance of game
refuges iz stressed constantly, For-
gat fire prevention can, of course,
fit into our program very naturally,
and no opportunity is lost in pre-
genting it  Information on insect
depredations In forests and how
they are controlled iz emphasized in
musenm exihibits and in Mustrated
lectures.

Reforestation and the relation of
wild life to forests is not neglected.
The presence of great numbers of
mule deer In Yosemite makes |t

ozsible to interest many visitors
n the present status of the animal
and offers a means of approach in
gdvocating wild life sanctuaries.
Park visitors come in contact with
more than a8 few fur-bearing ani-
‘mals, or the tracks they leave, and
our ranger-naturalists thus find
opportunity to drive home the plea
for proper conservation of fur-
bearers. In that connection, we
never fail to dwell upon the necessi-
ty for complete protection of fisher,
marten, and wolverine in California,
and the great loss constituted by
the removal of protection on Cali-
fornia beaver.

One of the most noted of our
museum exhibits iz a fifteen-pound
European trout taken from the
Merced River. It happens that this
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preserved specimen s not exhibited
conspicucusly, and this fact has
brought to our atiention the in-
terest manifested in it. Hundreds

of people who have heard of the
exisgtence of the fish from other
visitors approach museum attend-
ants to ask where It may be seen.

In connection with the wnusual
fish we exploin the undersitability
of introducing non-native species
of fish and other life to national
parka. While visitors are marveling
al the greal gize of the trout, we
aleo take opportunity to tell of our
fizhing regulationz and the peces-
sity of observing fishing laws in
general,

In the fisld-trip work we oocca-
sionally come upon trees which visi-
tors have mutilated with carving.
These instances are rare, £or regu-
lations pertaining to defacement of
patural objects are strictly enforced.
I have in mind one instance of an
Oakland man leaving hiz name and
address in ten-inch black letters on
a boulder the size of a cabin, He
was traced and finally located, not
in Oakland, but in a remote city,
and forced to return to eradicate
his smirth.

Certaln trees, our huge Western
Yellow Pine of eight feet diameter
in particular, have been subjected
to the mania of individuals to carve
initiala.  When & nature guide
brings a party of vistors to such
evidence of human thoughtlessneas,
the time is ripe for a lecture on
“Outdomr Good Manners,"

And, finally, these multifarious
lessons in  conservation that are
given In scattering doses to hun-
dreds of thousands are all gathered
in organized form and ensrgeti-
cally presented to members of the
Yosemite School of Field Natural
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Through the Yosemite Natural
Hiztory Association, which is g0
clozely affiliated with the Yozemite
Educational Department as to be
a part of i, we are co-operating
with the American Forestry Asso-
ciation, the American Nature As-
sociation, and the National Parks
Aszsociation We lend our aid in
securing members for two of these
organizationz and dispense litera-
ture on conservation which they
provide.

"Yosemite Nature Notes" pub-
lished with the aid of the loeal as-
sociation, carries on when our sum-
mer work terminates.

Through it our message reaches
some 400 readers, and contact is
made with other organizations,
The accomplishments of so0 small
an organization az the Yogemite
Matural History Association may
appear unimportant, but Itz exist-
ence has added to the parmanency
and breadth of our work, to say
nothing of the considerable finan-
cial aid lent to all of our projects.

It geems apportune to introduce
here a subject which has not wvet
their congressmen., Nature guide
activitiez bul, nevertheless, is es-
sential to substantial suceess of ed-
ucational work in  the national
parka In those parks in which
‘popular educational programe are
now malntained =ufficient study of
the local natural history has been
made to form a bagis upon which
to build  In the mafority of parks,
however, studies of the native
plant and animal forms have not
heen made, Befentific problems of
wild life maintenance and admini-
stration continually arise, and well-
defined policies  regarding these
- matters are essential to successful
pracedure,

. Mothing short of thoerough ecolog-

History The National Park Berv- jcal study will develop such poli-

ice Iz conducting a well-organized
course of instruction for college
people, and for seven weeks each
zummer twenty men and women
receive intensive training In fleld
nature study and convervation,

cies, and 1t is apparent that techni-
val research workers must be added
to the preesnt staff of naturalists
ho digseminate information in the
ational parka. The first step in
_this direction will be made in 1920

These fwenty Individuals are, for{when. through the co-operation of

the most part teachers of blologi-
cal subjects, and they go back to
their twenty communities prepared
to carry our message to citlzens
who may npever participate in the
educational activities offered to the
general public within Yosemlite.

i philanthropic naturalist, & com-
prehensive survey of preszing needs
will be launched,

In summarizing this account of
oppartunities for the conservation-
gt within national parks, the fol-
lowing polnts embody the issue:
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snal econservation program  de-
@z upon aroused public interest
im the necesszity for conservation.

he educational departments of na-
! tlomal parks are in & posgition to
make an

important contribution
toward arousing such public in-
terest.

2. National parks, themselves, are
not yvet free from attacks from var-
ious selfish interests, The issues in-
volved must be made clear to citi-
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A, The ultimate success of a na- zens who, In turn, may infloence

their Congressmen. Nature gulde
work In national parks affords op-
portunity to eduate great numbers
of citizens in these matters.

3. To prepare a thorough founda-
tion for populnr educational work
and for wise administration of wild
life in national parks, it is desirable
that full-time research workers be
included in Mational Park Service
personnel.

S
WHAT INFLUENCES MAKE FOR LATE SEASONS?

The weather iz always a legiti-
maztz topic with which to open a
convergation ‘This being this Na-
fure (Guide's first note for the pres-

cent season, perhaps he will be =zafe

in making a beginning by talking
about the weather, The Nature
Lruide writing this has been in
Yosemite this season only a few
dayz, but he has been Impreased
with the notion that the season was

later this year than in former
years, when he bhas reached Yose-
mite about the same time. The

irizes in Bridal Veil and El Capi-
tan meadows have usually been
through blooming, while this year
they are in their prime. On the
ledge of the north wall of the val-
ley, just back of Yosemite museum,
this morning (June 12) the writer
found eoiled fern fronds where last
yvear they were entirely unfolded,
and the buds of stream orchis were
Just an inch or two above the
ground, where last year they ware
much more developed.

MNow here lg where the weather
comes. in. The Nature Gulde won-

dered If the weather had anything
to do with his observations, so he
obtained the we-ther reports from

‘the chlef ranper's office, and this

'ia what he found. The mean tem-
perature for April, 1928, was 4558
degrees, while for the same month
in 1828 it was G188 degrees. In
May, 1828, it was 6155 degrees,
while for May, 1828, it was 5849 de-
grees. That s, the average tem
perature for April thiz year was
0.30 degrees lower than during Ap-
ril, 1928, and for May, 1929, 210 de-
grees lower than for May, 1928 He
also found that in April, 1928 the
precipitation was 3.07 inches and in
May, 118, while for the same
months of 1928 it was 444 inches
and .57 inches, respectively. Part
of this precipitation in April, 1929,
was snow. Twenty inchez fell. For
these two monthe then, 501 jnches
‘of precipitation fell In 1929 =8
against £.20 llnches in 1828, Perhaps
then, the cooler, wetter season of
1929 may account for the nature
‘Buide's observation.
M. B. NICHOLS

INCENSE CEDAR TENACIOUS DOF LIFE

At the lower end of Yosemite
Valley =ztands a tall Incense Cedar,
now dead,
some vandal! stripped all the bark
from its base for a distance of
four feet above the ground, en-
tirely girding the living tres. In-
astead of giving up as a result of
the treatment, usaally fztzl, this
Incense Cedar continued to live.

The eambiun continued to grow
beneath the bark szbove the Injured
trunk so that now the wood of the;
tree {8 larger in girth by more t.hanj

About ten years ago’

a half Inch above the girdle than
at the area eiripped of bark. Hx-
amination showed zix annull ndi-
cating that the tree remained alive
and grew for at least six years sue-
‘ceeding the girdling.

The tree slowly died over this
period of years maintaining foilage
longest at the growing top. Though
impalred, this Imcense Cedar sue-
ceadead in carrving on life functions
for a long period after maltreat-
ment which normally kills a tree.—
H. . BRYANT.
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PREDACIOUS PINE 83QUIRRELS

On the morning of May 28 the
distracted erying of a female black-
headed grosheak sattracted me to
her nest site in a clump of western
choke-cherry. LUpon arriving under
the nest, which was about seven
feet from the ground, I found it
oecupied by a Sierra chickaree or
red sguirrel.

He was perched on the edge af
the lopsely constructed nest and in
hiz fore-paws he held an egg from
which one end waz eaten. A well
developed embrye grosbeak pro-
jected from this broken end and
the squirrel was devouring it with
avidity. The tortured mother flut-
tered about In branches, but & few
Inehes above the robber's head,

Bold Marsuder i}

He held his position unaffected
by her frantic rushes and my pres-
ence, but a few feel from him, dis-
turbed him not at all. It was not
unttl I threatened him with my hat
that he leaped from the nest. In
doing s0 he unseated the frail
structure and from it dropped two
egpz which had not yet been broken
by the rodent's teeth.

Oecurrences of such depredations
by chickarees are nol uncommon
and the incressed numbers of the
little sguirrels in Yoszemiie wvalley

leads one to wonfer how serious a
nienace they may become to the
nesting birds of the valley.

C. P, RUSSELL.

o L

BRAVE MOTHERS

Early this apring & pair of west-
ern robing bulit their nest in a
small chokecherry bush in the
open. Shortly thereafter it was de-
uued to buau » garage in Lhe puace
where that bush stood. Bome con-
saitations were held as to the ad-
visability of mov.ng the busa aad
tlee nest and the poobubility uf tae
robin following.

It was recommended that the
nest be undisturbed uatil after the
egis had hatched, but it was soon
geen that the garage could be built
zll about the bush in which the
nest stood without disutrbange. Day
after day the robin sat patiently on
her eggs in spite of the constant
moving of lumber and the hammeér-
ing and the sawing on all sides and
above her.

A Tew days ago the eggs hatched
and the young began to be fed. No
abnormality in feeding habitz nor
any particular fright has been no-

ticed, but the robin seems to prefer

to stay near the nest while the car-
penters are at work and only when
they are guieter or away from work
does she feed her young

Jay 1s Dnafraid

At Camp Clrry a blue-fronted
jay built its nest In a small fir
within 10 feet of the new dining
room, During the time she has
been incubating her eggs a pergola
haa been built just at the side of
the tree, but she has steadfastly
stayed on her eggs. Even the large
number of vizitors who pass daily
and who stop to watch her as she
gits, many of them even stroking
her back, has not sufficed to induce
her to leave.

Another robin has taken her
nosting site just against the dining
room wall a=d recolves her large
quota of visitors daily, but remains
patiently on the eggs until they
hatch.

RALFPH TEALL.






