DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
Pﬂ'_v‘ L-}'rrri!r]_ W||!:|u'!‘ Suc'rm.-pr}-
NATIONAL Pari SERVICE
Horace M .ﬂ.'brh]-ht: Director

Vel IX



YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

Tue PusLicaTion Or
Tre Yosemite EbpucatioNal DEPARTMENT
Published Monthly

Volume [X

Novemtber 1930

MNumber 11

Are the Gray Squirrels Coming Back?
Ranger Naturalist Enid Micha#l

On the morning of October 10
while out for my daily walk, my al-
tention was attracted by the an-
usual behavior of & oumber of Cal-
ivornla woodpeckers, They were
making 8 greal fuss and 1 eould
t=l! by the tone of their voices that
they were roviling some coemy.
The woodpeckers were gathered in
a certain cak in the grove near the
Awahnee gate, Birds were flying
about In the crown of the tree and
ag | approached 1 reallzed thal a
number of blue-fronted jays had
jolned forces with the woodpeckers
and were adding their voices to Lhe
din. My first thought was that the
birds were inobbing an owl. Not the
pEmy owl, however, for I koow
that the pigmies and the Califoronm
woodpeckers are on good terms It
rmust be, thought T, one of the
larger owls, or a weasel. When
clese enough Lo locate the center of
concern it was not long before |
apied the ohjeet thal was the cause
of all the commotion. Much to my
surprise the enemy turned oul fo
be a beautiful gray sguirrel. Gray
aguirrels are not popular with Cal-
ifornia woodpeckers because af
their habit of raiding the wood-
pecker's winter supply of acorns
The squirrel was crouching on a
limb with his back against the main
trunk. He was securely settled and
might have been enjoving the
morning sunshine but for his tor-
mentors. However, under the bar
rage of curses he remained undis
turbed and sat motionless with his

plumted tail curled over his back,

Ten years ago it was estimated
that there were T0 gray squirrels
to the sguare mile on the floor of
Yosemite Valley. Then came disease
and the agulrrels died off to the
very last one. While no gray squir-
rels were seen on the floor of the
valley for several years there wuas
still the hope that thare was enough
seed left in other districts to even-
tually repopulate the walley. Of re-
cent years gray squirrels have been
oecasfonally geen along the high-
way leading into the walley, and
now comes afler many years this
record of a fine bhig fellow at the
upper end of the vallay.  And ao,
there is still hope that these beau-
tiful animels will again End charm
ta the landscape of Yosemite,

An interesting feature in connec-
tion with the dving off of the grav
sguirrels was the fact that the [ol-
lowing year the little Tamrac squir-
rel, or Sferra chickaree, began 1o
appear in the wvalley. Year after
vear the echicharees Increased in
numbers and now they are commaon
in all sections of the valley. It zeems
odd that these two species of sguili-
rel could not live peaceahbly together
as there iz no greal conflict be-
tween them in regard to forage hah
fta. During the winter months the
chickaree lives salmost exclusively
on pine nots, while the sguirrel pre.
fers acorng and pepper-nuts. Should
the gray sguirrels come back it will
be Interesting to see whal happeos
to the chickaress,
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A FIERCE TRAPPER OF INSECTS

George Crowe, Assistant Park Naturalist.

“Doodle bug! Doodle bug!™ Just
the name caused many vizitors to
smile, while out on our nature walks
about Yogemite valley thiz summer

To some folks it sounded like @
joke; 1o others it brought back
memories of childhood days when
they used to lie on their stomachs
in the woods and eall the doodle
bugs out of their little gandy pits.

The doubters were never fully
satisfied until the ranger-naturalist

1 5
EHDH-IHEWCIH OF ™T WiTH LARWEE AND-ANT

had captufed a specimen of this
weird looking creature, more gen-
erally called an ant lion.

Watching one back under a small
mound of sand, while held in the
palm of the hand, or witnessing the
tragic end of a poor ant as he dis-
appearad in the clutch of the ant
lion at the bottom of one of the it
tle pits, demonstrated that doodle
bugs are active members of the life
of the forests

Hundreds of the llttle conical pita
or traps were In evidence in the
fine soil about the yellow pines or
in the dust along the edge of the
trails. Some were found above the
To)-foot elevation, The largest were

The gorgesus autumn colors mostly reds
and yellows, will soon be gone.

about two inches in diameter.

Late in the summer many col-
oniea of tiny pits were #een, all
within a radius of one or two feet.
The freshly hatched larvae dig their
pits immediately. They are formed
by throwing the sand with a vie-
lent backward flip of the head,
while the larvae back arcund the
cirewmference of the pit-as it deep-
uns and tapera to 8 point,

These fierce [ittle miners also
throw the sand Lo confuse and
knock down their wvictime strog-
gling on the steep slopes of the pit
in a desperate effort to escape the
clutches of the cruel jaws at the
baottom,

The mature insect would never
be suspected of having sprung from
the ugly, cruel larvae, for their
froil bodies are adorned with del
cale, many-veined wings, and they
spend litlle time on the wing,

Another gpecies, Vermileo opacus,
is found in the Yosemite region
from G000 to 2000 feet in elevation.
'fhw are especially poticeabie
about Sentinel Dome and Mount
Hoffmat, Their pita have more ver-
tical walls.

This fiy larvae is of particular
interest becauss of the fact that al-
though =0 different in structure,
the insect has adapted itself to ex-
actly the same habits a5 the ant
lion, It is diffieult to locate this
larvae, as they assume a most curi-
oue hook-like aftitude and are yel-
lowigh, stick-like individuals.

The “doodle bugs"” are much eas-
fer to find and will always prove
of Interest to the visitors in Yosem-
ite Valley.

An azalea bushat the Museum just sto-
ryed blooming time this yeur.
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MANY DEER IN SEPTEMBER

By Enid Michael, Raager-Naturalist

During  the last week of the
month there wag a noticable in-
crease of deer on the floor of the
valley, Among the new comers
were many grand bucks, some with
=till the tawny srj:mmar coals, and
others garbed In the slesk “blue”
winter pelage. At this time of year
deer are often seen munching
acorng under the Kellogg caks. And
by the way, the Kellogg oaks pro-
duced a fairly good crop of acorns
On the other hand the Chrysolepis
oaks produced practically no acorns
at all., While arme of the buchks
still have antlers in wvelvel others
have bhard and polished aotlers
that are to cam:¥ them thro the
rutting =zeason, The first indleation
of the approach of the rutting sen-
gon, was noted September 23 On
this date 8 domen bucks of various
sizes were Zeen in mad pursuit of
an  attractive doe. Although the
bucks appeared pgreatly execited
there were none among the band
with zwollen necks and the bleary

eyes that come with the rutting sea-
sOT.

HORNETS WAR ON YELLOW JACKETS

. € Presnall, Assistant Pack Natoralist

In the autumn yellow jackets are
a troublesome pest around camps,
but Ranget Jack Moody has found
#h easy way to exterminate them-
just find a nest of hornets, bring
them in and she them onto the yel-
low jackets,

HRanger Moody réports that wel-
Llow jackets have been very bad at
the Buck Camp outpost station, Re-
cently, however, same white-faced
hornets (Vespula [nfernalls)  have

R, #: roet

juchket through the air, pounce upon
it suddenly, cut off its head, and
carry awdgy the body, Moody saw
many vellow jackets meet the.r
fate In a similar manner, and waas
even zhble to distinguish the move-
ment of the hornets’ mandibles In
biting—off the heads of the yellow
jackets.

Why the hornets were doing this,
or what use they wers making of
the headless bodies is not known;

.hu!; Jack knows the yellow jackets

pring, B0 he ls strong

et =i
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EXCEPTIONAL SPECIMENS

MOUNTAIN HEMLOCHKS

By Assistant Park Naturalist
. C. Preanall

The moeuntain hemlock

and admired by all Sierra
taineers, but most of us think of i

iz known

moun-

e

as & slender, graceful

littla

Lrie,

possessing none of the massive gize

and rugged gualities

EEED

in =0

many of the conifers. [t does, how-
ever, aitain large size In certain
potected locations, 1 chanced to
find such a favorable spat one July
day while clambering around the
ilanks of Tenays Peah.

The descent of 4 wvery steep
coulior on the north face of the
mountain brooght me into a level
rock rimmed basin embracing per
haps three acres of alpine mesdow
doited with hemlocks (Taugas Mer-
tensisnal. These trees attracted me
by their unuswal =ize, several hav-
ing a diameter of over four leet,
and oll exhibiting the heavy, balg
atreppth sually asssccisfed  with
sugar pines. The largest one meas-
ured 19 feel in clreumfersnce four
feet above the base. The mesdow
where It grows Ig about 9400 feet
mbhove sen jevel

Tt is interesting to note that John
Mulr bas recorded an even larger
mounlain nemlogk: “The very larg
eat specimen [ ever found was 18
feet, seven Inches In circumference
four feet from the ground, growlng
on the edge of Lake Hollow, &t an
olevation of B350 feet above the
level of the sea.”™

Flight of fowl apd hebitude,
O the bonants of the wood;

How the sortoise bears his shell,

Hygw the woodchock digs his oell

And the geound mole zinke hl= well;
=

| How tho pobin feeds hep young,

Hopw the arfole's ﬂE‘!t la hung,"

=TWhittier
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i MOUNTAIN TRAGEDY

E.. H. Rose, Ranger - Naturalist

One afternoon #n early June,
near the Glacier _-?gtrint Mountain
House, an HBUEUEIE' opportunity to
observe the mountain weasel (Mus-
tela arizonensis) psented itself.

The usual early afterncon quietness
was interrupted by cries of alarm
of the little golden mantled ground
squirrels. Looking dn the direction
of commotion, we Saw as many as
a half dozen squirrels, perched lke
pleket pins, leoking about uttering
excited cries while a little farther
down slope another was running
for ite life from & mountain wensel,
Seeing the predicament of ita fel-
low clansman, s second sguirrel
gave chaze to the weasel until the
latter pounced upon the neck of ita
prey. With =a viclous thrust the
weasel's teeth pierced the skull of
its victim just behind the ears, The
little fellow that was giving chasa
to the intruder became frightened,
and with all his fellows scurried to
safely.

We moved closer to get a better
view. The weasel resented the in-
trusion by climbing a little fir tree,
leaving his prize on the ground. The
lithe little animal looked much like
a “vest pocket edition™ of the moun-
tain llon as it stood a short dis-
tance from the body of the tree
upon a low limb, licking ita chops.
The coloration was a uniform shade
of brown on its upper side and =
rich, ereamy vellow below, Its body
was about eight or nine inches In
length and Its tall about five inchea,
Its slender body and small head
enagle it to go into the burrows of
ground squirrala other mmall

The mountain weasel ia favored
by nature in many ways. It i5 ex-
eeptionally lithe and strong of body
During the summer months its
characteristic color is a dull brown

on top, which blends wvery effec-
tively against the drab forest floor.
and cream colored below, Dwuring
the winter months the brown and
cream colored fur is replaced by &
white coat, which adapts the animal
to the white snow background,
Thus, the mountain weasel I8 adapt-
ed to moving uncbserved In his en-
vironment in both summer and
winter.

The weasel i3 very bloodthirsty.
Thiz seems to be realized by the
smaller burrowing anlmals and the
birds, for the presence of this arch
senemy is immediately announced
by eries from these little denizens,
The weasel makes his home in rock
pllea, decayed logs, or abocut build-
Ings. His slender body , agility,
strength, -and adeptness at climb-
ing trees, give him a wide varioty
of bird and mammal life upon
which to pray.

After observing the crafty little
animal on the limb of the fir tree
for about ten minotes we withdrew
g little farther away. With seem-
ing fearleszness he came down the
tree, picked up his gelden mantled
prigs, and ran to hiz den among
the rocks more than fifty yards
away. A full grown weasel welghs
between soven and twelve ounces,
A full grown golden mantled ground
eguirrel weighs between five and
aight ounces, It was anstonishing to

mos how easily the wessel carcied

, welghing two-thirds his
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own welght, to his den. The blue
jays fussed vociferously, sweeping
down several times flogging and
pecking at the head of the wiry In-
truder, forcing him to drop his bur-

den to protect himself, ¥Yet the
cunning and bloodthirety little ani-
amal spon succeeded in reaching hid

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

home among the rocks, taking his
game with him, Shortly the excited
jays guieted down, thus dropping
the curtain signifving the end of
one of MNature's tragedies that be-
fall many of her citizens of every
clan from the largest and most
powerful down to the smallest and
most Insigaificant.

RECENT MUSEUM ACCESSIONS

Through the generosity of Mrs
H. E. Brownell of San Francisou
two collectiong of wvery rare pie
tures have been added to our
muzeum. Eighteen picturss Txl0W
inches logether with sectlon seven
of "Picturesque California and the
Region West of the Raocky Moun
tains," edited by John Muir, and 3
set of 28 photographs 17221% i
chesz taken by Eadward Muyhridge
in 1871, Thia &al ia in especially
good condition because it has al
wave been kept in a mahogany di=
play case which Mrs. Brownell also
donated to the musewm.

Through the courtesy of assis-
tant to the superintesdent, Jameds
V. Llovd, an enlargement of =
photograph of Dirsctor Albright
was prezented to the museum.

J. E, Patterson of Pinehurs
Ore, presented four sterecgraphs
taken during the early dayz of Yo
gemite,

Charles Francis BSaunders pre
eented 2 copy of his newest book,
"Finding the Worthwhile in Cab-
fornia,” which is juast off the press
HUTCHINGS MEMENTOES

Mre. M, W, Walkington of Lon
don, England, a daughter of Mr. 1
M. Hutehings of early-day Yosemite
fame, presented a number of eariv
Yosemite recorda and reporis
among which I list the following

Bi-ennial reports of the commlis-
sloners that managed the Yosemiis

Valley and Mariposa Grove of Big
Treas for the years 1530, 1882 1883
1384, 1885, 1856, 1887, 1888, 1861, 158,
1865, 1806, 1807 and 1BS8.

Seven copies of "Procesdings of
the Bociety of California Piloneers’
for the years 1893, 1884 1895 and
1808,

A description and guide for the
Calaverss Cave, printed in  early
days,

A tourist pulde fo the Yosemile
Valley published in 1877, written by
Mr, Hutchings; alzo some early
letters and photographs of Mr
Hutehings, recalling the time when
he wag guardian of Yosemite,

C. W. Mitchell of the Whitlock
Mining Company presented a gold
guartz specimen mined near Mari
poza in the Spread Hagle mine this
year, containing $18 worth of gold
in a T.1-ounce specimen. This quartz
is mow on display in a gpecial ex-
hibit in our histery room,

John Wegner of Yosemite pra
sented one-gquarter ounce of plaoer
gold which he took from the Mer
ced river rock and gravel at Baghy
recently. This gold is also on ex-
hibit in our history room.

Paul Fastman Richards, 8 mem-
ber of the 1830 class, Yoremite
School of Field Naturanl History,
presented us with two electric ques.
tioners which will be used to stim-
ulate interest in our animal exhibit
room.
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BIRD REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER

ENID MICHAEL
During the mofith of September
normal  weather  prevailed in Yoo
semlte Valley-- thnt ig to say the
weathar was mnsﬂ:.r fair, with few
showers and no¢ freezing nights
Early in the month there were oc-
casional threatening skies, but no
rain actually came until the 24th of
the menth. Then came agnin a
streich of fair weather, but the
month came (o a close with 48
hiours of almost steady rain, 8 raln
which revived Yogemite Falls.

-

—

Blue-frogted Jay

As the month drew to & close the
first spargles of avtumn color be
gan to appear in the exotlc trees
along the vilage street. High on the
cliffs the maples were beginning to
show faictly golden and In the for
est  dogwood flaghed oceasional
sprays of flery color.

The end of the month found the
bird populatien of the wvelley al a
very low chbb. Never Jduring the
last 10 wers wole birds guite so
eearce  during the September
month. This condition, however,
was to be expected as the bird
population wnos for below normal
during ' and summer

the most common
and the only bird

Ranger-Maturalist

bers comparable with other years

With the Ahwahnee  Hotel
grounds securely fenced against the
deer, and with wild flowers coming
back to this coction, we find con-
ditions within the encloaure favor
#able to certain kinds of birds. Here
we find hummingbirds, goldfinches,
and several kinds of sparrows. In
fact during this month the Ahwah-
nee grounds were the most “birdie”
section of the valley.
EBIRDS NOTED

Greal Blue Heron—The great blue
was the only one secn on Seplem-
ber &, although fresh tracks were
seen on later oceaslons.

Band-tailed Pigeon—A small flock
of & dozen birds was probably pres
ent throughout the month, The
larger flocks of other yveara were
mizsing.

Mourning Dove—A lone bird seen
September 29,

Cooper Hawk—Three blrds were
seen on September 28,

row Hawk—Rare. Lone birds
ol R

On | llll‘. night nf
there was a serenads.

Pigmy Owl—A lone bird se=n
September 24,

Bolted Kingfizhor--No change in
status, Always to be found in the
ranal haunta.

[la'ry Woodpecker—Probably a
fow birda present throughout ihe
rmonth. as we could always find a
bird or two in certain ecottonwood
groves,

Willow Woodpecker—No doub! a
fow present throughout the month,

White-headed Woodpecker — A
lome bird frequently noted about the
mouth of Indian Canyon.

Red-breasted Sapsucker— A lone
bird noted in the apple orchard.
No doubt thizs bird was present for
o numbar of days, as his workings
t.hnrlr were quite extensive,
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California Woodpecker--Commun
in the Kellogg oak groves on the
north side of the valley, but thare
was a noticeable decrease in num
bers toward the end of the month.

Red-shafted  Flicker — Several
birds likely to be moted on an
hour's walk,

White-throated Swift—Three bhirds
seen Beptember 24,

Anna Hummingbird—A lone male
noted September 1 and 2.

. (itiepe
et -
Calliope Hummingbird—F o u r
birds present in the Ahwahnee
primrose garden during the
waeelk of the month.
Black Phoebe—A single bird not-
ed on three different occasions.

Wood Pewee— A single bird nousd
Beptember 24,

Traill Flycatcher—A single bird
noted September 25

Blue-fronted Jay—The most com-
mon bird of the month. No appar-
ent decreage in numbers,

Meadowlark—A ione bird
24,

Evening Grosbreak LIT
on the first day of the month; afier
thiz date only scattered pairs

Green-backed Goldfinch -A flock
of at lemst 25 birds probably pres-
wub throughout the month, Always
Lo be found in the primrose garden
in the Ahwahnee grounds,

White-crowned Sparrow-—A small
band presenl in the primrose ger
den from September 24 until aha
of month. Individua!s oceasionally
noted elsswhare,

Chipping Sparrow—Lone
noted September 3 and 5.

Slerra Juneo—Not numarois, but
gresent daily. No large flocks,

Hong Sparrow—A lone bird noted
September 24,

Lincoln  Sparrow —Three
geen September 256 and 27,

Bacramento Towhee —~Rare. Lone
hirds noted on four occasions.

Inntl

noted

iz dx

birds
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Green-tailed Towhee—A lone bird
was seen in the primrose garden
September 1 and 3.

Black-headed Grosbeak—A lone
male bird waa frequently seen at
the mouth of Indian Canyon, Not
otherwise noted.

Wabbling Vireo—A lone bird seen
on Soptember B

Cassin Vireo—Rather common whe
firat five days of the month, and
song heard dally until the fifth

Hutton Vireo—A pair noted
Beptember 27,

Yellow Warhler—A pair of thess
birds seen September 27T,

Auvdubon Warbler—Began to sp-
pear early in the month, Fairly

an

common the last week in  the
maonth.
Hermit Warbler—A  handsome

meale bird seen with a flock of Gu-
den-crowned Hinglets on Septein-
ber 27

Water Ouzel—Back on the muin
viver the last weelk of the maonth.
Three birds noted along a mile of
river, A bird in full song Scptom-
bey 28,

Wnaberry T

Wesgtern Tanager—A male berd
noted September 1 and 3.

Canyon Wren—Rare, bul indivi
dusals always to be found in cortoia
talus slopes.

Sierra Creepor—Rather common
Likely to be found in any section of
the valley,

Fed-breasted WNuthateh — Rare
Lone birds oceoasionally seen,

Mountain Chicades—No  doubt
present daily, More numerous the
Iasl week of the month.

Golden-crowned Kinglet—A flock
of six or eight birds twice ooted
during the last week of the mon.h

Western Hobin—-Rare, but no
doubt a few birds present throogls
out the month.
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