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Albright’s Efforts Save Yosemite Timber

By JAMES V. LLOYD
Assistant Superintendent Yosemite National Park

YOSEMITE, June 21.—With the
payment of 528388515 to private
Interests recently by John D. Rock-
efeller Jr. and th: United States,
12,000 acres of the finest yellow and
gugar pine forests in the Weat
passed to government control and
became an important part of Yoo
gemite Matwonal Park, located on
California’s eastern boundary, This
transaction marked the largest ain-
gle purchase ever made In connec
tion with a national park. It saved
the Tuolumne and Merced groves
of Big Trees from an ignominious
isolation, certain to follow with the
threatened cutting of the nearby
forest lands. The purchase of the
12,008 acres brought to an end a
proiracted fight to preserve the
Yosemite timber.

Imrector Horace M. Albright of
the MNational Park Bervice firat di-
rected public attention toward the
menace of the woodman's ax de-
atroying the virgin forests of the
park. He interested Congressmun
Louis . Cramton of Michigan in

securing the passage of a federal
regulation permitting the National
Park Service to buy private lands
within the boundaries of & national
park, provided some citizen would
be willing to share half the pur-
chase price with the United Btates.
A socond bill passed by Congress
gave the government the right to
condemn all private holdings in the
parks.

Already a generous dopor to na-
tional parks, Director Albright
found John D Rockefeller Jr.
ready aide in the fight to save the
precious timberlands. With the as-
surance from Rockefeller that he
would furnish necessary private do-
nation to mest the H0-50 purchase
provigion of the law, Director Al-
bright and Congressman Cramton
redoublad thelr efforts Lo secure the
needed funds from the government.
An appropriation of §1,648342.57 by
Congress followed. With a like sum
contributed by Rockefeller, the deli-
cate negotiations for the acguisition
of the valuable forests wers brought
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to & speedy boRc
Commeting
these lands, Sgeretary of the Inte-
rior Wiibur recently =aid; e
“I'he nation as a whole and pac-
tieulnily futife visitors to the Yo
semite pwe:a @ebt of gratitude to

John D Bockefeller Jr. and to the

membuers of Congress, particularly
Representative Louls C. Cramton of
Michigan who were so far-sighted
and patriotic to make possible this

- the future ﬂ'u!blla- enj
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mportance o
ment of Yo
samite, Tresidder 18 largely e
sponsible for the modarn hotel and
camp resort developmenl in  the
park that gerves 460,000 visitors an
nually—at all seasons of the year
The cost of these private landg
purchases involving only 12,000
acres is an index of the epormous
value of the T28000 acres now con
stituting Yosemite National Park,
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“This outstanding foreat-contribu-
tign by Rockefeller has been some
wha't” paralieled by Dr. Don Tresid-
det, president of the Yosemite Park
afdd Curry Company, public: utility
operators in Yosemite :  He redently
joined  with the National FPark Ser-
viee in the purchasd of 520 scres-at
Qin and Crane flats, inside of Yo
semite National Park and along the

for Yosemite recenfly came with
Congressman Harry
it's bl adding " pan
ment laned to ‘the

arés by the N
is 'i:nnsidf.-lred o ﬁiﬁé;_ﬁnpnf i1
ance In the '.ldi’ﬁlg"di“ﬂié fnew
Crane F‘lal—l’-ler\léh Hetchy road, now

Big Oak Fiat ma"il. Theae lands "'WB’HE'_ B“W‘E'F‘Eiﬁ' for' early construe

are considered by national park of-

tion.
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Evidence of an Old Indian Trail Lecated
By ASSISTANT CHIEF RANGER J. H. WEGNER

Beturning by way of the Big Oak
Flat road from an inspection trip
threugh the Crane Flat district this
apring, the ground became suffi-
ciently bare after leaving Tama-
rack Flat to allow travel without
the aid of snow shoes. After strap-
ping these to my hack and while
stepping blithely =zlong in one of
the bare spols near the west fork
of Coyole creek, my sttention was
attracted by some flakes of obsidi
an lying scattered about along the
roadside. This immediately aroused
my =suriosity, as Indian rancherias
are rather an exception in a purely
fir type forest. Thizs naturally
called for a little further investiga-
tion, which soon disclosed the acora
grinding mortar holez on a nelgh-
boring granite boulder This, of
course, definitely established It as
one of their camp grounds.

After some reflection on the un-
usual location of thiz camp, I ob
gerved that it was dlréct]y on the
path of the trail wsed by the firg!
white men whe crossed the moun
tains to the Mono Lake side. The
general course of thiz old trail, I
have been told by some of the real
old-time stockmen whoe used Lo
range throughout. this ares, waas
from Anderson vnllg'y to  Hazel
Green, Blg Meadows to Tamarack
creek, and then ower Lightning
Ridge (o named begause lightning
#ul ome time was S-Etid_?l_lﬂ have killed
a large number of "‘ahgat:p thera},
down what is now known as Blue
Jay creek, inte the Yosemite creek
canyonr, crossing the' creek at the
gecond =sand bar, which iz approxi
mﬁto.:-.l;y iwo mides above the falls

These reflections legd to the more.

or less logleal deduction that if the

first white men urm‘é'ing the moun-
tains from west to east used the
Indians’ through trall, would it not
be reasonable to supj that Cap-
tain Walker, on expedition
acroas the Sierras from Mono lake
to the San Joaquin wvalley in the
year 1833, would have done exactly
the same thing from the starting
point on the east slope?

These deductions are strength-
ened farther by notes in the diary
of Captain Walker's gecretary, re-
cently brought to public attention
in articles written by Francis Far-
quhar, a prominent member of the
8ierra Club and an historian of
note, in which mention iz made
that some of the party doing scout
duty came upon a deep valley with
vertical walls down which there
wag no possibility of descending
and into which plunged tremendous
waterfalls, the depth of the valley
being 50 great that the water dis
appeared from view before landing
on the floor below  “Certainly =
likely impression of anyone view-
ing the walley for the firat time
from the top of Yosemite Falls"

Another pote in the diary men
tions that the party came upon a
group of trees with cinnamon col
ored bark, immensely |larger than
any .of the surrounding forestis,

With the trail loeation known at
thé point crossing Yosemite creok
a rancheria (reported by old sheep
men) on Lightning Ridge, #nd the
known locatlons dt Coyote ¢rech
Big Meadows amd ~ Little ' Nalli
Falls, it could reasonably be invag
ined that the Walker party may
have traveled that roule and wep
the first white nmen to sec the Me;-
ced Grove of Big Trees
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. The Golden-Winged Elder Borer

By LOIS M. BALLOT
Student Field School

“The mmt colm ful s.nd one of Ll:u_»
largent 'naactx of the Yosémite MNa-
tional Park, excluding the lepidop-
terus  group, ‘seen by the Field
School of Natural History during

the past summer, was the golden-
winged elder borer. This beetle,
scientifically known as Desmbeerus
abiipennis Chev., wag first seen
onthe elderberry (Sambucus. glau-
ca)-while nearing the top of the Yo

gemite Falls. One week later it was
observed while hll{lng down the Po-
hono Trn.!l.

According to E. O, Bssig, “The
larvae lve two vears and mine the

- trunks and limbs of the living red

and blue elderberry in the High
Bierra of California and Nevada
The larvae enter wounds and scars
and mine into the pith. Sometimes
they kil the Iimbs and smaller
branches” (1¥ vt =
The wings of the beetle are pre-
dominantly ' a wvery brillian 'ai‘a.nge
eolor, thus the name "golden-winged
elder borer,” The body, with the
ekteption of the wings, iz shiny
black and wvaries in length from
23-28 m. m.  The femmales are dis
tingiished flom the male by large

blue-green hlotehes on the wing
COVEeTrs uutii'l;e-:l by orange, The
borer has léng curled and many-

jointed anténnae. The accompany-
ing Mustration gives one an ideoa of
the form aﬁﬂ_ pattern of the insect.

(1) Essig, E. 0., Ingects of Wesl,
North Am. p 454-1926,

The Knobcone Pine at El ﬁnrtal

By ENID MICHAEL

'In the Ynaamitﬂ"hﬂatiuﬁal Parl
tha pine tree family Is represanted
by alght specles In former years
the pines had nine ra'praabnl,ntivna
in the park, but when the wesu*m
haundar's of the park wa.u moved
eastward, one of _l_he most ntereal-
ing pines was thrown out of bounds

and left without protection. This
pime is the Knobeone pine (Finus
attenuata). :

An George %:E:dworth"i “Foredl
Trees of the Pacific Slope,” 1812

the author guotes a gquestionable
record of the r': knobeone pine in Yo
semite National Park, For years



there has been more or less apec-
ulation ameong those who happened
to be Interested as to whether this
pine had ever been found within
the confines of the park.

This guestion was recently settled
when a party from the Yosemits
Museum discovered two fine speci-
meng of the knoboone pine growing
on & flat between the Hl Portal sta-
tion and the Merced river. The al-
titude here is 2000 feet. These twao
trees approximately 46 feet tall
were about 100 yards apart and
were 'growing 'in association with

By Enid Michael,

Blue-fronted jays are c&rmlniy
wise « birds, -The hlua-!mnta are
those ha.ndsnma-c;nstei:l jays, bu_;
with all their beauty they suely |
uge their heads for other purposss
than merely t_n suppqrt a jaunty

head-dress. They have logical
rmrindg; they ean req_ggx aml L
pember. -

It hgppened tn be ra,y gnud ml
tune te. get very well aeguainted
with a _naert,lin pair nt thess laya
In the sprjng of 1820 when they de-
eided to neat they el::ma az the nest-
ing site a cedar bough about six
feet above the ground. Where the
branchlets spread frém the mnain
stem of the bough thqli,* laid & foun-

dation of course Pwigs Theae
twigs were noft picked from ‘he
ground, but broken one by one
from wmanzanita bushes growing
in the ueighhurhauﬁ-. Each twig
was carefully selected so that when,
placed it would da'l-rb'%!l nlcely intu’

the structure. The foundatiom was
bound together n.mi shed to the
branch by bits of cof string.

One morning when I came out

Finus pondeross and Pinus sabini-
ans. The knobcone pine is o fire
type pine—a pine that does not or-
dinarily shed or open its cones un-
legs swept by fire. The cones per-
slst on the branches for many
years, sometimes eyen becoming
embedded In the w of the tree
It was cones densély clustered along
the hranches that a 4 d our at-
tention to the tree. A specimen of
branch and cones was collected for
exhibit in the free room of our Yo

semite Museumn. ..

Bird Intelligence =~

Ranger Naeurdlise =

_l;rf f.th ‘pousé to see how tht jay's
Were pragraasing with their rieslt 1
furund 'Lg-d:-r Jay tugging at = puece
of stri.ng f.hat had becume entan-
xl:ad., in the branches of thé cedar.
To help the fay out E § went Into, tha
house and got some cotton waste
which 1 s'h.l&dd'hd ard tossed on
the ground under _the ' ueda.r The
jaye Wwire. gulci 1o take ndvpn’thgb
of my offering, and during the 2om-
ﬂtrucﬂnn of the nest “the “eoftén
waste was  incorporated Into’ the
frame of the siructure and a]hu
Inta the nest cup.

About the time the nest begun
to assume the &épen; of complete-
ness there came a heavy downpour
of rain, Fer twe days the _f&}rs of
the pair teok turns hovering the
nest to protect it from the down

“pour. (The mest, however, and espe.

cially’ the cotton waste hecame
more or legs mnjateued Now this
=" the truth:’ en the strom was
aver and the sun eame out, the lady
jay metually  pilled the nest’ partly
to pieces and Ini):\g‘ the- r:.utton an
a branth ta dry’ “When the wagte




was dry the jay constructed her
neet, laid her eggs and rearsd her
Iamﬂy -'

Whila the j@ra successtully reared
tl-'I-_EII' l.’amil:.r, their choice of nesting
site was not altogether fortunate,
as thoughtless and inquisitive hu-
mans came to pull down the branch
and pry intg ther family affairs.
The Jays, however, being intelli-
gent birds, logt nothing by the ex-
perience with the meddling hu-
mans, as being clearly demonstrat-
ed thiz =eason.
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This year the jays are bullding
high up in the cedar, heyond the

reach of prying  humans, The
mnn:_l.i_hg of April 6 I was once mars
thrilled with admiration of their
intelligence. When I stepped out
to interview the jays I found then:
pulling last sezpon's nest apart that
they might again utilize the ecotton
waste in binding thelr new strue-
ture together. To show my friend.
liness and appreciation 1 suppiied
fresh cotton waste to line the nest
cup.

The Yellow-Headed Blackbirdd Visits Yosemite

By Clifford C. Presnall,

The  yellow-headed blackbird
iXanthocephalus xanthocephalus),
while a common summer resident
of the San Joaguin valley, ls an ne-
cidental transient in the Yosemite
region. Its presence in the. valley
this spring was therefore the causze
of muech interest among local or-
nithologists.

On May 8, Ranger Homer Hoyt
noted a peculiar blackbird near the
park headquarters, but d4did not
identify it. The next day Charlés
Michael identified the bird as a fe
male yellow-headed blackbird., Sev-
eral other persons ohserved and
‘photographed the bird at that time.
Tt was evidently very tired and
'hungry. feeding very industriously
on the ground and refusing to fly
wheén aproached. Apparently it had
been blown from its usual migra-

yellow-headed blackbirds

Eangf.lrr_ - Maturalist

tory route by the severe and pro-

‘tracted storms of the previous fort

night.

Michael recorded the bird on
three days—May 8, 10 and 11. On
the last date he saw another female
and a young male of the species In
front of the postoffice.

During the last 13 wyears there
have been but two other records of
in Yo
semite Naunnﬁl Park. Tn the spring
of 1917 a mﬂe in full plumage was
takten near the Bentinel Hotel by
Chief Hanger F. 8. Townsley. Chief
Townsley mounted this bird and ex-
hibited it In hia collection for sev-

eral years, "'ll'.‘ihe other instance was
by Herbert Sonn In
the spring of 1825 near the site of
the Ahwahnee Hotel,

&n observatia

YOSEMITE BIRD REPORT FOR MAY
By Enid Michae!, Ranger - Naturalist

In. Yosemite valley the month of
May was not what might be called
a spring-like month., Eleven days

rain or sngWw, then followed a

out of the Et 16 brought clthe:
L1
streteh  of but the

ir weather,



month came l;ﬁ a close with two
more stormy days. -At the end .of
the first week the thermometer
dropped to 25 degrees and many of
the flowering plants were badly
frost-bitten. Snow plants, budding
oalks, dagwuada and ferns suffered
greatly.

The birds, however, suffered but
litfle from the cald, inclement
weather, Those birds that nest
early moatly tuck their nesta way
in haoles a,nd orevices where they
may snugl:r \hrea.therr the storma, Of
all the mr]y* nesting birds only tha
hﬂrdy' blue-fronted jay neﬂfs in the
operi, and usually his Ia:rxe wall-
bullt noest is sheftered i'n hEBJ}’
folisge. The ouzel “builds a BOUZ
waterproof nest and anyway water
ouzels do not mind = little mods-
ture.- .

]:ln.u-lrl.g‘r tha mcmth the: fpltruw!.lm

blue-fronted ja:.r.
Slerra cresper, %
As usyal the lammiihuntln; RS

the laat of the summar visitants to .
a.rrlvg, The wood e arrived a
full week behind his wormal sched-
ule, while the traill flyeatehers, who
are always next to last to ar-

rive in spring came in this year
just two days behindithe wood. pe-
wWees, -

Glan-rﬂng m{er the Mn:r hlr:l e
ports for the lsst 10 yeare the fea-
ture that ai.a_nda ocut i not the un-
um.w.l_ things, ‘but the usual, In
nﬂ:mr words, It is .most remarkable
how nearly the average run of bird
motivities rapprogimatd . an absalute
normal A

.~ SKUNK AND BEAR EAT TOGETHER
i B;r Gllffo:ﬂﬂ Presnall, Ranger - Naturalist

_.‘.-\._1 r

Skunks are vary mda;i’mdent. crﬁ_
tures. Bears are equally self-reliant.
When the two come ﬁ..cl! to foce
the unexpected is ltkal'g to happen.
It did, ene evening In mid-April, at
the bear feeding plating'm below Kl
Capitan, when a lone skunk out-
maneuvered five bears,

There were five of the larger nol-
malg at first, but all guit the piat-
form and retired at the advance of
the enemy, leaving the skunk free
to do 25 he wished. Balng a gentle-
man, he wished to h his face
and hands before goin

g to dinner

While Mephitis ocgidentalis was
refreshing himself at ihl. river, by
bathing and drinking, three of the
bears returned to the feeding plat.
form to resume thein interrupted
meal Two were completely wvan-

|
|

g

i

,,@efiﬁ%d thisg early in the engage

ment. One big, black fellow sta-
tioned himself in the middle of the
platform and with menacing looks
and low growls kept the twa small-
er ones it the edge.

The leisurely return of the ghunk
caussd these two to retreat still
farther, but did not seem to give
the big bear any cause for worry.
For a guarter of an hour the skunk
prospected  around among  the
debriz which the bears had scatter
od to one gide of the platform, but
he did nol go near the black bear,
who contloued to feed alone.

Presently one of the small bears,
perhaps a two-year-old, came alow-
Iy out of the bushes and cautiousty
approached the skunk He moved
very slowly until within & few feel



7z

af the skunk, then stopped for 10
or 16 zeconds, and then suddenly
jumped -backwards and ran for

cover, Hie did this three times. Ow-

ing to the poor light, it was impos-
gible to pee what the skunk did: In
fact, it was impossible to see it at

all except when its eyes caught the-

light from our sautomobile hesd-
lights:

Soon after 9 o'clock the skunk
moved up the platform on the sgide
oppodite the black bear, The bear
ceased eating and watched “the
skunk elosely, but did not move
away. Our lightz now luminated
the platform very well, so we were
able to watch proceedings closely
The skunk paid no attention to the
bear, but started eating immedi-
ately, keeping ita tail high in the
alr all the while.

This danger signal seemed
bother the bear. He moved restleas-
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i
Iy about on the far gide of the plat-
form for flve minutes, then- gettled
dewn to eating again, stopping or
ten to look at the skunk,

We watched this strange pair for
) minutes without. noticing any ae-
tive hostilities—each one kept to
hiz own cormer of the platform
Once the nervous strain seemed toe
mueh for the bear and he started
to leave the platform. He stopped
and looked intently at the skunk,
apparsntly questioning the uprais-
ed tail, which is known to all ani-
mala s the skunk's final warning.

The otherwise placid demeanor
of the skunk seemed to reassure
bruin, and he soon resumed eating.
Mo other bears appearsd om tha

soene, however. Apparently the
combination of the biggest bear in
the valley and the boldest skuni
was morea than they cared to face.
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