YOSEMITE
NATURE
NOTES

The Yosemite Museum

Volume I1X Department of the Interior

\ Ray Lyman Wilbur, Sécre
SEPTEMBER, 1930 il i
National Park Service
Number g Horaee M. Albright, Dire. tor



YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES

Tue PusrLicaTion Or

Tue YosemiTE EpucaTioNal DEPARTMENT
- Published monthly

Volume X

“September 1930

Number ¢

THE LIFE OF ALBERT BIERSTADT

> By MES. H.
'l

The Yosemlte Museum considers
itself fortunate in possessing works
of many df the early artists of this
vielnity, - The pencil drawings of

Thomas Ayres, made while he was:

in the wvalley in 18558, gave to the
world the first glimpse of the val-
ley's grandeur. Practically all of
thoge exquisite drawings are in this
mugeum: Many other early artists
are represented here. The object
of this sketch is the author of our
recent gift, "Looking Up Yosemite
Valley” by Albert Bierstadt, pre-
sented to the museum by the Char-
lotte Bowditch ostate through So-
phiz Baylor.

Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902) was
born in Dusseldorf, Gerinany. He
come to America as a babe, As a
yousg man he studied art in Dus-
seldorf for four years and in Rome
for n year, ITe returned to America
in 1857, The following year he took
a trip overland by wagon. He made
sketchea and laid the foundation
for a score of large canvases. In

4. TAYLOR

Librarian Yosemite National Park

his time Bierstadt ranked as ", . ..
oneg of the foremost landscape
painters in this country.” {Cur, Lit.
Vol 32 p. 3%4). He was a pioneer
in portraying the lofty grandeur of
the Fockies and the Bierra. His
pictures became famous, His can-
vases attracted international at-
tention, On one of his western
trips . . . . Tdaha Springs {(Colo-
rado) was visited In 1863 by Albert
Bierstadt, the greatest American
landzeape painter, (He made many
sketches) . . . . Mr, Bierstadt soon
went home to New York and in a
little over two vears had finlshed
his great pictures of “A Storm in
the Rocky Mountains, . .. . in the
winter of 1855-6 the pleture was
placed on exhibitlon in New York
. ...&and the proceeds from admis-
gion were donated to the relief of
destitute soldiers' orphans. Tt at-
tracted great attention and endless
criticisrn. Its only rival in publie
est'mation was Church's “Heart of
the Andes"” then in a private gal-
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lery in New York. . . . SBoon after
the picture (A Storm in the Rocly
Blountains”) went to Paris to a
worid'e expesition, where it was al-
most immediately sold for $20,000.
Mr. Bierstadt had recently com-
pleted another great picture "The
Last Buffale." (Mag. of W. History
Vol II P. 237

Near Lady Franklin Rock s
Register Rock. In the early days

tolls were collected here from al
tourista taking the trail to Glacler

Point. *, ., ., There is one entry
upon & sloping side of rock that is
perhaps worthy of notice, as it
reads, ‘Camped here August 21,
1863, A. Eilerstadt, Virg.l Willlams,
E. W. Perry, Fitzhugh Ludiov.' It
wag during this visit to the wvalley
that Mr. Bierstadt made the sketch

YOSEMITE NaTURE NU¥lEs

{Hermitage, St Petersburg, Rus-
sl

1877—HEstes Park (Earl of Devon-
shirel.

187T—Domes of Yosemite.

1878 —Mountain Lake {(Corcoran
Art Galery, Washington, I, C.).

For the Capitcl at Washingtoa,
Bierstadt painted “Discovery of

Hudson Itiver" and “Settlement cf
Calfornia.”

from which his famoua picture “The :_:_:: A

Domes of the Yosemite' was after-
wards painted. ("IIeart of the
Slerra” by J. M. Hutchings, p. 441).

Albert Blerstadt received honors
both at home and abroad. Austria,
Bavaria, Balgium,
awarded him medals. In 1860 he
became a member of the National
Academy. In 1857 he was decorated
with the Cross of the Legilon of
Honor, Among the canvases of
Albert Bleratadt are the follow!ing,
with their time and lecation:

1861—Laramie Peak (In Buffalo
Academy of Fine Arts).

1863 —Lander's Peak (In Londcn).

1884—North Fork Platte River
(Bought by .Iudga Henary Hilton,
Mew York).

1864 —Tooking UTp Yosemite Val-
ley (Given to Yozemite Museum by
Charlotte Bowditch Estate).

1866—E] Capitan and Merced
River (Bought by Lucien Tucker-
man),

1866—Valley of Yosemite (In New
York Library); The Burning Ship
(Bought by August Belmont),
1875—Valley of Hern HRiver fu

and Germany

Albert Bierstadt

About the time of Bierstadt's
death in 1902, the tendency in land-
scape art was toward the smail,
gulet, more Intimate canvases, As
o ploneer of magnificent coenery on
large canvases, Albert Bierstodt
standa secure.

“Looking Up Yosemite WValley”
hangs in the foyer of the Yosemite
Mugeum. Annually thousands of
touristzs enjoy  this picture, Tho
museunt ig plnuﬂ to possess & can-

vas by BEler and is ever =
o e A grat
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Stonecrop, Gilia Thrive

on High Perch

By C. E. GRAVES

YOSEMITE, Aug, 16.—0One doos
not ordinarily thifi-lit of climbing
Half Dome to see a wild flower gar-
dea,. The trip iz cemmonly consid-
ered a stunt, with ﬁ]e thrill of seai-
ing the ateep, solid fgrnntte walls by
means of a hand cable as the main
motive. On August §, such a tnip
was made After a delightful climb
through the Jeffrey pine forest on
the lower slopes, lunch was eaten
on the “guarter dome," where mag-
nificent views of the rangea to the
east and north were enjoved. After
lunch the climb was made to the
tep of Half Dome. Expecting mere-
Iy to find bare grasite rock anp:d
more digtant views, | was pleas
antly disappointed to discover that
tie entire top of the dome, covering
on ares of pbout 18 ncres, |s com-
pesed of disintegrating granite that
haog Blled up the cracks with exce:-
lent eoll for alpine plants,

The pentstemon menziesii (Pride
af the Mountainz) {3 the most
showy of these planta. At this seas
son of the year cnly a few of thewn
vroere still in blossom, bul enough
to zplash the rocks with rosy red in
raaav places. A vellow hawkweed
ihieraceum horridum) about 7 or 8
inches high, was fairly common
pnd the mouse-tail (stellarliopsis
sontolinides), though Ita delicate
vhite flowers are. not ecspecially
shov,y, adda interest with its pe-
culiar worm-like leaves in a lasasl
rosette. Other plants were the Yo-

semiteé stone-crop (sedum yosemi-
tense), the prickly gllia (gilla pun-
gens), so closely resembling the al-
pine phlox; the yarrow or milfoil
{achillaea millefolium) and quan-
tities of =mall sedge. By far the
most interesting part of the floral
display was provided by several
species of erfogonum, a member of
the wild buckwhesat family. Eriogo-
num lobbli, sometimes called butter-
balla, is particulariy showy with its
delicate rosy flower clusters and
white, woaly leaves, A dwarfl form
of “ovallfolium” presents thick pn
euahion-like clusters of white wooly
leaves nnd short wyellow flowwrs,
Other specios were tne  comman
"nudum” and the “wrightil” and
“marifolium,” the latter two in
delicate dwarf forms. The ooean
spray tholodiscus  discolor) was
very abundant, but the whitish
lower clusters were mostly fadad,
Trwarf specimens of lodge-pole,
Jeffrey and white-barked pine were
alzo found, fighting for their lives
In the narrow soll pockets Though
the profuaion of color is not so
groat as in the well-watered alvine
meadows yet the very restraint of
these rocky flower gardens in their
inhospitable surroundings gives
them a beauty that can hardly be
surpassed slsewhers. For the gen-
wine flower lover, they very nearly
gteal the show from the glorfons
v.stas of the distant peaks,
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An Apple Tree Apartment House

By E. A. THAXTER

While il |z & common oceurrence
in certaln places to see many birds
nesting together in large commu-
nity groups, here in the Yosemite
valley one finds only the swifts and
the swallows and occasionally the
kingfishers nesting in c¢loge proxi-
mity to others of the same species

Among birds like the thrushes
and sparrowsd, this community nest-
ing Iz not found. Two pairs of the
same species almost never nest in
the same bush or the same tree. A
pair of birds may select n nesting
site and then proclaim to all the
featheraed world, "This iz the place
we have chosen for & home. Let all
trespassers heware!” and then they
will proceed to drive away any oth-
ers of thelr kind that are rash
enough to come upon thelr staked
out elaim.

Huclh iz not always the case, how-
ever, among birds of differenl spe-
cles. A notable example of this was
zeen in mid July by the field school
of natural history as they were tak-
ing a bird walk through lower Sen-
tinel Meadows. In an old apple tree

wasg first discoversd a robin's nest
on & limb about seven feel [ram
the ground. Thiz contained three
eggs. On another branch about ten
feet above the robin's home, there
was the nest of a Western chipping
sparrow  with four newly hatched
yvoung, The old bird was o reluc-
iant to leave that she hsd almost
to be lifted from the nest before
ghe tcok flighl

About fifteen feet frem the chip
ping sparrov’s nest, on the other
s'de of the tree, wasg the nest of a
hlack-heided grosbealt whese brood
had evidently just gone,

These three families, we hope, got
along peaceahly in their apartmeat
kouse  Buch a tind in ope medium
siced apple tree was guite unusul

O the same trip another chip
p'ng sparrow's nest was found, con-
taining four woung. This one Iz
worth chronicling because it WS
placed in & bunch of sneezewesd.
only six inches from the ground. Tt
ig most unusual to find a nest of
this bird placed so low down, but in
bird life, as in human life, cne i=
continually meeting with the une:-

pected,

% Notelets %

Draganflies are numerous abour the

meadows,

MNear Wawona Boad a Sharp-shinned
Hawk was seen in flight, carrying a dead
flicker

The Bears are showmg up in goeodly
numbers every night at the Bear Pits,- fat,
siick, and saucy.

Fish planted i the Fark this ver tocal-
ed 1141 8ax,

Grasshoprers are quite plentiful about
the Valley.

Bost of the Mule Deer bucks have rub-
bed the velver from their horns during the
past two weeks, With the does and fawns
they are fezding in the meadows,

-
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AFIELD WITH RANGER NATURALISTS

SIERREA ITARMOT AGAIN
MBEASIN& IN NUMBERS
By RangezuNnmrn.:'l'ist Paunl J. White

The Sierra marmot, often called
woodehuck and ground hog, again
seem# to be increasing in numbers
after a period of years during
which fow were sesen. The 11 mem-
bers of the High Sterra hiking
party which 1 conducted through
the #ix hikers' campas during the
first week in July, noted 14 mar-
mots,

Dr, Haorold C. Bryent's articles in
Yosemite ' Mature MNotea for Octo-
ber, 18228 mentioned the practical
diznppearonce in Yosemite of this
very interesting marmmal, and sag-
frasted that the condition wag. per-
haps due to the gycles of scarcity
ond sbundance koown for almost
all rodents,

T7hile only six were reported as
seen by our guldes all last summer,
thiz yoar at least thal many were
seen on the rogk dlide at Glen
Aulin High Blerra comp at one t'me
by my party. The members of the
party found them rather tame and
~pproached to within a few feet I
order better to observe them,

VWhea oot moving about delib-
erataly on it ghort legs, the mar-
nict. sgpent mueh of its  time
sprowled out on a flat rock In the
runshine near its burrow, When
ctartled, it would come to attention
by gathering ita legs beneath, ready
to move off gquickly. At times it
wonld stand erect on itz hind legs
in the manner of the Belding

ground sguirrel, the “pleket pin” g0
often seen in Tuslumne Meadows,
is yellowlish

The

white cross band o
beneath the eycs

The zig-zag trail,

SUNRISE AT COLUMBIA POINT
By Ranger-Naturalist C, C, Presnall

The narrow vault of sky above
was warm and glowing, The
canyon was still cold and glooms
coiling itsell
around huge boulders, would have
geemed cocl (o man and beast we:e
it mot for the wviolent exertion of
ascending the steep canvon slde,
Overheated bodies, laboring in the
chill atmosphere, produced &n auri
of vapar that softened the uncouth
appearance of the heavily burdened
pack mules. The shuffling of hoofs
on the sandy trall and the creak of
saddles and packs accentuated a
hush prophetie of sunriae,

Buddenly, like a trout leaping
from a darlk pool, the pack tran
rmoved up from shadow to sanlight
The vaguere in the lead shaded n:s
eyes agalnst the glare of the sun,
already well above the horizon, The
mules shook  themselves et
proancd with relief when permidttad
to stop, then stood drowsing in che
unexpeetod  warrsth  while  hen
craeter gazed in wonder al whet e
haed often scon before: an artay of
gunr-bathed peaks forming a golden
sriting for the shadoed green gem
wihich 2 called Yosemnite.

rother eomieal appearance,

The food of the marmot consiats
of green vegetation, which it eats
'n large guantities during the sum-
mer season, getting ready for Its
winter hibernation.

The park superintendent has seen
nine marmots on his various troil
tr'pa, and rangers are cach report-

ing several.
It i to be hoped that this year

marks the beginning of a evele of

for this Intereating ond
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Yosemite Bird Report for July, 1930

By Ranger-Naturalist Enid Mlchag]

The month of July m Yoremite
Valley was gquite rainless and the
greal majority of the days were
entirely cloudless. The days were

hot and the nights balmy, The un
broken stretch of summer days was
probably favorable to most nesting
birds, albeit during the heat of the
day paremt birds often perched
panting on the rim of the nest to
shade their hot nestlings. On the
other hand, the hot weather wars
apparently favorable fo Insect life
ind as a resull there was an abund-
ance of food and parent birds had
nevar far to forzge. There were
days when the sandplper with her
nest out on the hot sands had to
turn her eggs [reguently to keep
them from scorching.

Filfty-six species of birds were
noted by Mr Michael and 1 dur
ing the month, which number
brought our July average for the
last 1 years up to 535 Of the 58
apeciea noted only the redbreasted
sapsucker and the Western gnat-
catcher were unexpected birds on
the July list. The sapsucker was
never before seen on the floor of
the walley during July and the
gnatcatcher was only once before
noted during July.

Ornithologically the outstanding
feature of the month was the nest-
ing of a pair of Gamble white-
crowned sparrows in Yosemite Val
ley. Hudsonian white-crowns have
been known to nest in the Yosemite
Valley, but so far as ia known the
Gamble sparrow has never before
been reported as nesting here, The
family of young sharp-shinned
hawks was also interesting as was
the nest of the Western gnat-
catcher.

The moving of a number of our
valley deer to the Tuolumne water-
shed that tool place last spring
hag given the flowering plantz &
much needed chance to blossom
forth. In spite of the drouth, gar
dens of wild flowers are making a
brave show In many sections of
the wvalley. In apite of the fact
that many deer are atlll present on
the floor of the valley, one may see

in the early evening the fair blos-
soms of the evening primrose. But
one must go early in the evening
to see these flowers as before
morning  every  blogsom  will be
spnipped off by wandering deer. To
realize what ever-grazing will do
to the flowering plants of the val
ley, one has but to wander along
the Ahwahnee fence and compare
the wild meadow Inslde of the
fence, Move more desr and the
flower gardens may come once
more. to the valley floor,
JULY BIRD REEFORT

Great Blue Heron--A lone bird
noted July 22 and 23

Spotted Sandpiper— Perhaps four
nesting pairs along the mile and
a half of river between the Swing-
ing bridge and the Btonem4an
bridge.

Band-Talled Plgeon—A few palrs
present threcghout the moath, Mest
discovered July 12 and i was o
surprise to find the male bird in-
cubating the lone ogg.

Bharp-S8hinned Hawh—A pair
nested and reared a family in the
pine wood near the mouth of Yo
gemite Creek, The family group uf
four young birds and two parents
wad seen July 235 and 26

Sparrow  Hawk - Three nesting
palrs. Youong etill in one of the
nesta on the last day of the monih

Horned Owl—A lone bird noted
July 8.

Figmy Owl—Cn July 3 o youlgg
Pigmy was sesn being mobbed by
the small birds of the ne!ghbor
hood, and on the follow!ng day
this same voung ow!, or anothes
wad noted,

Belted Hingfisher—The young
are abrosd and conseguently king-
fishers are common along placed
stretches of the river.

Hairy Woodpecker--Present
daily, Family groups or lone birds
are to be found in all the ootton-

wood groves

Willow Woodpecker—No  doubt
preaent daily, but there were days
mn we falled to note & single
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White Heuded Woodpecker--
nrely duted afterithe firsl week
of the month, Family groups prof
ably weal to the higher mountaias
for a vacation.

Red-Breasted Sapsucker--aA
handsome male noted Tulv 21,
Plleated Woodpecker--A

bird noted July 13
California Woodpecker- -Commun
in &l the Kellcgg Oah groves
Young hirda still in the nest on the
lagt day of the moaonth,
Red- Shafted Flickor - Presont

lone

daily. Family groups frequently
noted during the ast half of the
month, i

EBlack Bwift--Rare. Noted on

three cecas‘ons. O July 21 a foek
of 12 was seen. f !

White-Throated Swift--Commin
the first week of the month and
present dafly until July 20 when
wney were last noted.

Anna Hummingbird-—A lone male
noted on three occcasions

Calliope Hummingbird.- Rare this
raonth Individua:s occasionully
noted,

Blackh Phoebe Pirst ooted July
18, A lone bird ncted on three ae-
casions theireafter |

Wood  Pewee- Common  hirda
Found in all seetivns of the Valley
Oy July 30 the young birds wese
coon leaving the last oceugned nes
that we had under obsesvation

Trail Filycatcher MNol nume ous
OF the four nests vnder observa
tion the young desvited tie s
neat July 30

Western Flyeatcher--2'x  birds
netsd along Tenaya Creek betwoon
Mir-or Leke and the Merced river
on July 4

Dlue-Fronted Jay —Conzidering
nll rectiong of the Valley the jay
wra the most comnzon bird of the
rmognth

Fed- Winged  Blackbird- Family
groups prescot  in the Sentinel
meacow untidl July 30, but on the
ll;lf‘.'idt day we failed to seer a single

Brower Blackbird--In  point  of
nunibers the most common bird of

the month: Our ne birds prob.
ebly moved on into the higher
mauntain  meado but sn up

mountain movement brought fle

&;

from the lower country to take
their places

Evening Grosbeak —Present
throughout the month. During the
last ten days of the month smail
flocks came each morning to feed
on the ripening coffes berries at
the mouth of indlan Canyon.

Celifornia Purple Floch—Not
numerous, but scattered pairs wsl-
ways to be found in the district
just below the old village,

Green-Backed Goldfinch—Ocoe-
slonally noted during the month
end on each occasion thers were
alwaye three birds in the company

WhiteCrowned Sparrow-—0n
July # a nesting pair of White
crownsg was discovered ‘n a thicket
at the edge of the Stoneman mead-
ow. Il no mistake was made n
identification these birds were Zu-
notrichia leavcophrus gambeli, and
in this case we have a new record
for Yosemite Valley.

Chipping Bparrow—Not numer-
ous, but likely to be found in aay
geclion of the valley,

Slerra Junco—Nol numerous, but
likely to be seen a half dozen times
on a two-mile walk,

Lincoln Sparrow— A singing maie
was noted July 22,

cacramento Towhee—No change
in the status. Family groups to he
found tn all the usual haunts,

Black-Headed Grosbeak—One of
the most common birds during the
firasl three weoks of the moath,
conling less and less nunyeroud the
lazl week of the month.

Lazuli Bunting A snging male
was noted daily n the sk puddoci
from July 13 to July 24,

Wesatern Tanager—Rather com-
mun during the first half of the
month, but becoming scarce during
the st week of the month.

Violet-Grecn  Swallow-- Occasion-
ally seen during the first week of
the month. Lest noted July 13

Rough-Winged Swallow—July 9
five young just fresh from the nest
were being attended by thelr
1events.  Last geen July 10

Warbling  Vireo— Present  dally
but almost sllent during the last
half of the month. July 26 u nast

containing four well grown young
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Cuzsin Vireo-—Present  through-
out the month. Rasping vorce of the
youpg often heard, but pasents i

List s.dent dur.ng the last half of°

the raonth. 3

Calaverss Warbler—A lone bied
noted July 4 and 6.

Yellow Warbler—The moat com-
mon warbler and the most consis-
tent alnger during the month,

Black-Throated Gray Warbler-
A family group noted July & and 6.

Hermit Warbler—Family groups
twice noted during the month. ©On
July 2 young birds apparently
just out of the neast were being fod
by the parenta,

Water Ouzel— Beldom noted along
the main river, but on July 28
amall young were being fed in the
nest located about 100 yarda up-
stream from Happy Isles

Canyon Wren—Not numerous but
birds always to be found at threa
different sections of the walley,

Sjerra Creeper— Likely to be seen
in any section of the wvalley, On
July 18 there was still one occcupied
' nest. A late nesting record for this
crecper.

FATHER TOWHEE ADOPTS

FAMILY

i By B. A, Thaxter
‘- On Saturday, Aug. 2, while he
membarz of the Fleld School of
Natural History were at theb
lunch in Camp 18, a Bierra junam
with & brood of four little ones was
‘obaerved in a clump of azaleas jum
in frent of our tents ' The young
evidently had been out of the aest
for a week or more, for they "ad
little difficulty in making short
flights after thelr mother.

next day, Sunday, found -
change in this happy family. The
old bird and two of the young ones
had disappeared—where and how
we know not. Two youngsters wers
left behind, however, and as we
were at home nearly all day, we
had a good opportunity to observe
them. Our attention was attracted
to them at first by their chirping
and, hungry cry. Soon our nelgh
bor, the SBacramento spurred tow

rusEMITE NATURE NUTES

BEed Breasted Nuthatch—Not
common, but individuals likely o
be come upon in most any sectinn
of the valley

Mountain Chickadee— Rare, Pres-

.ent daily., but possibly not more

than two family groups.

Callfornia  Bushtit- A furmly
group of seven bhirds seen at the
mouth of Indlan Canyoen July 15
and 16.

Gold-Crowned Kinglet—A family
group noted July 4.

Weatern Gnateatcher— On July 4
the nesi of a pair of these birds
was found. On July 20, 1924 young
Gnateatchers were seen being fed
by thelr parents, but it wae not un-
til this month that we aclually dis-
covered & nest of Western Gnat-
catchers on the floor of the wvalley.

Townsend Solitaire—A lone bird
seen July 4

Russet-Bucked  Thrush — Noted
occasionally, Probably four nest-
ing palrs at the upper end of the
valley. _

Western Robin—Common, but
not nearly so numerous as in other
years. Two nests still contained
young on the last day of the month

hee, who has made the agales
thicket hig home all summer, fis

covered their plight and took ‘hem
unider his wing. All day Sunday he
was kept busy trying to 0Ol up
thoge hungry babies. They “oth
trafled him all day, and when 2o
came out for the erumbs we gpread
for him they were always with nim
with thelr mouths open, eryving ‘o
be fed. MNever once did their Jos
ter father falter, All day he fed
them, and when the dawn came a0
Monday he was again on the "ob
At sunset ho was still trying to aat-
isfy the voracious appetites of his
adopted children,

One interesting feature of Lhis
strange relationship was the fact
that frequently the female towhee
would appear on the scene and be-
come interested In the family; but
every time the male would at oncs
attack her and drive her away, 8
much a8 to say, “Let me alone, L
can take care of my own family”
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