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I was recently honored by the Board of Trustees to serve as the Yosemite Association’s 

next Chief Executive Officer. As we begin this new era in the association, we hope you will 

continue to support and participate in our efforts to build on YA’s rich heritage. As always, 

our primary goal is to promote stewardship in Yosemite National Park. 

For my initial journal article, I would like to introduce myself. Like you, my family has a keen passion for 
our National Park System and particularly Yosemite. I, my wife Ingelise and our three children—Nielsen, 
Maren and Andersen—have visited more than 140 units of the National Park system sites during the past 
decade. 

My earliest exposure to the National Parks came through my father. An exceptional geologist, he taught me 
about the Rocky Mountains and its natural splendors. Both of my parents helped me appreciate the natural 
landscape. Their inspiration led me to spend many days rambling in the Rocky Mountains and evenings 
around a campfire talking about the magic of the landscape. 

In Yosemite, I have been fortunate over the past twenty years to visit the park in all seasons. I have feasted 
with good friends on winter evenings at Ostrander hut; taught my 
children to ski at Badger Pass; spent summer evenings around the 
campfire at White Wolf; skated with my family at Curry Village in the 
shadow of Glacier Point; and swum in the cold waters of Glen Aulin. I 
have also immersed myself in the great literature surrounding Yosemite.

On a professional level, I have led a dynamic nonprofit water 
association in Northern California for the past eight years. There, 
I worked with a very progressive Board of Directors, talented staff 
and many consultants to develop and implement resource plans 
for waterways across the northern half of the state. These programs 
have positively shaped the landscape for farms, fish, birds and rural 
communities alike. 

I am very excited to be leading YA as we seek new and innovative ways to promote stewardship of Yosemite 
and its grandeur. We will continue to focus on YA’s tradition of enriching the Yosemite experience through 
the books, maps, and other interpretive products that we publish and sell throughout the park and the world; 
junior ranger programs, outdoor seminars, art center, cooperative student interns and other high quality 
educational programs that help connect people to the park; the wilderness programs and ski hut that help 
people explore the park in all seasons; and a strong volunteer program to continually improve the park. We 
will also explore and develop innovative new partnerships to advance the YA mission. In a nutshell, we will 
continue to build partnerships with the National Park Service and our other park partners to help support 
and enrich the Yosemite experience. 

I look forward to serving you and YA during this exciting time. Please join me, the Board of Trustees, staff 
and our valuable park partners to help ensure that Yosemite remains the crown jewel of the National Park 
System. 

Yours truly,

David Guy

Cover: 
The Lester family 
became the first 
party to traverse 
the Tioga Road 
in an automobile. 
Shown at the 
Wawona Tunnel 
Tree in 1915 
aboard their 1914 
Mitchell Touring 
Car are, from 
clockwise: driver 
Fred Lester, June 
Van Dorsten 
Lester, Mrs. 
Hughes, Sarah 
Lester, Katherine 
Lester, Cora Allyn, 
Sylvia Hughes 
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Greetings from Yosemite
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As the 1914 Mitchell auto inched its way along the 
road to Tuolumne Meadows on the afternoon of 
July 8, 1915, the Lester family took in the flora 

and fauna and tried not to fuss over the roughness of the 
crude road.

The owner of the car, the Lester matriarch Sarah, was 
68 years old. Now a widow, she had purchased her first 
automobile to replace her horses and buggy. Her sons 
were all married and had moved away from home. They 
were no longer available to care for the horses or to hitch 
up the buggy when she needed to go to town.

While fueling their car in Yosemite Valley the previous 
day, the Lesters had heard a rumor that the Tioga Road 
would open to autos for the first time on July 8. Around 
their campfire that night, the family had decided to ven-
ture over the newly cleared road to Tuolumne Meadows. 
They figured the 60-70 mile drive would take about eight 
hours.

Two of Sarah Lester’s four sons had come along on this 
trip. The eldest, Nathan Jr., was traveling with his wife 
Sylvia, his mother-in-law Mrs. Hughes, and two children, 
Kate and Larry. Sarah’s younger son, Fred, was with his 
bride of six months, June Von Dorsten Lester. June was a 

few weeks pregnant. She was likely unaware of her con-
dition, otherwise the family probably would not have 
decided to venture over the new road. Cora Allyn, a visit-
ing cousin of Sarah’s, was also along for the ride.

June had experienced the marvels of Yosemite 
National Park twice before. Her first visit to this moun-
tain country was as a fifteen-year-old in 1908. She and 
her family had spent the month of July traveling in a 
horse-drawn Studebaker Spring wagon from their home 
in the Almaden district of South San Jose to Wawona 
and Yosemite Valley. They had traveled across the San 
Joaquin Valley and up through Mariposa to reach the 
Chowchilla Mountain Road by horse and wagon. At the 
base of Chowchilla Mountain, they camped two nights 
at Conway’s Cold Springs Ranch to rest the horses before 
making the final pull up to Wawona. 

During the trip, they even met Yosemite pioneer Galen 
Clark in front of his home near the old Valley village. The 
family liked the camping trip so much they repeated it 
two years later.

What had taken nine days by two-horse wagon in 1908 
and 1910 took the Lester family just two days in 1915, 
traveling in a 38-horsepower horseless carriage. Though 

A  T R I P  T O  T H E  S U M M I T
THE FIRST CAR TRIP OVER THE TIOGA ROAD

BY RON OLMSTEAD

The Tioga Road originally crossed the Tuolumne River here at Soda Springs. The only section of the original auto bridge that remains is the 
northeast foundation support, which is inscribed “1915.” The bridge has since been converted to equestrian and pedestrian use. RON OLMSTEAD
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the trip was relatively brisk—they had left San Jose early 
on the morning of July 5, and were in Yosemite setting 
up camp by nightfall of July 6—it must have been an 
uncomfortable ride. With seats for only seven people, the 
Mitchell was crowded with a total of nine passengers. The 
car’s stiff springs made the ride extra bouncy. 

Before hearing about the opening of the Tioga Road, 
the family had taken a typical sightseeing route, spend-
ing the day at Glacier Point, Wawona, and the Mariposa 
Grove of Big Trees. The one photo that survives of the 
Lesters’ 1914 Mitchell and its nine passengers was taken 
at the Wawona Tunnel Tree. The owners of the Wawona 
Hotel had hired a photographer to film all who passed 
that way, in hopes of luring more tourists to the area.

AN EASTERN ENTRANCE

The road the Lesters were traveling was the latest achieve-
ment of Stephen T. Mather, the National Park System’s 
first superintendent. A strong promoter of Yosemite, 
Mather hoped to make the park appealing to future auto-
mobile visitors. He allowed autos into Yosemite Valley 
starting in 1915, along with the sale of gasoline in the 
Village. 1915 was also the year of the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition in San Francisco. This meant that many 
motoring tourists would be venturing west that year. An 
eastern entrance, he thought, would be just the thing to 
attract more visitors to the park. 

To make the Tioga Road a reality, Mather sought to 
revive the “Great Sierra Wagon Road” from Bennettville 
through White Wolf and on to Crocker’s Station. Built 
in 1883 by a mining company, at a cost of $61,100, or 
about $1,100 per mile, the road had an inauspicious 
start. Shortly after its completion, the mining operation 
collapsed, with no record of any silver being extracted. 
One of the principal owners of the mining company 
purchased the western side of the road out of bankruptcy 
and held it for the next 28 years. 

Mather was able to convince a friend in Chicago, as 
well as members of the Sierra Club, to contribute to the 
$15,500 needed to buy the dilapidated route. However, 
about half the needed funds ultimately came out of 
Mather’s own pocket. Mather then reached an agreement 
with the Tuolumne County Engineering Department to 
survey the route. 

For most of its existence, the old mining road had 
not been maintained. Only the resident army tending 
Yosemite, sightseeing tourists on horseback, and Sierra 
Club members going to Tuolumne Meadows to hike and 
climb used the road as a trail to the backcountry.

With the financial help of the recently formed 
California Auto Club of Southern California, Mather 
arranged to have the long-disused road cleared. A crew 
went to work in 1915 as soon as the snowmelt allowed. 
They cleared boulders, trees, landslides and other obstruc-
tions, and went about filling in creeks with gravel to cre-
ate shallow crossing fords. Ten days after the Lesters had 
passed that way, Mather opened the new east-west route 
by smashing a bottle of Pacific Ocean water over a rock 
at the summit, allowing the water to flow both east and 
west. A more complete story of the route is told in Keith 
A. Trexler’s book, The Tioga Road, A History, 1883-1961 

The old Tioga Road looking east from Soda Springs, with Lembert 
Dome in the background.

The Tioga Road began as the “Great Sierra Wagon Road,” a 
mining route cleared in 1883.
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With seats for only seven 
people, the car was crowded 

with a total of nine 
passengers. Stiff springs made 

the ride extra bouncy.
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(1980, YNHA and NPS; out of print) and Yosemite’s Tioga 
Country: A History and Appreciation by Gene Rose (2006, 
Yosemite Association).

ADVENTURE OVER THE PASS

When the Lester family heard of the road’s opening, 
they were preparing for the trip home. The idea of going 
over Tioga Pass and returning home by way of Lake Tahoe 
was too tempting to resist. They had no idea they might 
be the first car to traverse this newly opened route from 
west to east. 

After lunch on July 8, the Lesters started the drive up the 
original Coulterville Road from near Cascade Falls. They 
then traveled through Big Meadow, crossing over to the 
Big Oak Flat Road, up Long Valley, and on to White Wolf. 

The car’s fuel tank held 20-25 gallons, and the auxil-
iary tank under the cowling held an additional 5-7 
gallons. At ten miles per gallon, and with between 25 and 
32 gallons, they had a range of about 250 to 320 miles. 
With a little luck and an extra five-gallon can of gas, they 
could make a 300-mile stretch without refueling. 

Having stopped at White Wolf, they continued on 
through a forest of lodgepole pines, past meadows of 
early summer wildflowers, and some of the most spec-
tacular views in the world. Then terror struck. They 
heard the unmistakable sound of stone striking sheet 

metal. Fred stopped immediately and discovered oil 
dripping from the oil pan. He quickly plugged the hole 
with a rag and wrapped baling wire around the engine 
block to clamp the cloth stopper in place. Amazingly, 
the wounded vehicle made it all the way home with this 
improvised repair.

Soon they passed spectacular Lake Tenaya. As de-
scribed in Trexler’s booklet, this section of road required 
100 charges of black powder to blast past the foot of the 
granite dome. This was the last section of the original 
mining road to be completed in the summer of 1883.

The Lesters pressed on, reaching Tuolumne Meadows 
before dark, deciding to camp by the River and retrace 
their path west in the morning. Nathan was struck by 
what is now believed to have been altitude sickness and 
developed a case of continuous shakes. The family gath-
ered enough wood to keep a fire ablaze all night and hud-
dled together to keep him warm. Years later, June recalled 
that dinner consisted of Campbell’s tomato soup, dried 
fruit and corn bread, with ample water for tea or coffee.

The next morning, they loaded up the car and went to 
the river for a final look. They found two road construc-
tion workers busy filling the river with gravel to create 
a ford with the help of mules and Fresno scrapers. The 
Lesters had to wait less than half an hour before they were 
able to attempt a crossing. The crew stood by with their 

Historic routes of the Tioga Road, from The Tioga Road: A History, 1883-1961. 1961, Yosemite Natural History Association and the 
National Park Service.
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animals and equipment until the car made it across, ready 
to pull the family to safety if the car bogged down. The 
workers informed the Lesters that they and their car were 
the first to cross the river. June wrote in her memoirs, “the 
first car to cross the T. River July 9, 1915.”

The travelers stopped near the summit to visit with the 
proprietor of what is today the Tioga Pass Resort. It was 
then called Gardiske’s Camp after Al Gardiske, a hunter, 
trapper, fisherman and entrepreneur who built the first 
cabin there in 1914. 

Family oral history relays the Lesters’ amazement upon 
reaching the top of the grade with its view of the great 
crevasse and treacherous road down Lee Vining Canyon. 
Not wishing to retrace their route west, down they went. 
Kate recalled, when interviewed at age 90 (she was five 
years old in 1915), that her father Nathan “got over his 
attack as soon as we reached the lower elevation at Lee 
Vining.”

As the family started north, departing Lee Vining, they 
encountered Conway Summit Grade. On this narrow sec-
tion they came upon an area covered with diamondback 
rattlesnakes. The travelers all feared for their safety as 
snakes struck the car left and right. For those few minutes 
they all thought the car would be disabled. There was no 
way they could have stopped to fix a punctured tire or 
repair the car, and their fate was uncertain. Fortunately, 
they pulled through unscathed. When the new Conway 
Summit Road was built in 1961, road workers killed 40 
rattlesnakes in one day, near the turnoff to Rattlesnake 
Gulch Road, according to Margaret Calhoun’s book 
Pioneers of Mono Basin. Apparently a colony of snakes still 
lives there. Locals claim this is the only place where snakes 
are commonly seen in the area.

Later in life, Fred Lester regaled family members with 
many stories of the 1915 trip. One anecdote concerned 
the rabbits on the road leading north toward Bridgeport. 
They were so plentiful and unafraid of cars that the poor 
little creatures were being flattened in great numbers. 
Fred would go on to say, “If you travel Highway 395 today 
you never see a rabbit.”

That evening, the family stopped at the grade leading 
to Lake Tahoe just before dark to fix dinner. Figuring no 
one would be traveling at night, they set up camp along 

the roadside. In the middle of the night they awoke to a 
great thundering noise. Jumping to their feet, they found 
a large herd of horses bearing down upon them. Fred 
recalled waving blankets frantically to ward off the horses, 
and barely avoiding being trampled. Wranglers were herd-
ing the stock west, traveling by night as was customary.

The next day they reached Lake Tahoe, where Nathan 
and Sylvia had honeymooned eight years earlier, and 
from there made the two-day trip over Donner Summit 
and back home to San Jose.

Not only was the Lester family the first to cross the 
Tuolumne River by auto, they were most likely the first to 
drive from Yosemite Valley to Lee Vining over the Tioga 
Pass. They would be the first of many drivers in the years 
to come. During the 1915 season alone, 190 cars entered 
the park from the east over Tioga Pass. The following 
year, 578 westbound autos checked in at the east entrance. 
Today, of course, the Tioga Road is one of the most 
beloved and picturesque drives in the park, a highlight for 
many thousands of visitors to Yosemite each year.

Ron Olmstead is the great-grandson of Sarah Lester 
and the grandson of Fred and June Lester. Growing 
up with family stories of travel and camping in the 
Sierra Nevada, he has developed an enduring fas-
cination with California history. He now lives in 
Hollister with his wife, Jo.

The original license plates from the 1914 Mitchell Touring Car the 
Lesters drove to Yosemite. They are held by Lee Lester, a grandson 
of Sarah Lester.
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The travelers all feared for 
their safety as rattlesnakes 
struck the car left and right.

For more reading: Yosemite’s Tioga Country: A History and Appreciation by Gene Rose 
is available from YA at www.yosemite.org or 209-379-2648. 



Oaks are a defining element of the California 
landscape. Found throughout the state, 
oaks occupy habitats from the coast to the 

Sierra Nevada and from the Oregon border to Mexico. 
Oscillations between glacial and non-glacial periods in 
the past have given oaks a unique evolutionary history 
in our state. Combined with California’s myriad topo-
graphic and climatic barriers, this background has led to 
the evolution of nine tree-sized oak species in the state. 

One of the most distinctive oak species growing 
in Yosemite National Park is the California black oak 
(Quercus kelloggii). Albert Kellogg, an early pioneer bota-
nist, first named this species “California black oak” for its 
dark bark. Our black oak looks very similar to other oaks 
found in the Midwest, East, and South. California black 
oak has palm-sized dark green leaves that turn yellow-
orange in fall, when they are shed by the tree. The large 
size and broad shape of a black oak’s leaves are among 
its most distinctive features. Most other California oaks 
have leaves that are evergreen, small, thick and adapted to 
warmer and drier regions of the state.

Within Yosemite, California black oak is found in the 
western regions of the park, generally between elevations 
of 2,000 feet and 6,500 feet. The species is a dominant 
or subdominant member of vegetation communities on 
approximately 41,300 acres, or roughly 5.5 percent, of the 
park’s area. Black oak is usually a subdominant canopy 
species when mixed with conifers such as ponderosa pine, 
incense cedar, Douglas-fir, and white fir, and broadleaf 
species such as canyon live oak and black cottonwood. 
However, it does form some pure stands within Yosemite 
Valley, Pate Valley and around Wawona. 

Oaks are unique in producing acorns, small, oblong, 
hard fruits composed largely of fats and some protein. 
Native Americans relied heavily on acorns for food, espe-
cially through winter. The acorns 
of black oaks were considered 
the tastiest of all the oaks of 
California. An individual oak can 
produce hundreds or even thou-
sands of acorns each year. 

Most oaks flower in the spring 
and produce ripe acorns the 
following autumn. However, a 
few oaks, including black oaks, 
require two years for their acorns 
to mature; flowers successfully 
pollinated in one spring will not 
mature until the fall of the fol-
lowing year. 

When black oaks first begin to leaf out in spring, they 
not only produce female flowers but also male flowers in 
structures called catkins. Wind blows the pollen from one 
tree to receptive female flowers on other trees. If pollina-
tion is successful, acorns will result.

In some years, oaks produce an abundance of acorns, 
while in other years they might be nearly barren. The 
phenomenon of widely variable acorn production from 
year to year is called masting. Many flowering and cone-
producing plants also mast. The size of an acorn crop can 
be partially explained by weather conditions during the 
time of pollination. A warm, dry spring when flowers are 
mature tends to favor high rates of successful pollination, 
followed by large acorn crops. In contrast, if the spring is 
wet and cool, pollination will not be as successful, leading 
to a smaller acorn crop. Oak ecologists have long specu-
lated about why oaks evolved to mast. One of the leading 
theories is called predator satiation. The idea is that if 
an oak produced the same number of acorns each year, 
acorn predators–deer, mice, birds, insects–would main-
tain their populations at a size that could take advantage 
of the entire crop each year. However, if the acorn crop 
varied from year to year, acorn predator populations 
would only be large enough to consume the entire crop in 
low yield years. In high acorn yield years, there would be 
acorns left over to sprout and produce new trees.

The Miwoks of Yosemite relied heavily on black oak 
acorns as a major part of their diet. They and other 
California Indians often used fire to alter and then main-
tain conditions favorable to certain species. Through oral 
histories and direct evidence by early Yosemite explorers, 
archeologists have documented that the Miwok of the 
Valley manipulated the environment to favor the black 
oak. Early Yosemite resident Galen Clark observed that 
“The Valley had been exclusively under the care and 

management of the Indians, 
probably for many centuries. 
[The Indians would] annually 
start fires in the dry season of 
the year and let them spread over 
the whole Valley to kill the young 
trees just sprouted and keep the 
forest groves open and clear … 
and to have clear grounds for 
hunting and gathering acorns.” 
The fires would kill shrubs and 
conifer seedlings around mature 

Y O S E M I T E ’ S  B L A C K  O A K S
BY BILL KUHN
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California black oaks and Yosemite Falls.
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black oak trees, aiding in the persistence of the oaks while 
ensuring the regrowth of grasses used for basket weaving.

Today’s groves of black oaks are likely the results of 
centuries of management by Native Americans, as well 
as over a century of management by Euro-Americans. 
The pure black oak stands of the Valley may be artificial 
creations. Virtually everywhere else in the park, black 
oaks are mixed with the more abundant conifers such 
as ponderosa pine and incense cedar. This may explain 
why these pure stands appear to be slowly declining; as 
adults die off, they are not being replaced by younger 
trees. However, many other factors could help to explain 
why we have pure stands of mature black oaks in the 
Valley. These include changes in Valley hydrology, climate 
change, and changes in the nature and abundance of 
wildlife. 

The declining stands of black oak within Yosemite 
Valley are located around the developed areas and adja-
cent to the larger meadows, particularly around Yosemite 
Village, the Ahwahnee Hotel, and El Capitan Meadow. 
Although august in appearance, these stands are com-
posed of older individuals that are decaying and dying, 
with no seedlings or saplings around them.

In some ways, the ecology and status of pure black 
oak stands in Yosemite Valley mirrors the situation of 
oaks across California. A number of oak species don’t 
appear to be producing enough new trees to maintain 
existing populations; however, statewide, black oaks 
are not apparently one of the species that suffers from 
this problem. 

Since black oaks in Yosemite Valley are a significant 
biological and aesthetic resource for wildlife, visitors, and 
Native Americans, the Yosemite Fund granted support 
for a scientific study to assess their status and popula-
tion trends within Yosemite Valley. The project exam-
ines the population structure of these trees throughout 
the Valley, studies changes in their distribution in the 
Valley over time using historical aerial photos, reviews 

Native American use and manipulation of black oaks in 
Yosemite, and analyzes how past land use, fire, hydrologi-
cal changes, and other factors may be influencing the 
future this species. When the project is completed this 
year, a final report and manuscripts will detail the study’s 
results. The final report will include recommendations 
to maintain black oak stands in Yosemite Valley, if this is 
deemed feasible.

Preliminary results indicate that the structure of black 
oak populations varies greatly throughout the Valley. 
Whereas the pure, declining stands of black oak around 
the Valley are heavily skewed toward older adults, other 
populations have individuals from many size classes. 

There are several possible explanations for why we see 
demographically skewed populations in some places but 
not others. Mammalian browsing could be one factor. 
Oaks are a preferred food source for deer. If deer densi-
ties are high, excessive browsing could keep oak seedling 
and sapling densities low. Since deer are protected within 
the park, their densities are likely much greater now than 
when Native Americans inhabited the land. Conifers, on 
the other hand, are not a preferred food source of brows-
ing animals, and we see many small, younger conifers, 
especially where the canopy is open and allows sufficient 
light to reach the forest floor. Changes in the hydrology of 
the Valley also may have affected the ability of black oaks 
to produce new seedlings from acorns in some areas. For 
example, the removal of a rock dam downstream of El 
Capitan Meadow may have made the land around some 
oak stands drier. Lack of fire, traditionally used by the 
Miwok, may partially explain why we see such variation in 
black oak demographics throughout the Valley. Oaks are 
adapted to recover from fire, as is evident in areas in the 
western part of the park that have burned in the last twenty 
years. Oaks may live for hundreds of years, surviving 
multiple fires by resprouting from the trunk base.

Whatever the reasons for the variation in black oak 
stand demographics and health that we see throughout 
the Valley, the distribution and abundance of this species 
in the Valley is unlikely to change much in the short term. 
The presence of black oak may shift slightly in the Valley 
in decades to come, but this tree is unlikely to disap-
pear. This singularly distinctive element of our park will 
remain here for present and future generations of visitors, 
Native Americans and wildlife to enjoy.

Bill Kuhn is a Landscape Ecologist with the Division 
of Resources Management and Science in Yosemite 
National Park.

Immature black oak acorns in spring.
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Every year it is the same. One low branch begins the 
season of fall, its leaves turning a bright red. Any 
native Californian will know—should know—that 

the bright red of this tree is not typical of the browns, 
oranges and yellows characteristic of autumn here. 
The tree is a sugar maple, one of two brought from 
Massachusetts; it grows near the Yosemite Valley Chapel.

That branch, reaching low in the southeast corner of 
the tree, is the first to change color. Every year. That tree is 
one of the first in the Valley to change. Every year. In part, 
it stood out to me because I grew up on the East Coast, 
where displays of fall color have no match. Over the years, 
this sugar maple has come to symbolize more than just 
the waning sun and colder nights. It is a link to another 
world, another environment. And it reminds me that I 
am a naturalist.

Five years ago, I told my father about a personal 
goal: to be a recognized naturalist in my community. It 
was one of those goal-setting phone conversations we 
have from time to time. In my mind, this goal would be 
achieved at some point after I had left Yosemite, while liv-
ing in a small town in rural California, or maybe Oregon. 
I envisioned working part-time at a nature center while 
home-schooling my kids. Arriving at my goal did not 
happen as I’d imagined. Instead of another place being 
the source of my naturalist knowledge, I became a natu-
ralist in Yosemite.

It only dawned on me when I began considering my 
imminent departure from the Valley. My husband Chris 
and I are moving to Dresden, Germany, a city known for 
the bombings to which it was subjected during WWII. 
What would it be like, living an urban life so differ-
ent from the rural life I lead now? Would there be high, 
reaching rock walls? Migrating birds? Would there even 
be trees? It seems silly, I realize, but I asked myself those 
questions. As I did, I saw the depths of my relationship to 
Yosemite and how this valley has shaped me. Somewhere 
in the processing was a recognition of how far I’ve come 
in this place. As a person. As a teacher. As a natural-
ist. Last year, I was asked to co-lead a YA seminar. I had 
already led a seminar on my own, but this offer stood 
out. I would lead this one with Pete Devine, my mentor. 
It was perhaps the greatest honor a naturalist, or anyone, 
could have. To be “seen” by your mentor, to be called 
upon as a force of your own. I am just starting to know 
what that is like. And now I am leaving, right at what 
only seems the beginning.

This article is not a resumé of my “achievements” 
in Yosemite nor an apprentice-surpasses-master tale. 
Instead, it is about what it has taken me to know a place 
and how I will bring that learning with me when I leave. 
This is what it means to be a naturalist.

i

It takes time.
How silly and obvious that sounds. When I first came to 
Yosemite, at age twenty-three, I never would have admit-
ted that time had such power. Now, leaving at age thirty-
one, time is everything. It is what it takes to know people, 
to know the land, to see the changes in both. There are a 
few things that I have seen only through time. The milk-
weed in Cook’s Meadow were not as abundant this year 
are they usually are. Is the meadow drying out? The giant 
sequoias in the Valley are browning. Are conditions at this 
elevation not favorable for their growth? All of this is old-
fashioned knowledge–learned in the field, over many sea-
sons, through oral teachings and my own observations. 

A  N A T U R A L I S T ’ S  T A L E
BY JOANNA COOKE 

The fiery fall foliage of a sugar maple stands out in 
California forests. M
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It takes aimlessness.
Working for the Yosemite Institute, I walked a lot of ground 
in this Valley. I’ve seen log jams along the river, tucked away 
from the trails where the great blue herons hide. Horsetail 
fields so high there could be a remnant dinosaur lurking 
among the bristles. Walking without direction allows any 
detail to become the destination–it brings one’s attention 
to the smaller parts that make up the whole.

It takes distance.
A few years ago, I took a trip to New Zealand. I realized 
while traveling that Yosemite was my home, and ques-
tioned why I would ever want to leave it and go some-
place else. There is so much still to learn about and see 
right here in the Sierra. Didn’t Galen Rowell say that of 
all the places he’d ever been, the Sierra was his favorite?

A few months ago, I went back to my home town in 
New Jersey. I had lived there for seventeen years; thirteen 
more had passed since I had been back. The first thing I 
noticed was the lack of trees; a bad storm a few years ago 
brought down most of the big oaks and maples that were 
older than many of the houses. As a kid, I knew the envi-
ronment intimately from playing in our backyard. 

Comparisons made possible by distance brings light to 
what we know, never saw before or can newly appreciate. 

It takes wondering and making stuff up.
As a naturalist, I don’t know names. Quercus and 
Equisetum are the only Latin words in regular use in my 
vocabulary. Instead, I am an asker of questions. Why 
don’t the live oak leaves at the top of the tree have spines 
like the lower ones do? Or, what advantage do the “scales” 
on incense cedars give compared to the needles on pines? 
I will notice details that others miss, ask questions that get 
everyone looking closer.

I can’t just ask questions, though. I playfully call this 
fantasizing, hypothesizing, pondering the why and how 
of the world “making stuff up.” Putting two pieces of 
information together through this guessing game gives a 
different sense of ownership or awareness. Think about 
the lost spring at Black’s Spring–there are two of them! 
But only one is visible to hikers, with a short jaunt off 
the trail. Where is the second, indicated on a map but 
nowhere to be seen? Could the wetlands, which formed 
when Northside Drive was built, have covered up the sec-
ond spring? There is a distinct spot just south of the trail 
where the second spring should be, that is always green 
with life. Or there is the bend in the road I take home 
every day, at Devil’s Elbow, below El Capitan. I saw the 
rocks blocking the natural flow of the river. No one had 
told me that the long run-out rock fall, as retired park 
historian Jim Snyder called it, is the main cause of the 
sharp bend in the river where summertime swimmers 
abound. Maybe you’ve figured this out, too.

i

I am moving to Germany soon; in fact, I may already 
be there as you read this. I am faced with how to reconcile 
the end of my developing status as a Yosemite naturalist. 
How can I leave when I am just getting started? Many 
friends have said that the process will not end, that I can 
continue to learn about Yosemite from afar, and that I will 
use the knowledge that I gained here any other place that 
I go. No doubt what they say is true. So I will embrace 
the distance. But time and aimlessness and making stuff 
up exist only through first-hand experiences. There is no 
consolation for losing the walks in the field.

As with my trip to New Zealand, it takes going to 
Germany to come back to my home in Yosemite. Leaving 
shows me the impact of my time here. What have I 
gained, beyond the “facts”? The knowledge that nothing 
beats walking the landscape. The awareness that time isn’t 
of the essence, it is the essence; that all things come to 
light and meaning through it. Time enables the aimless-
ness, the making up stuff and the distance.

What would have happened had I really left Yosemite 
five years ago, when I left for the “first” time? (When was 
your “first” time to leave? We all have at least one.) Maybe 
I would have missed it, the people and the place. Maybe I 
would have gone on to learn the same lessons someplace 
else. But I stayed. And Yosemite is, in a way, the birthplace 
of who I am. In the literal sense, Chris and I may one day 
return to the walled Valley in the Range of Light. In the 
figurative sense, every place I go, everywhere I walk, I will 
see through the lens of what I have learned here. Because 
of Yosemite, I call myself a naturalist.

I am thinking back to the sugar maple, turning red as 
the seasons change. In Germany, what will become my 
new maple tree? What will I see that will connect me to 
my time in Yosemite? We will arrive in the middle of win-
ter. So I think the first signs of spring will speak to me the 
most and bring my attention to the changes of the urban 
natural world, rather than fall here in the Sierra. I will 
let go of the maple, after one last pilgrimage. And I will 
be open to whatever my new home offers me. But who 
knows? Maybe Dresden has a sugar maple, too.

Joanna Cooke lived for seven and a half years in 
Yosemite Valley working for the Yosemite Institute, 
the National Park Service and the Yosemite 
Association. She recently learned that outside 
Dresden there are 1,000 foot cliffs and the best hiking 
in Germany. She hasn’t seen a sugar maple yet.
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Clockwise, from upper left: great blue heron, 
canyon live oak, purple milkweed, horsetail, 
incense cedar scales and tree
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The first of six permanent, state-of-the-art exhib-
its for visitors at Hetch Hetchy Reservoir was 
unveiled on May 7, 2007. The exhibits highlight 

the Hetch Hetchy Water and Power System, as well as the 
many wonderful recreational opportunities in the Hetch 
Hetchy watershed. 

Featured in the exhibits are the 68-mile-long Hetch 
Hetchy Railroad; trails and waterfalls in the Hetch Hetchy 
watershed; water quality and the measures taken to pro-
tect it; the building of O’Shaughnessy Dam; and the clean 
renewable hydropower produced by this project. One 
display features a large-format map of Yosemite National 
Park and a northwest trails map of the Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir recently published by National Geographic 
Maps in partnership with the Yosemite Association. 

More than 50,000 people visit the northwestern por-
tion of Yosemite National Park, which encompasses the 
459-square-mile Hetch Hetchy watershed. This pristine 
watershed has 287 miles of trails, including a portion of 
the Pacific Crest Trail, that offer visitors a less populated 
experience than other parts of the park. 

These exhibits were created by the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) in partnership 
with Yosemite National Park. Made of porcelain enamel 
and Corten steel, the exhibit panels are designed to blend 
into the surrounding natural beauty of the park and 
withstand the harsh weather conditions of the Sierra 
Nevada.

H E T C H  H E T C H Y  H I S T O R Y
SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION UNVEILS PERMANENT 
HISTORY EXHIBITS FOR VISITORS
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P A R K  P R O F I L E
HARRY RAMIREZ

Name: Harry Ramirez 

Job Title: Backcountry Ranger
 
Hometown: Calexico, California
 
Education: Currently a biological science major at 
UC Merced; will graduate in May 2008
 
Total number of years working in Yosemite: 
Two seasons
 
Describe your first visit to Yosemite. Through campus 
recreation at UC Merced I visited Yosemite for the first 
time in August 2005. On the first day I found myself 
pulling bull thistle from Sentinel Meadow and marveling 
at the scenic views the Valley floor had to offer. I thought 
Yosemite was a very large and unfamiliar place were I 
could easily get lost. I remember hiking up the famous 
John Muir Trail (not knowing it was the JMT) and 
thinking, “I’m really out of shape.”

What was your first job in Yosemite? During the 
summer of 2006, I was a YA cooperative student intern 
in Wawona. I developed and led weekly ecology programs 
in the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias, created and 
conducted a weekly natural history program on moun-
tain lions, and provided informational resources to 
park visitors.

What do you do now? I have arguably the neatest job in 
the park. I work in the Yosemite Valley Wilderness Center 
issuing wilderness permits; when I’m not doing that, I’m 
patrolling Yosemite’s wilderness. I protect the park.

What do you enjoy most about your current job? I like 
talking to people before they enter the wilderness about 
wilderness ethics. I really appreciate my NPS and YA 
coworkers, too.

How did your cooperative student intern experience 
prepare you for your current job? It helped me become 
familiar with the park and the wonderful people who 
work here. I also learned many valuable skills and now 
feel that a park service career is within my reach.

What do you think is the most important thing we 
(the Yosemite community) can do to encourage today’s 
culturally diverse population to become stewards of 
this place? Get people here. Once people see the park, 
Yosemite very discreetly speaks for itself.
 
What is your favorite place in Yosemite? I love the 
northern part of the park because it’s very quiet and 
rugged.
 
What is your favorite Yosemite book? Hiking Yosemite 
by Suzanne Swedo. 
 

What is your favorite non-Yosemite book? The Dark 
Tower series by Stephen King. The Dark Tower books 
have a western horror and fantasy touch to them, which 
I enjoy.

Who is your favorite historical figure? Abraham 
Lincoln, because in 1864 he signed the bill presented by 
Congress that placed Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa 
Grove under the protection of the state of California. 

What do you think YA’s most important role is?
Education! If the public is informed of the resources 
available and how conservation is central to the park idea, 
America’s national parks will remain at the fingertips of 
all visitors for generations to come. America’s great idea 
must be conserved.

What else do you want to tell our readers that I 
haven’t asked? Yosemite belongs to us all, yet we know 
that it must remain a wilderness. The untrammeled 
nature of Yosemite is what makes it so special.
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Interns will be winding down their summers soon to 
return to school at UC Merced after a full season here. 
We’re very pleased to have worked with NPS to house, 
train and provide scholarships to nine interns this year. 
They’ve worked with Interpretation, Wilderness and 
Wildlife to care for resources and inform the public. 

Some of them will continue their Yosemite con-
nections during the academic year by working at 
the Yosemite desk in the campus recreation center. 
We are very pleased to have three prior interns 
return with seasonal NPS jobs this summer: Harry 
Ramirez, Carla Saldana and Janet Melgoza. This is 
just the kind of outcome we are hoping will build 
a diverse constituency for places like Yosemite. If 
you’d like to contribute to this effort, we could use 
your financial support to sustain and expand this 
program. Please contact Pete or Laurel at the YA 
office to learn more about how you can encour-
age the next generation to become caretakers of 
Yosemite.

“Meet Yosemite!,” our experiment in walk-in 
interpretive programming, is off to a good start. Using 
the Yosemite Art and Education Center near the Village 
Store as a base, YA is offering reasonably-priced programs 
four days a week to reach more visitors and earn income 
to support our education programs. Pete Devine is con-
ducting most of the programs, which include a popular 
birdwalk and a junior ranger program. One all-day walk 
examines the details of natural ‘catastrophes’ like Mono 
Winds, earthquakes, fires, rockfalls, floods and even evi-
dence from a recent volcanic eruption. Another all-day 
program is a spin-off of the new book “Off the Wall: 
Death in Yosemite” to study the places where people have 
met untimely ends. 

Pete says, “We saw all three species of swifts on one 
morning’s birdwalk, and I’ve had terrific fun getting kids 
sworn in as junior rangers. I’m excited about using what 
we call ‘disasters’ as a way to look at both history and 
natural history, and want to use the unfortunate history 
of fatal accidents in the park to prevent future problems 
for people who come to enjoy this beautiful place.” 

In his thirtieth year of teaching for YA, author and 
naturalist Michael Ross is headlining “Meet Yosemite!” 
programs in Tuolumne Meadows this summer. His pro-
grams on geology, botany, birds and one just for kids and 
families are meeting valuable interpretive needs in the 
high country at this time of year.

We plan to continue Yosemite Valley programs into the 
fall, too, so check the park newspaper, Yosemite Today, for 
YA offerings when you’re in the park. 

E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S

Learning geology with Pete Devine.

Our UC Merced interns arrive in the park.
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Custom Adventures continue to grow in 
popularity for families and other groups who want a 
naturalist to accompany them on the trail for the day. 
Consider arranging this educational experience through 
YA for your next outing in the park. Here’s what a recent 
client had to say about their day afield with naturalist 
LothLorien Stewart: 

Hello! I can’t thank you enough for setting us up to 
have Lothy for the day on Sunday. She was AWESOME! 
We hated to say goodbye to her at the end of the day. We 
thoroughly enjoyed Glacier Point and especially the hike 
up Vernal Fall. I don’t know if we would have toughed it 
out without her encouragement. She was very friendly, 
and she fit right in with our senses of humor...ha ha ha! 
She knew so much information and felt free to share it 
with us throughout the day. We all agreed that it was 
money well spent! Please know that Lothy is an amazing 
“employee” of yours!

—C. MERRIWEATHER PARTY, MAY 2007

Outdoor Adventures continue with late sum-
mer and fall field seminars to deepen your education 
and experience of the park. There are five courses sched-
uled for the Tuolumne Meadows area, on either side of 
the September 8 Members’ Meeting. We are pleased to 
have the author of the monumental An Illustrated Flora 
of Yosemite, Steve Botti, leading courses on both Friday 
and Sunday. Fall also promises outstanding art and pho-
tography courses with masters of today such as Andie 
Thrams, Chris van Winkle, Ken Rockwell, Keith Walklet, 
Dave Wyman, and Lucy Parker’s unique Indian basketry 
course. YA’s Pete Devine and NPS geologist Greg Stock 
are leading an elite excursion to measure the shrinking 
Maclure Glacier in September. And Ranger Dick Ewart 
will lead another fall exploration of the elements in “Ice, 
Wind and Fire.” Your higher education awaits!

Yosemite Art and Education Center
If you’re in Yosemite Valley this season, please come by 
the Yosemite Art and Education Center at the lower end 
of the pedestrian mall in Yosemite Village. Here you’ll 
find art supplies and free public art classes six days a 
week, taught by a different artist each week. You can 
find a list of artists on our website at www.yosemite.
org/visitor/AAC.html. At the YAEC you can also learn 
more about our Outdoor Adventures and sign up for 
an interpretive program on the spot. We’ll be con-
ducting a new series of fee-based naturalist hikes this 
summer, in both the Valley and Tuolumne Meadows. 
These provide hikes in a different avenue for visitors 
both new to Yosemite and familiar with the essen-
tials to connect to the charms of their park. You’ll find 
more details in the park’s newspaper, Yosemite Today.

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION 
PARTNERS WITH LEAVE 
NO TRACE
To support the National Park 
Service in promoting sensitive use 
of Yosemite’s popular wilderness 
and frontcountry, we’ve joined with 
the nonprofit Leave No Trace, Inc. to help spread 
the word about the practices and philosophy of 
traveling gently on the land. Look in our book-
stores for literature that addresses LNT issues. 

The seven principles of LNT are:
• Plan ahead and prepare;
• Travel and camp on durable surfaces;
• Properly dispose of waste;
• Leave what you find;
• Minimize fire impacts;
• Respect wildlife;
• Be considerate of other visitors.

A group of good friends on a custom adventure.
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M E M B E R S  P A G E S
Jack Laws to Headline 32nd Annual Members’ Meeting
Naturalist, educator and artist John 

(Jack) Muir Laws delights in explor-

ing the natural world and sharing this 

love with others. He promises to do just 

that at YA’s 32nd Annual Fall Members’ 

Meeting on Saturday, September 8, 2007. 

Laws will be the featured speaker at our 

afternoon gathering outside Tuolumne 

Lodge, and will sign books at the recep-

tion immediately following the meeting.

Laws has worked as an environmental 

educator for over 25 years in California, 

Wyoming and Alaska. He is trained as 

a wildlife biologist and is a research 

associate of the California Academy of 

Sciences. His illustrations capture the 

feeling of the living plant or animal, 

while also including details critical for 

identification. He teaches classes on 

natural history, conservation biology, 

scientific illustration and field sketching. 

His newly-released book, The Laws Field 

Guide to the Sierra Nevada, is a guide to 

more than 1,700 species of plants and 

animals, beautifully illustrated with 

2,710 original watercolor paintings. 

An accomplished author, Laws has also  

published Sierra Birds: a Hiker’s Guide, 

and is a regular contributor to Bay 

Nature magazine. 

Park superintendent Mike Tollefson, 

Board Chair Christy Holloway and YA 

Chief Executive Officer David Guy will 

address the Saturday afternoon assem-

blage as well. We will offer a variety 

of interpretive walks on Saturday and 

Sunday morning, an optional buffet 

lunch on Saturday, book signings with 

authors Jack Laws, Susan Snyder (Past 

Tents—The Way We Camped), and Steve 

Botti (An Illustrated Flora of Yosemite 

National Park), and our popular fund-

raising raffle. 

You can round out your members’ meet-

ing experience by taking an Outdoor 

Adventure conveniently scheduled 

on Friday or Sunday of that weekend 

for a modest additional fee. Enroll in 

Pete Devine’s “North Dome Day Hike” 

or Steve Botti’s “Tuolumne Meadows 

Botany Stroll” on Friday, and Michael 

Ross’ “Autumn Birding in Yosemite” or 

Steve Botti’s “Budd Lake Botanists Hike” 

on Sunday for unforgettable all-day out-

ings with talented naturalists. Proceeds 

from the Outdoor Adventure program 

directly benefit Yosemite, and YA mem-

bers receive a 15% tuition discount. For 

more information or to register for an 

Outdoor Adventure, please call 209-379-

2321 or visit yosemite.org/seminars.

Information about the members’ meet-

ing and Tuolumne Lodge tent cabin 

lottery was mailed to all members in late 

June. Competition for on-site lodging 

is fierce, but many other lodging and 

camping options exist; there is room 

for everyone at this gathering. Call the 

membership department at 209-379-

2317 for more information. We hope 

you’ll join us in Tuolumne!

Upgrade Today—Be Part of Something Special
Member dues and donations provide vital support for YA’s education and stewardship programs in Yosemite. We invite 

you to help broaden our reach by upgrading your membership or making an additional gift to YA today. With your 

support, we can expand our cooperative student intern program, develop more innovative field seminars, 

promote artistic expression, launch important publications, and involve more talented members in our 

nationally-recognized volunteer programs that give back to the park. To show our appreciation, you will 

be invited to special gatherings that celebrate this new level of support.

Benefactor, Patron and Sustaining members, as well as those who have given $250 or more to YA in the last 

year, are invited to attend a special evening reception on Friday, September 7, 2007 at Parsons Lodge. Meet our 

members’ meeting speakers Jack Laws and Superintendent Tollefson, along with YA board and staff, as you enjoy wine, 

appetizers and a sublime alpine sunset. 

Benefactor members, as well as those who have given $1,000 or more to YA in the last year, are invited to an elegant 

fall outdoor dinner on the Ahwahnee Meadow on October 6, 2007. This convivial gathering is hosted by DNC Parks 

& Resorts at Yosemite to honor YA’s most generous supporters. This weekend will include a guided viewing of the 

park’s Chiura Obata exhibit with guest curator (and Obata’s granddaughter) Kimi Kodani Hill.

Separate invitations will be mailed to those who qualify for these exclusive events. If you would like to attend 

either, there is still time to make a donation or upgrade your membership! Please call the membership 

department at 209-379-2317 for more information.

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK LAWS
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Several members of YA’s board of trustees have reached their term limits or are 

not seeking reelection in 2008. The Association’s bylaws state that candidates for 

the office of elected trustee will be selected by a nominating committee which is 

appointed from the membership of the Association by the Chairperson, with the 

concurrence of the board. Giving consideration to the knowledge and experience 

most needed to guide the Association’s strategic direction, the nominating committee 

prepares a list of candidates for each seat on the board. The nominating committee 

presents its candidates to the members at the annual meeting, which will be held on 

September 8, 2007. 

The members may, by petition, nominate additional candidates that are different 

from those selected by the nominating committee. Petitions nominating candidates 

must be on the forms available from the Association office. The petitions must 

be signed by 4% of the members, whose signatures may be collected throughout 

the year. To be valid, these petitions must be filed with the board Chairperson or 

the CEO by 5:00 p.m. on the day of the annual meeting, or by the close of the 

annual meeting, whichever time is later. Upon request, the Association will mail 

nominating materials to the membership on behalf of the petitioner and at the 

petitioner’s expense. 

If in a given year there are only as many candidates as there are openings, the board 

generally votes to approve the slate without incurring the expense of an election 

mailing to the membership. Please contact the YA office if you have any questions 

about this process.

Volunteer in Yosemite Valley 
Did you miss the chance to volunteer 

with YA this summer? Want to give 

something back, but don’t have an entire 

week or month to spare? 

Here’s a solution: join the weekly Drop-

in Program of the Habitat Protectors of 

Yosemite (HaPY). HaPY volunteers work 

alongside Resources Management and 

Science staff to remove invasive plants 

and assist with other habitat restoration 

projects in Yosemite Valley.

This four-hour program allows volun-

teers of all ages to experience restoration 

efforts in Yosemite firsthand. If you’re in 

the Valley and have some time to assist, 

drop on in. All ages are welcome, though 

children under the age of sixteen require 

a chaperone.

HaPY Drop-in Program Details:

Where: Yosemite Valley Visitor Center

When: 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Saturdays: August 4 & 18, September 15, 

October 6 & 20

Wednesdays: August 8 & 22, September 

12 & 26, October 10 & 24 

Groups larger than ten must pre-register. 

All volunteers must wear long pants 

and closed-toe boots. Long sleeves, 

water, snacks, and sunblock are strongly 

recommended.

For more information and registration, 

please call:

Resources Management and Science, 

Vegetation and Ecological Restoration 

Volunteer coordinators at 209-379-1304 

or email Veronica_Johnson@nps.gov.

MEMBER INFO LINE

If you’re planning a trip to Yosemite 
and have questions, give our phone 
line a call between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. We don’t make reservations, 
but we can give appro priate phone 
numbers and usually lots of helpful 
advice. Call us at 202-379-2317.

YA Board Election of Candidates

New Discount at Sequoia High Sierra Camp
Here is a special offer for Yosemite Association members! The Sequoia High Sierra 

Camp invites you to enjoy a special 20% off discounted rate for the 2007 season.

Located in the secluded backcountry of 

Giant Sequoia National Monument, the 

camp features thirty-six spacious canvas 

bungalows with deluxe guest comforts 

such as daily maid service, steaming 

hot showers, plush-top beds with triple-

sheeted linens, and three gourmet 

meals prepared fresh daily by an on-site 

executive chef. 

For recreation, enjoy a picnic lunch on a multitude of scenic day hikes on Sequoia 

National Forest land. Excellent fly fishing abounds in numerous nearby creeks and 

mountain lakes. Bring your binoculars and cameras to view the spectacular wildlife and 

panoramic vistas.

Advance phone reservations are necessary and may be made 

toll-free at 866-654-2877. You must state that you are a Yosemite 

Association member when making your reservations to receive 

the 20% discount.

This discount offer is valid through October 7, 2007 (or the sea-

sonal closure of the camp, if earlier). You can learn more about 

this “oasis in the wilderness” by visiting the camp’s website at 

www.sequoiahighsierracamp.com.
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Saturday, August 4
The Standing Trees in Tenaya Lake: Their 

1,000-Year Story

Slide presentation by Edmund Andrews, 

Hydrologist, U.S. Geological Survey

An Evening of Stories 

7:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.

Performance by writer/storyteller Gioia 

Timpanelli

Sunday, August 5
The Rustic Style in Tuolumne Meadows: 

Architecture and Landscape Design

Slide presentation by Timothy Babalis, 

NPS Landscape Historian 

Nature Stories and Place: Bringing 

Natural History, Old Texts, and Stories 

Together

3:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.

Workshop with writer/storyteller Gioia 

Timpanelli

Saturday, August 11
Meltdown: The Rise and Recent Fall of 

Sierra Nevada Glaciers

Slide presentation by Greg Stock, Park 

Geologist

Sunday, August 12
Deep Economy: The Wealth of 

Communities and the Durable Future

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Talk and discussion with Bill McKibben, 

author

Saturday and Sunday, August 18 and 19
11th Annual Tuolumne Meadows Poetry 

Festival

Poets Dorianne 

Laux, David Mas 

Masumoto, and 

Kay Ryan 

Musician Shira 

Kammen, violin 

and vielle

Saturday, August 25
Time Travelers, Shape Shifters, and 

Innovators: The Origin and Evolution of 

the California Flora

Slide presentation by Erik Westerlund, 

Ranger Naturalist

Sunday, August 26
Shaping a Vision for the Wild and Scenic 

Tuolumne River

Slides, talk, and discussion with Kristina 

Rylands, NPS Tuolumne Planning

Project Manager

Parsons Memorial Lodge Summer Series’ 16th Season Underway
The Yosemite Association is proud to help support the Parsons Memorial Lodge Summer Series, underway now at Tuolumne 

Meadows. We invite you to stop in and experience these educational, inspirational and entertaining offerings. All programs, unless 

otherwise noted, begin at 2:00 p.m. and last approximately one hour. Allow 30 minutes of walking time to Parsons Memorial Lodge 

from either the Lembert Dome parking area or the Tuolumne Meadows Visitor Center. Admission is free. 

The Summer Series is supported by the National Park Service, 

Yosemite Association, Loralee Tucker Hiramoto Memorial 

Fund, Friends of Parsons Lodge, Institute for Law and Systems 

Research, and Poets & Writers, Inc. through a grant it has 

received from The James Irvine Foundation and the Hearst 

Foundation.

Oops! Pardon our Mistake!
In June we mailed a batch of renewal reminders to various 

members, only to discover after it was sent that a printing glitch 

added an extra name to some people’s reminder forms. If you 

are one of the unlucky recipients of an extra name you don’t 

recognize on your renewal reminder, please be assured that our 

database is correct and just the printout is in error. We apologize 

for any concern or inconvenience this problem caused you. We 

are working hard to address the issue. In the meantime, if you 

want to renew your membership using the faulty renewal form, 

simply cross off the extra name and return it as usual. Questions 

or concerns? Please call the Membership Department at 209-

379-2317 and we’ll be glad to help.

Occasionally we have the opportunity to trade our mailing list 

with other nonprofit organizations, to increase our respective 

membership rosters and enhance our ability to support our parks 

or institutions. List trades are invaluable to nonprofits because 

they introduce us to new potential members while helping us 

minimize our operational costs. 

Although we have rarely capitalized on such opportunities, we 

would like to be able to do so when we know the other organiza-

tions to be reputable and to have something of value to offer to 

our members. If you would prefer not to have us share your name 

and address, please notify the Membership department by calling 

us at 209-379-2317, by sending an e-mail to info@yosemite.org, 

or by mailing a note to us at P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318. 

All “do not share” requests will be acknowledged and honored 

in perpetuity. Note that telephone numbers and e-mail addresses 

are not released or traded for any reason. 

May We Share Your Address With Other Nonprofits?
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Daily through Oct 21: 
Yosemite Museum exhibit: 
“Chiura Obata: Art of 
Yosemite 1927–1950”

Early Oct: tentative 
seasonal closing date for 
Wawona Information Station 
at Hill’s Studio

Oct 1-6: YAEC: Kirah Van 
Sickle, Acrylics—Yosemite 
Diamond

Oct 6: Donor Dinner on the 
Ahwahnee Meadow, hosted 
by DNC

Oct 8-13: YAEC: Andie 
Thrams, The Illuminated 
Field Journal

Mid-Oct: tentative seasonal 
closing date for Mariposa 
Grove Museum and Big Oak 
Flat Information Station

Oct 15-20: YAEC: Mariko 
Lofink, Waterfalls and 
Streams – Watercolor

Oct 19-21: OA #25: Forest 
Illuminations with Andie 
Thrams

Oct 21: last day to view 
Yosemite Museum exhibit: 
“Chiura Obata: Art of 
Yosemite 1927 – 1950”

Oct 22-24: OA #26: 
Autumn Light Photography 
with Dave Wyman and Ken 
Rockwell

Oct 22-27: YAEC: Sonja 
Hamilton, Autumn Color 
Watercolor

Daily: Yosemite Museum 
exhibit: “Chiura Obata: Art 
of Yosemite 1927–1950”

Early August: Summer 
2007 issue of quarterly 
members’ journal Yosemite 
to be sent

Aug 3-5: OA #29: Half 
Dome Overnight with Pete 
Devine

Aug 6-11: YAEC: David A. 
Deyell, Fun with Watercolor

Aug 9-12: OA #23: 
Tuolumne Meadows en Plein 
Air with Chuck Waldman

August 12-18: Wilderness 
Restoration Work Week 
(Sunrise High Sierra Camp)

Aug 13-18: YAEC: Frank 
Paulsen, Drawing with 
Colored Pencils/Pastels

Aug 19-24: OA #30: 
Advanced Backpack to the 
Cathedral Range with Dick 
Ewart

Aug 20-25: YAEC: Milton 
Bullard, Sketching Yosemite

Aug 27-Sep 1: YAEC: Pam 
Pederson, Travel Sketching

Daily: Yosemite Museum 
exhibit: “Chiura Obata: Art 
of Yosemite 1927–1950”

Sep 3: YA Administrative 
Office closed for Labor Day 
holiday

Sep 3-8: YAEC: Osamu 
Saito, Watercolor by Osamu

Sep 7: OA #33: North 
Dome Day Hike with Pete 
Devine

Sep 7: OA #34: Tuolumne 
Meadows Botany Stroll with 
Steve Botti

Sep 7: Donor reception at 
Parsons Lodge

Sep 8: 32nd Annual 
Members’ Meeting with nat-
uralist/illustrator Jack Laws, 
Tuolumne Lodge

Sep 9: OA #35: Autumn 
Birding in Tuolumne with 
Michael Ross

Sep 9: OA #36: Budd Lake 
Botanists Hike with Steve 
Botti

Sep 10-15: YAEC: 
Marcy Wheeler, Acrylics—
Impressive and Expressive 
Yosemite

Sep 14-16: OA #37: Ice, 
Wind, and Fire with Dick 
Ewart

Sep 14-16: Winter Ready 
Work Weekend (White Wolf)

Mid-Sep: tentative seasonal 
closing date for Happy Isles 
Nature Center

Sep 16-22: Yosemite Valley 
Fall Restoration Work Week 
(Yosemite Valley)

Sep 17-21: OA #24: Quick 
Sketching in Watercolor with 
Chris van Winkle

Sep 17-22: YAEC: Richard 
D. Keyes, Travel Vignettes 
with Pen and Ink

Sep 20-23: OA #41: 
Maclure Glacier Survey with 
Pete Devine and Greg Stock

Sep 24-29: YAEC: Pat 
Hunter, Watercolor

Sep 29-30: OA #39: 
Miwok-Paiute Seedbeater 
Basketry with Lucy Parker

Late Sep: tentative seasonal 
closing date for Tuolumne 
Visitor Center

A S S O C I A T I O N  D A T E S
Legend:

OA = Outdoor Adventure
YAEC = Yosemite Art & Education Center free courses

For an expanded events calendar, visit yosemite.org/member/calendar.htm

To register for an Outdoor Adventure or to book a custom adventure, call 209-379-2321 or visit 
yosemite.org/seminars. Proceeds from all YA programs help support Yosemite!

A
U
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Early Nov: Fall 2007 issue 
of quarterly members’ 
journal Yosemite to be sent

Nov 8-11: OA #27: 
Focusing on Nature: Autumn 
Photography in Yosemite 
with Keith Walklet

Mid-Nov: Ostrander Ski 
Hut lottery applications due

Nov 22-23: YA 
Administrative Office closed 
for Thanksgiving holiday

N
O

V.

Dec 8: OA #38: 
Woodpeckers: the Quest for 
Eleven with Pete Devine

Mid-Dec: Ostrander Ski 
Hut opens for the winter

Dec 24-25: YA 
Administrative Office closed 
for Christmas

D
EC

.
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BOOKS

New Guardians for the Golden Gate:
 How America Got a Great National Park

by Amy Meyer 

National parks are a distinctively American idea. But it takes people to make 

them happen. This unique, insider’s account tells how Bay Area activists 

forged bipartisan local and national support for an unprecedented campaign 

to create a great new national park. In 1970, beginning with the former 

Army lands originally reserved to protect San Francisco Bay, the grassroots 

People for a Golden Gate National Recreation Area succeeded in preserving 

the spectacular land that frames the Golden Gate. In a story spanning more 

than thirty eventful years, Amy Meyer tells how dedicated citizens, including 

visionary conservationist Edgar Wayburn, master politician Phillip Burton 

and a battalion of lesser-known but key allies made our democratic system work for the common good.

 A bold vision, dedicated citizens, and a variety of old and new conservation strategies saved these

 dramatic and historic lands for the American people. Pictures by noted California photographers

 capture the park’s grandeur and new activities. Hardcover $24.95 Member Price $21.21

Geological Ramblings in Yosemite
by N. King Huber

Geological Ramblings in Yosemite is a collection of essays by N. King Huber, a Geologist 

Emeritus with the U.S. Geological Survey who amassed extensive field experience in 

Yosemite National Park. Writing for a non-technical audience interested in geology and 

including 90 black and white photos, diagrams and maps, Huber tells the dramatic story 

of how the park (with particular emphasis on Yosemite Valley) has been shaped by volca-

noes, glaciers, streams, erosion and rock slides. His essays pay tribute to early geologists 

as well as the evolution of our understanding of the geological forces at work in the park. 

He discusses how these scientific pioneers reached their conclusions and how modern 

geologists come to theirs. $16.95 Member Price $14.41

The Buffalo Soldier 
by Sherry Garland

Using the perspective of a fictional recruit, Garland recounts the 

history of the two African American cavalry regiments that served the 

U.S. from 1866 through 1953. Nicknamed “buffalo soldiers” by the 

Cheyenne Indians for their curly hair and bravery, the men protected 

settlers on the western frontier, marched up San Juan Hill in 1898, and 

continued to serve in separate regiments until the military was inte-

grated at the end of the Korean War. Garland’s mythical enlistee sees 

the regiment as a means to earn a steady income, obtain an education, 

and gain respect, despite adversity on and off the battlefield. Himler’s 

vibrant illustrations capture the broad vistas of western landscapes, the 

excitement of horseback pursuit, and the hardships of the work, while 

conveying respect for the loyal soldiers who endured it all. An author’s 

note provides more information about these soldiers and their contribu-

tions, making this an excellent introduction to a sometimes-overlooked part of American history. —Kay Weisman, 

American Library Association. Reading level: Ages 9–12. Hardcover $15.95 Member Price $13.56

Y O S E M I T E  C A T A L O G 
To see an expanded list of the Yosemite Store’s products, 

visit our secure online site at: www.yosemitestore.com
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GIFTS 2008 Yosemite National Park Calendar
John Muir lived in the Yosemite Valley from 1868 to 

1873 and wrote, “Nowhere will you see the majestic 

operations of nature more clearly revealed beside the 

frailest, most gentle and peaceful things.” The Yosemite 

calendar shares the spirit of awe Muir felt so clearly 

more than 130 years ago. Featuring full-color

 photographs of Yosemite National Park in all seasons. 

$13.95 Member Price $11.86

Tuolumne Meadows and Wawona Logo T-Shirts
These colorful shirts sport the new logos developed by Michael Osborne 

Design for YA’s park identity program. The stone-washed shirts are printed 

on the left chest with ‘Experience Your Yosemite,’ and carry a full-color logo 

(about 9 inches across) on their backs. The Tuolumne Meadows 

adult-sized shirts are garment-dyed in Chrome, while the Wawona 

adult-sized shirts are dyed Goldenrod. All shirts are available 

in sizes Small, Medium, Large, X-Large, and XX-Large. The 

shirt sizes run slightly large. These pre-shrunk, 100% cotton, 

garment-washed t-shirts are manufactured by Anvil. 

$16.00 Member Price $13.60

Counting Sheep: Restoring the Sierra Nevada Bighorn DVD
What happens when a protected predator threatens an endangered species? 

High in California’s Sierra Nevada, the last few native bighorn sheep are fight-

ing for survival. Threats from mountain lions have forced wildlife officials to 

take extraordinary measures to protect the bighorn. Two remarkable men stand 

between the bighorn and extinction. An oboe-playing mountain man turned 

consummate scientist has an unlikely ally: a mountain lion tracker of skill and 

instinct, a modern day frontiersman. This stunning film, eleven years in the 

making, features the world’s only footage of Sierra bighorn sheep. Counting 

Sheep was a People’s Choice Award Winner at the Wild & Scenic Environmental 

Film Festival in 2004. 

$24.95 Member Price $21.21

To see an expanded list of the Yosemite Store’s products, 
visit our secure online site at: www.yosemitestore.com
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To see an expanded list of the Yosemite Store’s products, 
visit our secure online site at: www.yosemitestore.com

MAPS

Yosemite National Park Explorer 3D
 Interactive Trails Illustrated Map CD ROM

Trails Illustrated’s latest maps are available digitally with added 

features to help you create the exact map you need. Automatically 

highlight a selected trail on the map to see the elevation profile, get 

GPS waypoints, view the trail in 3D, or draw your own route off the 

beaten path. View the maps in 3D—either fly along a trail or get a 

360-degree view of any point on the map. A resizable split screen 

enables you to view the maps in 3D and 2D simultaneously. Enhance 

your GPS device by transferring waypoints and routes between the 

software and your handheld GPS unit. Customize the maps with 

digital photos, notes, and symbols, add latitude/longitude or UTM 

grids, center on the area you want, and print on your home printer in 

color or grayscale. $14.95 Member Price $12.71

Sierra Nevada Map and Poster
From Lassen Volcanic National Park through the 

High Sierra to Tehachapi Pass, this map displays the 

entire Sierra Nevada range in one continuous sweep of 

mountain landscape. Includes Yosemite, Kings Canyon, 

Sequoia National Park, thirty-two wilderness areas, 

Mount Whitney, Lake Tahoe, Gold Country, Mammoth 

Lakes, rivers, snowfields, roads, trails, campgrounds, 

towns and localities. Rolled posters are printed on 

heavyweight paper. 

Folded Map $9.95 Member Price $8.46; 
Rolled Poster $19.95 Member Price $16.96
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 Price
 Qty. Color Description Each Total

1

2

3

4

5

 SUBTOTAL

 7.75% Sales Tax (CA customers only):

 Shipping Charges (see below): 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Daytime telephone: E-mail address: 

Credit Card No:  Expires:

Signature:

Yosemite Association, P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318
Shop online at www.yosemitestore.com for more items!

Order Form Credit card orders call: 209-379-2648  Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 
 We Accept VISA, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover

UPS Ground = $8.95
UPS 3-Day Select = $16.95

UPS 2nd Day = $18.95
Call for AK, HI, and International rates

SALE

Know Your Way in the Backcountry 
by Warren Moody

This book is filled with practical know-how about everything from 

filling and tying a pack to tracking a mountain lion. Warren Moody 

has spent his life learning to respect the ways of the backcountry, and 

he shares his experiences in lively, entertaining stories that any outdoor 

enthusiast will enjoy. Moody first learned mountain ways from the fron-

tiersmen who settled the American West. His early days in cattle ranch-

ing and fighting forest fires side-by-side with neighbors are a 

part of America’s heritage. Paperback $7.95 Special Sale Price $4.00 
(member discount does not apply)

To see an expanded list of the Yosemite Store’s products, 
visit our secure online site at: www.yosemitestore.com
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NEW AND REJOINING 
MEMBERS
Welcome to our new and rejoining members! 
You’ve connected with nearly 11,000 like-
minded individuals, families, and businesses 
helping the association make Yosemite an 
even better place.

Benefactor Members:
Daniel Bosch, Betty Lou McMicken, 
Jeanette Shammas, Arlene Tenenbaum, 
Donald & Denise Timmons

Patron Members:
Steve Biddle, Eric Geyer, Erna Ordeman, 
Stephen & Rosemarie Smallcombe, Ellen 
Whittier 

Sustaining Members:
Robert Becker, Annette Mastroieni, Greg 
Otwell, James & Eliza Rickards, Larry 
Turley

Contributing Members:
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Adams, Fernando 
& Donita Bayardo, Peter Baylacq, 
Deborah Beck, John & Connie Brola, 
Amy & Laurence Brunton, Jerry Bryant 
& Kimberly Kodger, Nancy Bull, Harvey 
& Phyllis Ceaser, Kathryn Cunningham, 
Christine Ann Dawson, Robert Filer, 
David Ford, Leslie Freudenheim, George 
Gentry, Joe Golden, Natasha Granoff, 
Pamela Haupert, Daniel Hippert, Redmond 
Kernan, Judith Keyani, Frank Kingsford, 
James & Patricia Kitowski, Bill & Jill 
Landucci, Glenis Linas, Jeri Looney, Harold 
& Jean Mackenzie, Karen McCaffrey, John 
Mcclure, Geeta McGahey, Lisa Molyneux, 
Donna Nicholas, Bryce Noel, Mary Ann 
& Louis Peoples, Jennifer Prehn, Barbara 
Renshaw, Karen Riley, Edwin Rosenthal, 
Bob Ruggiero, Michael Schwab, Robert 
Schwalbe & Linda Zazzara, Richard 
Schwartz, Linda Stack, Howard & Bette 
Swarts, Jeff & Lauralea Tanner, Michelle 
Tiernan, Judy Toothaker, Lynn Upthagrove, 
Gary & Marti Vandeman, Tara A. Zodrow

Supporting Members:
Joan Ahlstrand, Roger Alsop, Rosemary 
Ames, Ken Appel, Diane Arnell, Valerie 
Banks, Carolyn Ben, Ross & Patricia 
Bender, Judith Bergland, Tim Betz, Richard 
Biancalana, Carol Bier, Eileen Brooks, Hal 
& Lynn Brown, Guy Chaney, Hsueh-rong 
Chang, Victoria Collier, Julia Cooper, Larry 
Criner, Matthew & Amanda Daloisio, Peter 
Dejanovich, David DeVillers, Kathleen Earl, 
Joel & Linda Ebright, Steven Eigenberg, T. 
David Epley, Jerome & Nancy Falk, Joe & 
Lorraine Ferrall, Maureen Fitzpatrick, P. 
Flannery & D. Hamilton, Scott Forward, 
Robert Gaffney, Sergio & Sabrina Garcia, 
Laura Giron, Janet Grant, Cindy & Jim 

Guziak, Sue Henricksen, Debbie Hinkson, 
John Horejsi, David Howard, John Hughey 
Family, Scott Hunter, John & Marguerite 
Igoe, Takayuki Ikemoto, Houston Kemper, 
Sharon Klint, Gail Machin, Michael 
McCollum, Cynda & Mike McKenna, 
Craig & Courtney Mizutani, Eleene Myers, 
Joyce Nicholas, Jared Nodelman, Ann & 
Frank Orme, Tim & Renee Osentowski, 
Margaret Paden, Brian Parker, Dennis 
Porter, Annette Renteria, Eric & Julie 
Reser, Randall Ricketts, Joyce Rietz, Lynn 
Schmitt, David Schubert, Dorothy Seward, 
Julie Sherwin, Gilbert Sherwood, Mervyn 
& Marian Singer, Richard Smith, Dennis 
Smith, Jack & Daphne Stammer, Mark & 
Muriel Steinberg, Patricia Stroh, Lea Tilley, 
Raymond Tinnin, Vern Vanderbilt, Carolyn 
Walters, J. Whiteley & A. Johns, Mark 
Wozniak, John Wraith, Y Explore, LLC, 
Michael Zaller

Joint/Family Members:
Maureen Abbott, Eileen Abbott, Doug 
& Beatrice Abe, Stephen Alcorn, Rick & 
Mary Ambriz, Rebecca Andrews, Patricia 
Andrews, Wayne Anthony, Susan & Vincent 
Araiza, Lynda & Tom Armbruster, Todd 
Armstrong, Fritz Baggett & Lindsey Eilts, 
Richard Barhite, Henry & Barbara Barnum, 
Kay Baum, A. Beber-Vanzo, Gregory Bell, 
Katie Bellomo, Michael Bennet, Joseph 
Bergmann & T. Knudsen, Sabrina Beyer, 
James Bingham, Barbara & John Bingham, 
James Bissing, Paul Black, Leslie Bogan-
Huyck, Tom, Renee & Krystal Bosmans, 
J.M.X. Brenna & A.M. Kraus-Brenna, 
Thomas Brock, Curtis Brown, M Kingsley 
Brown, Milton Burk, Dennis Butler, 
Rothman Cappy, Mary Carminati, Jerry 
Cashen, Joe Centis, William B. & Clara 
Chew, Loren & Gayle Chipman, Pamela 
Christoffel, Donna Cisneroz, Carolyne 
Cohn, Patricia Cole, Ginny Cole-Weaver, 
Kathy & Terry Colombo, Nancie Combs 
Celik, Elizabeth Cook, Ed & Patricia 
Coppola, Patricia Coville, Gary Croft, 
Calvin Dail, Ronald Davenport, Karen 
Deford, Virginia DeGregory, Carl Dejan, 
Stan & Leslie DeLugach, David Deutsch, 
LuWana & Richard DeYoung, Bob Dittman, 
Arthur Doi, Kimberly Doris, Judith Dunn 
Family, Art Dutra, M.D. Elkin, Tim Evans, 
Geoff & Angie Evans, Don Farias, Penny 
Feorchak, Erin Finton, William Fischer, 
Jane Ann Fisler, Eileen Fong-Jang, Glenn 
& Alexandra Garrisen, Mary Gefell, Maria 
Geigel & Stephen Weyer, Michael Ghiglieri 
& Susan Ash, Alicia Gillespie, David Gish, 
John Gizienski, David Gonzalez, Diane 
Gorham, Jean Grabost, Julie Grosse, 
Laure Guyot, James Hale, Dennis & Karen 
Hale, Marie Hamilton, Darwin Harrell & 

Geraldine Caruso, Charles Harwood, Julie 
Heath, Barbara Heizman Smirni, Howard 
Hill, Thomas Hilton, Patricia Hine, 
Andrea Hite, Linn & Jean Hoadley, Jacquie 
Hoffman, John & Virginia Holtzapple, C. 
Houghton & E. Levine, Susan Hull, Jim 
& Penny Hunkins, Derra Hunt, Phalen 
Hurewitz, Judi Hussain & Shevy Schindler, 
George & Nancy Ingram, The Issels, Linda 
& Cameron Jacobi, Lawrance Janss, Ray 
Jeffre, James Johnson, Patricia Jones, 
Adrienne Kalmick, Eun Suk Kang, Rob 
Kardell & Elise Magnuson, Paul Kase, Scott 
& Desir Kroll, Alan & Janis Kunz, Rebecca 
La Londe, Jack Lackey, Marilyn Lang, 
Denise Lanier, Morris Lawson & Valerie 
Contos, Bill & Georgette Leake, Betty & 
Tom Lederer, Linda Lee, Ronald & Eileen 
Levy, Ning Lin, Francine Lipman, Valerie 
Lombardo Family, Jen Londenslagen, 
Martin London, Mindy Longinotti, Robert 
Lund, Kelly & Jason Lynch Griswold, Dick 
Mac Laren, E. Macholan & E. Newton, 
Hugo Madrigal, Margie Malloy, Gary 
Margoles, Richard & Christine Marsh, 
Felipe Martin, Robert Mayne, Gretchen 
Mccoy, Jim McNeil & S. Tusson-McNeil, 
Brandon Mercer, Joseph & Glenda Mertes, 
Sally Metteer, Jay & Jamie Meyers, Julie 
Miller, Lawrence Mitchell, Goble Mj & 
Charlotte Peters, Robert Moore, Kevin 
Moran, Mark Morancy, Imogene Moreno, 
Donna & Clare Moser, Jerry & Shea Moss, 
William & Catherine Murray, Matthew & 
Diane Murray, Darryl Nakahira, Robert 
Nakamura, Robert Nasser, James Neff, Barb 
North, Heather & Jesse Obstbaum, Noreen 
O’Connor, Kimberly Ohaian, Steve & 
Marilyn O’Keefe, Patricia Omalley, Grahm 
Ottley, Karen Pagl, Monica & Van Pena, Ed 
Perez, Karen Perry, Kevin Peterman, Dan 
Petersen, Philip Peterson, John Peterson, 
Allan Peterson, John Petrus, James Phelps, 
Jon Porter, Donna Preston, George Prince, 
Ted Quilligan, Quinn-Gruber, Tom Rail 
& Beth DeRooy, Carrie Randazzo, Carol 
Reed, Julian Rhodes, Gregory Rienzo 
Family, Stanley & Beth Robin, David 
Robinett, James & Debra Robison, Maria 
Romero, Pamela Rosengard, Roth Family, 
Morgan & Elizabeth Rumney, Sue Runyan 
& Doug Ross, Vera Safran, Phyllis Samson, 
Michael & Amy Sanchez, Nancy & Stephen 
Saperstein, Sandra Savage, Larry Scettrini, 
Irene Schmidt, Stanley Schrier, Anthony 
Schuetze, Stan Scott, David Sexton, Pat 
Shanahan & Brad Waite, Joan & Roland 
Shen, Joe Shreves, Henry Sigal, Elizabeth 
Smith & Paul Rubinfeld, Margaret Smurr, 
Dale Soelter, John Speight, Gerald Sperry, 
Bob & Charlene Stangl, Moreland Stevens, 
Ted Stoeckley, Kenneth Stone, Larry 
Sudderth, The Tarvers, The Tasseff Family, 

N E W  M E M B E R S  A N D  R E C E N T  D O N A T I O N S
ENROLLMENTS AND GIFTS PROCESSED BETWEEN APRIL 3 THROUGH JUNE 26, 2007
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Richard Taylor, Lee & Dorothy Thomas, 
James & Amy Tsugawa, Pamela Tweet, 
Arthur & Judith Vander, Lupe & Kate 
Vargas, Jessica Vernon, Pieter Versavel, 
Mr. & Mrs. Al Victors, Angela Wagner, Pat 
Wai, Wendy Walsh, Violet Weiss, Bernard 
Whitney, Michael Wieters, Rick & Carol 
Wilson, Lynda Wilson, Philip Winston, Jeff 
Wolk, Kathy & David Wopschall, Barbara 
Wylie & Vincent Lagano, Rachel Yanez, 
Shea Yeager, Patricia Youngblood, Kathie & 
Tom Zembal

Individual Members:
Debra Alexander, Rikki Alley, Suzanne 
Amendt, Mary Ann Anderson, Lorraine 
Anderson, Connie Aprahamian, H.A. 
Ashby, Gabriele Baber, Bruce Badzik, 
Leslie Ballard, LaVonne Barker, Candice 
Basham, Ginny Bedsole, Robert Belknap, 
Sara Bernard, Sasidhar Betha, Mary 
Biskup, Abigail Blair, John Bookout, 
Sandra Bozzuto, Margaret Bradford, 
Houston Bryant, Phyllis Budne, Muncharee 
Bunyara, Margaret Burger, Robert Burns, 
Jerry Campbell, Robert Caplan, Nancy 
Carleton, Harriet Chiang, Ivan Chin, 
James Chism, Kathy Cole, David Collier, 
Nicole Comerford, Kevin Conway, Dorothy 
Cooper, Edith Cornelsen, John Corpos, 
Kim Cowart, Alice Cummings, Leslie 
Curley, Tom Curry, Sidnee Curtis, Bruce 
Davis, Diane Dickinson, Sherry Dolan, 
Laurie F. Donegan, Fran Ducey, Bill Dudley, 
Ashley Echols, Leonard Edwards, Howard 
Ehrman, Kathleen Elliot, Andrew Fagan, 
Tina Fisher, George Foxworth, Donna 
Freedman, Shane Frees, Paul Gan, Charles 
Gauronskas, Deborah Gayner, Bev George, 
Dennis Gerdes, Jerald Gerst, Katherine 
Gold, Barbara Goldsteiin, John Gonzales, 
Kenneth Gosting, Courtney Granner, Alice 
Greenthal, Glori Griffith, Tracy Grown, 
Cheryl Hayden, Margaret Heinlein, Jerry 
Hickman, Anne Holder, Janeen Holland, 
Linda Hoover, Mary House, Steve Iglehart, 
Richard Johnson, Rachel Jones, Sandra 
Kadonada, Erika Kamayatsu-Peterson, 
Bernice Kaminski, Kathleen Kaser, Betty 
Keel, Nancy Kenyon, Brad Kirk, Olivia 
Kittredge, Martine Knopf, Janis Knott, 
George Knott, Deb Knox, Shanon Kohn, 
David Kopitz, Kolleen Kosowicz, Karen 
Krassner, Kelly Kutz, William Langdoc, 
Henry Lange, Gregory Lathrop, Judy 
Lawsen, Gregory Lazzeroni, Francine 
Leiphart, Marcy Lenhardt, Bonita Levine, 
Patricia Lewis, Judith Lewis, Sally Longyear, 
Matthew Madison, Michael Manuel, Leila 
Marcus, Norma Mastin, Linell Mathisen, 
Lucy Mauldon, Barney Mccauley, Mary 
McClanahan, John McDougall, Gary 
McJimsey, Heather McKinny, K.C. 

McLean, Sallie Meekhof, Paul Meyer, 
Holly Michalek, Samantha Michel, Sue 
Monday, Gary Moore, Linda Moore, Sean 
Moroney, Steven Mrazek, Mary Mueller, 
Allean Munsell, Patricia Munzer, Rami 
Nadershahi, Paul Newacheck, Don Nickel, 
Lisa Oates, Jim O’Donnell, Jock Olney, 
Michael Painter, Barbara Partridge, Alisa 
Pascale, Janet Payne, Lewis Petrinovich, 
Greig Pirie, Paul Reist, Ray Ringenbach, 
Greg Rodgers, Ray Rodney, Jeffrey Rogers, 
James Romano, M.D., Sandra Roth, David 
Ruben, Theodore Ryan, Mahalia Ryba, 
Robert Ryder, Barbara Sandow, Margaret 
Scott, Patricia Selonak, A.T. Shannon, 
Allan Shigemitsu, Vicki Shively, Ron Small, 
Louise Smith, Patricia Smith, Nancy Smith, 
Myra Sumaraga, Susan Swanson, Nancy 
Tafolla, Karen Thomas, Kelli Thomey, 
Marianne Thompson, Mark Tilchen, Matt 
Tresser, Judith Tumolo, Kirah Van Sickle, 
Richard Van Vranken, Allison Vaux, David 
Wagner, Don Wakey, James Wallis, Ronnie 
Weinberger, Roger West, Liz Wheelan, 
Stephanie Whittemore, Denise Wilkes, 
Whitney Woodhull, Stephen Wreesman, 
Lillian Wu, Shuqi Zhang, Richard Zukin

International Members:
David Berezowski, Colin Hegan, Axel 
Kudelka, Giles Norman, Patricia Teggart & 
Bill Dalzell, Werner Tietz 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE 
RENEWED AT A HIGHER LEVEL
We thank the following members who, by 
recently upgrading their membership level, 
have enhanced our ability to provide key 
educational and other programs in Yosemite.

Benefactor Members:
Bette Landis, The Honorable L.W. Lane, Jr., 
Johanna Olson, A.H. Studenmund

Patron Members:
Bob Baer, Bonnie Haupert, Duane Kalar, 
Paul & Antje Newhagen, Don & Kay Pitts

Sustaining Members:
Claude & Patricia Anger, Carolyn & 
Richard Beahrs, John Chapman Family, 
Ken Fears, Charles & Linda Garcia, Frank 
Kearns, Lynn MacDonald, Jay & Susan 
Mandell, Karen Merritt, Charlotte A. 
Pavelko, Keith E. Perkins, Elizabeth Taft, 
Laurens & Sandra Thurman, Grace Voss 

Contributing Members:
Diane Adams, Lawrence Anderson, Stan 
& Gail Archie, David & Beverly Backer, 
Magda Barron, Wm. & Nancy Bittner, 
Larry & Jeanne Bodiford, Robert Canning, 
Russ Cary, Kumar Chandrasekaran, Jeff & 

Joanne Chappell, Charles & Ada Cuono, 
Glen & Ginny Cureton, Shannon Dill, 
Michelle Dinauer, Joe DuCote, Kathryn 
Ekegren & Phong Pham, Anthony Ferrari, 
Gary & Brigitte Fleeman, Neil Gehrels, 
Peter Gove, Mike & Peggy Herndon, Faith 
& John Hershiser, David & Mary Hickey, 
Joyce Hiller, Julie Howe, Mike & Linda 
Howe, Karl & Christina Irvin, Christopher 
Jefferson, Ray & Virginia Johnson, Steve 
& Kathy Johnson, Kendra Jones, Steve & 
Mary Kavanaugh, Cyndee Kendall & Rob 
Witthaus, Mr. & Mrs. James Lamb, Scott 
Land, Philip Lathrap, Janet Leavitt, Albert 
Liberato, Ann Macleod, Esther Magee, 
Kay McNamara, Mark & Luisa Millicent, 
Kathleen Moser, Doug & Ginny Nau, 
Richard Ober & Tina Nunes, Lawrence 
Parmeter, Suzanne Pfister, Teresa Powell 
Caldwell, Chuck & Linda Pribyl, Philip 
Robinson & Lyn VanWinkle, Gary & Sherry 
Rorden, Richard Rose, Sally Shackel, Mr. & 
Mrs. Fred Sigrist, Peggy Simpson, George 
L. Smith, Malcolm & Helen Sowers, Thor 
Start, Frances Stewart, Thomas & Mary 
Ann Thurmond, Barry Toomajian, Jim & 
Melanie Walker, Joan Wehr, David Werlich, 
Caroline Williams

Supporting Members:
Alan Ahlstrand & Mary Donahue, Kristine 
Albright, Jane Allen, Molly Allred, Sally 
Arnold, Louise Bahar, Maxine & Jim 
Barbieri, Bruce Baron, Sandra Barton, 
Sherry N. Bass, Diane Beach, Zelda 
Bettman, Chuck Bikholm, R. Gordon 
Billhardt, Eugene Boden, Barry Borkin, 
Richard Briscoe, Kerin Burns, Bruce & 
Joyce Butterfield, Beth & Steve Caskey, 
Chris Castellon, Jim & Ruth Connally, Jill 
Crabtree & Don Trask, Jodie Crandell, 
Colette Curtis-Brown, Janice Davenport, 
Jim & Carrie Dean, Jim & Joyce DeDeo, 
Marcy Deluce, Jim & Marganna Dorroh, 
Mary Elinger, Lori & David Evans, 
Jeannette R Favors, Irene Forssen, Barbara 
French, Joe Giammarco & Claire Kelm, 
Sylvia Giardina, Guy Goodacre, Stan & 
Linda Goodman, Kathe Hardy, Cary Hart, 
Ed Hattyar & Lianne Araki, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Henshall, Laurie & Bill Hildebrandt, Marta 
Hoover, Dennis Horton, Donald Hough, 
Linda Howlett, Dale & Imogene Ilderton, 
Jerry & Susan Kaplan, Frank & Joan 
Kawase, Stan Keasling, James & Marlene 
Keating, Stan & Karen Kedzierawski, Dave 
& Anne Kendall, Carol & David Kratky, 
Elizabeth Krueger, Marguerite & Robert 
Kump Family, Linda & William Landreth, 
Carol Lindeman, Mr. & Mrs. S. Louchis, 
Bob & Diane Madgic, Joseph Matuscak, 
Susan & Morgan Mayfield, Barbara 
McEnerney, Barb McGraw, Ruth & Al 
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Mitchell, Greg Moon, Lloyd & Marilou 
Moore, Judith Moore, Terry Nathan, 
Charles Neal, William & Sadhna Neill, 
Desiree Nelson, David Ohlson & Susanne 
Lee, Anthony Ostrom, Thomas & Debbie 
Paxson, Mark Peters, Gene Petersen, Janet 
Petroni, Gordon Pickering & C. Stewart, 
Robert & Pat Prieve, Van V. Rackages, 
Carl & Cynthia Radliff, John & Stephanie 
Reimer, Mikel & Donna Rodin, Dianne 
Sedlar, Rod Seeger, Stan Simon & Mary 
Hamilton, Richard Sogg, David & Mary 
Elaine Sonksen, Mack Staton, Lawrence & 
Ellena Steiner, George & Eldine Stillman, 
Hillman Studley, Raymond Swartz, Lynn 
Taylor, M. Thometz & Theodora Davis, 
Terry Thompson, Candy Timoney, Paul 
Titterton, Art & Barbara Toscano, Alice van 
Ommeren, George Vega, Richard & Maria 
Veloz, Peter & Peggy Veregge, Patricia 
Vogelenzang, Ronald Voss, Jackie Wagoner, 
Jan Webster, Rhonda Lynn Weidetz, Julius 
& Ruth Weigh, Eleanor & Mike Willemsen, 
John Winslow, Thomas Wolfe 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
DONATIONS
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the donors 
who have recently responded to our 2007 
goal to raise $145,000 to help us deliver the 
many educational programs and services we 
provide that promote stewardship of Yosemite 
National Park. Our success depends on you!

$1000 or more
Bill Wissell

$250 to $999
Nancy P. Weston 

$100 to $249
David & Meri-Alyce Bridgeford, Julie 
Gardner, George Gentry, William 
Hennrikus, Elizabeth Jennings, Roy D. & 
Judi Kaufman, Harry Meyer, Betty Mitchell, 
Monsanto, Russell Morimoto, and Brenda 
& Warren Seek

Up to $99
Jo Ann Bol, Diane & Richard Brooks, 
Jean Cinader, Michele Conroy, Roger 
L. Duba, Calvin Fox, Diana Goldstein, 
Loren Grandey, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Henshall, 
Kenneth Himes, Ilene Hobson, Kathleen M. 
Kennedy, Peter Mann, NCR Corporation/
Foundation, Joy Paris, Michael & Marlene 
Peters, Sandra Polk, Douglas Richter, Mikel 
& Donna Rodin, Marion Scholten, Georgia 
Stigall & Bill Prince, and Jim & JoAnn 
Washburn 

RECENT GENERAL DONATIONS
We thank the following generous donors for 
their gifts which will allow us to continue 
to offer our vital educational programs and 
services in Yosemite. 

$1000 or more 
Cassandra Briggs & John Murphy, Russell 
Evarts, Christy & Charles Holloway, Dan 
& Suzanne Jensen, Chris & Jeff Lashmet, 
Marmot Mountain LLC, and Jane J. 
Robinson

$250 to $999
Carolyn & Richard Beahrs, Mary Collier, 
Kyle Dean, Frederick & Anne Eissler, Ed 
& Janet Engesser, Willard Guy, Eleanor 
Jardine, Richard Leonard, Laurie & Jim 
May, Paul, Valerie & Jordan Minney, 
Gloria Newhouse & Family, Oakhurst 
Sierra Sunrise Rotary, Charles Pettis, The 
Redwoods, Steven & Kim Rizzuto, Lenore 
& Michael Roberts, Sarah Ross, and 
Wawona Area Property Owners Association

$100 to $249
Bank of America Foundation, Bloomfield 
Bakers, Robert & Susan Campagna, Joan & 
Wes Carter, Kelly & Sharon Collier, Verta 
B. Driver, Andrea Drugay, Bruce Ebinger, 
Edison International, Don Fleisher, 
Gemini Sun Records, Mrs. Leland Gerber, 
Joyce Halley, Mike & Laura Hill, Robert 
Horbelt, Jim & Laurie Jarrett, Shirlee 
Josselyn, Theresa Nierlich, Jeff Pappas, 
Troy Scrapchansky & H. Milbury, James 
Snyder, Mr. and Mrs. Rick Stanley, Matthew 
Steenstrup, Shad Stites, Ruth & Roger 
Strange, TRISD, Wachovia Foundation 
Matching Gifts, Jerry Wermund, and Mrs. 
A. Witter 

Up to $99
Georgette Anderson, Nan Arata, Donald 
and Ann Arndt, Lee Benton, Earl Brabb, 
Dan & Jessie Briggs, Mary & Mike 
Burchmore, Deanne Burke, Ginger Burley, 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Carlson, Ben & Christie 
Cesar, John & Barbara Conniff, Lyn & 
Cindy Coon, Patricia & Harold Crawford, 
Jack & Pat Crowther, Susanne DeCandido, 
Frank & Wendy Denis, Katherine & Darryl 
Dennis, M. Diggles & D. Clayton-Diggles, 
Dorothy Donaldson, Donner Memorial 
SP, Harvey Erdman, Ky Fehlbaum, Martin 
Friedman, Joe & Debra Galliani, Nancy 
Giannetto & Janet King, Nancy Gillispie, 
Russell Greer, Patricia Hambric, Lee & 
Wendy Hamilton, Joyce Hiller, David 
& Elizabeth Himelson, Lois Hoctor, M. 
Duane Johnson, Judy Johnson, Rachel 
Jones, Keith Kawamoto, Curtis Keene, 
Kathleen M. Kennedy, Larry & Lucy Lane, 
Jerry, Linda & Jerry Jr. Langrell, Mary 
Kay Lenz, A. Leporati, Ron & Mickey 
Lewis, Tim & Denise Ludington, Louis & 
Helen Marchy, Matthew Matson, Karen 
McCaffrey, Jack, Marilyn, & Jill Merkley, 

Robert Metzler, Gary Middleton, Linda 
Moore, Peggy Moore & Les Chow, Yasuhiro 
Murakami, Frank Myers, Ronald Nichols, 
Jesse Nickerson, Susan Ornelaz, Thomas & 
Ann Parker, Scott Paterson, Patricia Perez, 
Lynn Peters, Edward & Iwannah Pifer, 
William Riddle, James Rogers, Barbara 
J. Rogers, John Rosendahl, Jan Simis, 
Catherine Sloan, Mark Smolenski, Bryon 
& Bernadette Solberg, Jeremy Steenstrup, 
Georgia Stigall & Bill Prince, Ross & 
Margaret Stockhill, Jack Strachan, Donna 
Thomas, M. Thometz & Theodora Davis, 
Martha Thomson, Ann & Joe Vonkugelgen, 
Jo Wamser, Theodore Wilhelm & Judy 
Nakaso, James Williams, and Renee & 
Loren Young

RECENT GENERAL DONATIONS
For the Cooperative Student Intern Program: 
American Park Network and Rotary Club 
of Yosemite National Park

For the Mountain Safety Fund: Sonia Fallon

For the Parsons Memorial Lodge Summer 
Series: Ginger Burley, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 
Carlson, Jack & Pat Crowther, M. Diggles 
& D. Clayton-Diggles, Dorothy Donaldson, 
Frederick & Anne Eissler, Martin Friedman, 
Joe & Debra Galliani, Nancy Giannetto 
& Janet King, Joyce Halley, Lee & Wendy 
Hamilton, Judy Johnson, Mary Kay Lenz, A. 
Leporati, Laurie & Jim May, Peggy Moore 
& Les Chow, Susan Ornelaz, Jeff Pappas, 
Thomas & Ann Parker, Scott Paterson, 
James Rogers, John Rosendahl, Jan Simis, 
Bryon & Bernadette Solberg, Donna 
Thomas, Ann & Joe Vonkugelgen, and Jo 
Wamser

For the Rod Collier Scholarship: Dan & 
Jessie Briggs, Ben & Christie Cesar, Kelly 
& Sharon Collier, Mary L. Collier, John 
& Barbara Conniff, Ed & Janet Engesser, 
Mike & Laura Hill, and David & Elizabeth 
Himelson

For the Steven P. Medley Memorial 
Fund: Robert & Midge Binnewies, Joy & 
Sherwin Cogan, Mary Dutro, Fred Fisher 
& Joe Lattuada, Mary-Catherine Haug & 
Daughters, Louis & Elizabeth Lanzer, Kathy 
Mitchell, Diana Piloyan, and Ira Siegel

Vehicle donation: Mary & Mike Burchmore, 
Ky Fehlbaum, Curtis Keene, Tim & Denise 
Ludington, Jesse Nickerson, Lynn Peters, 
Catherine Sloan, Jeremy Steenstrup, 
Matthew Steenstrup, and James Williams

For the Wawona Barn Dances: The 
Redwoods in Yosemite and Wawona Area 
Property Owners Association

In-kind donations: Marmot Mountain, LLC 
and Shad Stites



27Y O S E M I T E  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  S U M M E R  2 0 0 7

TRIBUTE GIFTS
We extend our gratitude to the donors who 
have recently made gifts to the association to 
mark a loved one’s passing or honor a special 
friend or occasion. These contributions are 
a thoughtful way to ensure that others will 
enjoy the beauty and solace of Yosemite for 
years to come. 

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Don Elliot: Charles 
M. Pettis

In honor of David J. Guy: Christy & Chuck 
Holloway

In honor of Mary Degen Jones: Beverly & 
William Riddle

In honor of Beth Pratt: Christy & Chuck 
Holloway

In honor of Tam & Andy Stewart: Theresa 
Nierlich

In memory of George Alva Reams, Jr.: Nancy 
E. Gillispie

In memory of James Avenell: Harold & 
Patricia Crawford

In memory of Allan A. Campagna: Bob 
Campagna

In memory of Jack & Jean Carne: Wes & 
Joan Carne Carter

In memory of Joseph Drugay: Andrea 
Drugay

In memory of Erick C. Erdman: Harvey S. 
Erdman

In memory of Virginia Ferguson: Jan Dresser

In memory of Helen Fields: Lyn & Cindy 
Coon

In memory of Leland Gerber: Paige Gerber

In memory of Sue Henley Graf: Gary, Kim, 
Kellen, Brandon & Natalie Middleton and 
Suzi Walden

In memory of Mary Jardine Granis: Eleanor 
Jardine

In memory of Barbara J. Guy: Willard Guy

In memory of N. King Huber: Lee Benton, 
Bloomfield Bakers, Earl Brabb, Susanne 
DeCandido, Russell Evarts, Lois Hoctor, M. 
Duane Johnson, Shirlee Josselyn, Larry & 
Lucy Lane, Richard Leonard, James Snyder, 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Stanley, Ross & Margaret 
Stockhill, Jerry Wermund, and Renee & 
Loren Young

In memory of Johanna L. Keirns: Anne M. 
Arnold

In memory of Ron “Butch” Lewis: Ron & 
Mickey Lewis

In memory of Marjorie Minney: Paul 
Minney

In memory of Richard L. Newhouse: Gloria 
P. Newhouse

In memory of Louise Nichols: Jim & Laurie 
Jarrett and Martha W. Thompson

In memory of Leslie Pedrioli: Patricia Perez

In memory of Ron Peterson: Jack, Marilyn & 
Jill Merkley

In memory of Stephen Ross: Sarah Ross

In memory of Don Schmidt’s Father: Donner 
Memorial State Park

In memory of Tom & Margaret Stigall: 
Georgia Stigall

In memory of Marlys Weekley: Georgette 
Anderson, Frank & Wendy Denis, 
Katherine & Darryl Dennis, Patricia 
Hambric, Linda & Jerry Langrell, Louis & 
Helen Marchy, Robert Metzler, Edward & 
Iwannah Pifer, and Ruth & Roger Strange

In memory of Dean & Helen Witter: Mrs. 
A. Witter

You Can Help Yosemite in So Many Ways
Your dues and donations make possible vital educational pro-

grams and services in Yosemite. Did you know there are even 

more ways you can make a real difference? We invite you to con-

sider these other giving mechanisms. For more information, visit 

our website at yosemite.org/helpus/donations.html or call the 

Member Information phone line at 209-379-2317.

•  Double Your Contribution
Enclose your employer’s matching gift form with 

your member dues or donations, and we’ll take care 

of the rest.

•  Donate Your Car, Boat, or RV
Visit Donationline.com or call Donation Line 

toll-free at 877-227-7487, ext. 1967.

•  Use GoodSearch
GoodSearch.com is an Internet search engine that 

gives 50% of its revenue to the charity you designate, 

at no cost to you or us. Choose YA when you search 

the web!

•  Leave a Legacy
Make a bequest to YA in your will or estate plan, or 

designate YA as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy.

•  Donate from Your IRA
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows individuals 

over 70½ years old to transfer all or a portion of an IRA 

to YA and not have that money count as income for the 

year of the donation.

•  Shop and Learn with YA
Shop at YA stores and our Internet store, or take an 

Outdoor Adventure. Proceeds from all YA programs 

and services benefit Yosemite!

The Yosemite Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation (Federal ID No. 94-6050143). 

Donations are tax-deducible to the extent allowable by law. 

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK LAWS
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MEMBER BENEFITS
As a member of the Yosemite Association, you will enjoy 
the following benefi ts and much more:
•  Yosemite, the quarterly Association journal;
•  15% discount on all books, products, and tuition for 

Outdoor Adventures offered by the Association;
•  Discounts on lodging rates at properties in and around 

the park;
•  10% discount at The Ansel Adams Gallery in Yosemite 

Valley (some restrictions apply);
•  Opportunity to attend member events and to volunteer 

in the park;
•  Know that your support is helping us make a difference 

in Yosemite National Park.

When you join at one of the following levels, you will also 
receive:

Supporting: The Ahwahnee—Yosemite’s Grand Hotel by 
Keith S. Walklet, the carefully researched story of this 
remarkable hotel.

Contributing: Obata’s Yosemite, featuring 85 full-color repro-
ductions of Chiura Obata’s sumi ink paintings, watercolors, 
and woodblock prints along with illuminating essays. 

Sustaining: Yosemite—Art of an American Icon edited by Amy 
Scott, a companion to the landmark exhibit, plus invitations 
to special gatherings during the year.

Patron: Kolbrener’s Yosemite, featuring stunning photography 
by Ansel Adams’ student Bob Kolbrener, plus invitations to 
special gatherings during the year.

Benefactor: “Half Dome from Glacier Point,” a matted 
8” x 10” Ansel Adams Special Edition Photograph, plus 
invitations to special gatherings during the year, including 
an elegant fall dinner at the Ahwahnee Meadow.

Join the Yosemite Association
The Yosemite Association initiates and supports 

interpretive, educational, research, scientific, and 

environmental programs in Yosemite National 

Park, in cooperation with the National Park 

Service. Authorized by Congress, the Association 

provides services and direct financial support in 

order to promote park stewardship and enrich the 

visitor experience.

  Besides publishing and selling books, maps, 

and other materials, YA operates an outdoor 

adventure program, the Yosemite Art Center, the 

bear canister rental program, and the Wilderness 

Permit Reservation system. Revenues generated 

by these activities fund a variety of National Park 

Service programs in Yosemite. 

  You can help us be successful by becoming a 

member. Individuals, families, and businesses 

throughout the country have long supported the 

Yosemite Association with their dues and partici-

pation in our programs. 

  Won’t you join us in our efforts to make 

Yosemite an even better place?

MOVING?
If you are moving or have recently moved, don’t forget 
to notify us. You are a valued member of the Association, 
and we’d like to keep in touch with you.

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION 

$35 Individual Member

$40 Joint/Family Member

$60 Supporting Member

$125 Contributing Member

$250 Sustaining Member

$500 Patron Member

$1,000 Benefactor Member

$50 International Member

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a . . .

Mail to: Yosemite Association, PO Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318.  209/379-2646

Mr. Ms. Mrs. Other  

Name (please print): 

Address:

City: State/Zip:

Daytime phone number: E-mail address:

Enclosed is a check for: 

Or charge credit card #: expires:

Board of Trustees
Christina A. Holloway, 
 Chair
Suzanne Corkins, 
 Vice Chair
Barbara Boucke, 
 Treasurer
Keith E. Alley
Bradley Anderholm
Rod A. Attebery
Thomas E. Bowman
Gabriella “Nené” 
 Casares
Jeani Ferrari
Gerald Haslam

Kimi Kodani Hill
Malcolm Margolin
Arnita Multani Proffitt
Lennie Roberts
Gina Tan
Phyllis Weber
Dan Jensen, Ex officio
Phil Frank, 
 Cartoonist Emeritus
Thomas J. Shephard,
 Trustee Emeritus
 Chris Stein, 
 NPS Representative
Mike Tollefson, 
 NPS Representative

Staff
David Guy, Chief Executive Officer 
Beth Pratt, Vice President/CFO
Michelle Hansen, Retail Director 
Laurel Rematore, Membership & Development Director
Tom Arfsten, Sales Station Supervisor
Mildred Byrd, Sales Station Coordinator
Laura Beardsley, Membership Coordinator
Nicole Brocchini, Sales Station Coordinator
Pete Devine, Education Coordinator
Gretchen Faherty, YAEC Coordinator 
Jill Harter, Bookkeeper
Todd King, Retail Operations Manager 
Holly Kuehn, Sales Administrative Coordinator
Richard Lang, Bookrack Assistant
Sallee Lang, Bookrack Assistant
Sharron Law, Cashier Supervisor
Denise Ludington, Cashier Assistant
Megan Pardini, Administrative Coordinator
Shelly Stephens, Purchasing Coordinator
Corrie Stetzel, Fulfillment Coordinator 


